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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: September 8, 2014 

TO: Whiting Oversight Committee 

FROM: Whiting Advisory Panel 

SUBJECT: Recommendations for 2015 Specifications Document 
 
The Whiting Advisory Panel met on September 8, 2014 to receive a report on the 
2015-2017 specifications to develop recommendations on any additional 
management measures that the Council should consider in a Specifications 
Document or Framework Adjustment. 
 
The main concern is that it is important that the Council takes whatever action is 
needed to keep the whiting fishing season and exemption areas open.  Recognizing 
that the update assessment indicates that in 2013 overfishing of northern red hake 
had occurred, the fishery exceeded the ABC in 2012 and 2013, and that there are 
some questions concerning stock structure and the representativeness of the NMFS 
spring survey which should be re-examined further in a benchmark assessment, the 
Advisory Panel recommends that the Council consider the following actions: 
 

1. Ask the Whiting PDT to explore the implications of counting summer and 
fall (July to October) red hake catches from the Cultivator Shoals Area 
(statistical area 522) against the southern management area ABC.  This area 
is prone to mixing between northern and southern stocks (see slide 13 in 
report titled, “Red hake letter – August 18th 2014”) on Georges Bank, during 
the Cultivator Shoals Area fishery. 

2. For 2015-2017, the specifications document should include as an adjustment 
of existing measures a tiered northern red hake possession limit which would 
start out at 3,000 lbs. at the beginning of the fishing year (instead of 5,000 
lbs.), decline to 1,500 lbs. when the fishery reaches 45% of the TAL, and 
decline again to the 400 lbs. possession limit at 65% (or when required by 
the corrected post-season AM).  The Advisory Panel thinks that this 



 

approach could extend the season, reduce discards, discourage targeting red 
hake, and encourage fishing for whiting in areas which have fewer red hake. 

 
Beyond the whiting specifications action, the Advisory Panel re-iterates the 
importance of and its support for an action to implement limited access 
qualification for small-mesh whiting fishing.  The advisors are concerned about the 
vulnerability of the fishery to new entrants and the fishery’s ability to operate 
within sub-ACL allocations with new entrants.  New fishermen often lack requisite 
experience to avoid bycatch.  Also, the whiting fishery has a limited market and a 
large sudden increase in landings could have negative economic consequences. 
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