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Background on Potential modification to GB Access Areas in future action 
 
 
The Council identified final recommendations for modifications to habitat management areas 
over two Council meetings, April 2015 and June 2015.  That action is currently under review and 
is expected to be implemented in 2016.  A summary of the Council’s preferred recommendations 
can be found at www.nefmc.org, and Figure 1 and Figure 2 are included below with the final 
recommendations for habitat management areas and seasonal spawning areas.  Note that these 
measures have not been approved; a proposed rule is expected early summer 2016.   
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Figure 1 – Preferred alternative year-round spatial management areas. Seasonal areas not shown. 
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Figure 2 – Preferred alternative seasonal spatial management areas. Year-round areas not shown. 
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Timeline 
 
Proposed rule in summer 2016 
Final decision in September 2016 
Final rule in early December 2016, effective 30 days later. 
 
 
 
Objectives 
 
What should the objectives be for identifying GB access area boundaries? Same as area rotation 
guidelines for scallop access areas, or different since areas have been closed already for other 
purposes (GF and habitat)? 
 
 
Data needs 
 
Brainstorm a wish list of data sets we would like to have for this action 
 
 


