
 1 

§648.2   Definitions. 

Standard tote means a box typically constructed of plastic, designed to hold 100 lb (45.3 kg) of fish plus ice, and that has a liquid 

capacity of 70 L, or a volume of not more than 4,320 cubic in (2.5 cubic ft or 70.79 cubic cm).  

§648.14   Prohibitions. 

 (t) Red crab. It is unlawful for any person to do any of the following: 

(1) Permit requirement. Fish for, catch, possess, transport, land, sell, trade, or barter; or attempt to fish for, catch, possess, transport, 

land, sell, trade, or barter; any red crab or red crab parts in or from the EEZ portion of the Red Crab Management Unit, unless in 

possession of a valid Federal limited access red crab vessel permit or Federal red crab incidental catch permit. 

(2) Possession and landing. (i) Fish for, catch, possess, transport, land, sell, trade, or barter; or attempt to fish for, catch, possess, 

transport, land, sell, trade, or barter; red crab in excess of the limits specified in §648.263. 

(ii) Restriction on female red crabs. Fish for, catch, possess, transport, land, sell, trade, or barter; or attempt to fish for, catch, possess, 

transport, land, sell, trade, or barter; female red crabs in excess of one standard U.S. fish tote. 

(iii) Fish for, possess, or land red crab, in excess of the incidental limit specified at §648.263(b)(1), after determination that the TAL 

has been reached and notice of the closure date has been made. 

 (4) Prohibitions on processing and mutilation. (i) Retain, possess, or land red crab claws and legs separate from crab bodies in excess 

of one standard U.S. fish tote, if fishing on a red crab trip with a valid Federal limited access red crab permit. 

(ii) Retain, possess, or land any red crab claws and legs separate from crab bodies if the vessel has not been issued a valid Federal 

limited access red crab permit or has been issued a valid Federal limited access red crab permit, but is not fishing on a dedicated red 

crab trip. 

(iii) Retain, possess, or land more than two claws and eight legs per crab if the vessel has been issued a valid Federal red crab 

incidental catch permit, or has been issued a valid Federal limited access red crab permit and is not fishing on a dedicated red crab trip. 

(iv) Possess or land red crabs that have been fully processed at sea, i.e., engage in any activity that removes meat from any part of a 

red crab, unless a preponderance of available evidence shows that the vessel fished exclusively in state waters and was not issued a 

valid Federal permit. 

§648.80   NE Multispecies regulated mesh areas and restrictions on gear and methods of fishing. 

 (h) Scallop vessels. (1) Except as provided in paragraph (h)(2) of this section, a scallop vessel that possesses a limited access scallop 

permit and either a NE multispecies Combination vessel permit or a scallop/multispecies possession limit permit, and that is fishing 

under a scallop DAS allocated under §648.53, may possess and land up to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of regulated species per trip, provided that 

the amount of regulated species on board the vessel does not exceed the trip limits specified in §648.86, and provided the vessel has at 

least one standard tote on board, unless otherwise restricted by §648.86(a)(2). 

 (i) State waters winter flounder exemption. Any vessel issued a NE multispecies permit may fish for, possess, or land winter flounder 

while fishing with nets of mesh smaller than the minimum size specified in paragraphs (a)(2), (b)(2), and (c)(2) of this section, 

provided that: 

(1) The vessel has on board a certificate approved by the Regional Administrator and issued by the state agency authorizing the 

vessel's participation in the state's winter flounder fishing program and is in compliance with the applicable state laws pertaining to 

minimum mesh size for winter flounder. 

(2) Fishing is conducted exclusively in the waters of the state from which the certificate was obtained. 

(3) The state's winter flounder plan has been approved by the Commission as being in compliance with the Commission's winter 

flounder fishery management plan. 
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(4) The state elects, by a letter to the Regional Administrator, to participate in the exemption program described by this section (for a 

particular fishing year). 

(5) The vessel does not enter or transit the EEZ. 

(6) The vessel does not enter or transit the waters of another state, unless such other state is participating in the exemption program 

described by this section and the vessel is enrolled in that state's program. 

(7) The vessel, when not fishing under the DAS program, does not fish for, possess, or land more than 500 lb (226.8 kg) of winter 

flounder, and has at least one standard tote on board. 

(8) The vessel does not fish for, possess, or land any species of fish other than winter flounder and the exempted small-mesh species 

specified under paragraphs (a)(5)(i), (a)(9)(i), (b)(3), and (c)(4) of this section when fishing in the areas specified under paragraphs 

(a)(5), (a)(9), (b)(10), and (c)(5) of this section, respectively. Vessels fishing under this exemption in New York and Connecticut state 

waters and permitted to fish for skates may also possess and land skates in amounts not to exceed 10 percent, by weight, of all other 

species on board. 

§648.82   Effort-control program for NE multispecies limited access vessels. 

 (6) Handgear A category. A vessel qualified and electing to fish under the Handgear A category, as described in §648.4(a)(1)(i)(A), 

may retain, per trip, up to 300 lb (135 kg) of cod, one Atlantic halibut, and the daily possession limit for other regulated species and 

ocean pout, as specified under §648.86. If either the GOM or GB cod trip limit applicable to a vessel fishing under a NE multispecies 

DAS permit, as specified in §648.86(b)(1) and (2), respectively, is reduced below 300 lb (135 kg) per DAS by NMFS, the cod trip 

limit specified in this paragraph (b)(6) shall be adjusted to be the same as the applicable cod trip limit specified for NE multispecies 

DAS permits. For example, if the GOM cod trip limit for NE multispecies DAS vessels was reduced to 250 lb (113.4 kg) per DAS, 

then the cod trip limit for a vessel issued a Handgear A category permit that is fishing in the GOM Regulated Mesh Area would also 

be reduced to 250 lb (113.4 kg). Qualified vessels electing to fish under the Handgear A category are subject to the following 

restrictions: 

(i) The vessel must not use or possess on board gear other than handgear while in possession of, fishing for, or landing NE 

multispecies, and must have at least one standard tote on board. 

(ii) A vessel may not fish for, possess, or land regulated species from March 1 through March 20 of each year. 

(iii) Tub-trawls must be hand-hauled only, with a maximum of 250 hooks. 

§648.86   NE Multispecies possession restrictions. 

 (2) Scallop dredge vessels. (i) No person owning or operating a scallop dredge vessel issued a NE multispecies permit may land 

haddock from, or possess haddock on board, a scallop dredge vessel from January 1 through June 30. 

(ii) No person owning or operating a scallop dredge vessel without an NE multispecies permit may possess haddock in, or harvested 

from, the EEZ from January 1 through June 30. 

(iii) Unless otherwise authorized by the Regional Administrator as specified in paragraph (f) of this section, scallop dredge vessels or 

persons owning or operating a scallop dredge vessel that is fishing under a scallop DAS allocated under §648.53 may land or possess 

on board up to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of haddock, except as specified in §648.88(c), provided that the vessel has at least one standard tote 

on board. This restriction does not apply to vessels also issued limited access NE multispecies permits that are fishing under a 

multispecies DAS. Haddock on board a vessel subject to this possession limit must be separated from other species of fish and stored 

so as to be readily available for inspection. 

§648.88   Multispecies open access permit restrictions. 

(a) Handgear permit. A vessel issued a valid open access NE multispecies Handgear permit is subject to the following restrictions: 

(1) The vessel may possess and land up to 75 lb (90.7 kg) of cod, and up to the landing and possession limit restrictions for other NE 

multispecies specified in §648.86, provided the vessel complies with the restrictions specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section. If 

either the GOM or GB cod trip limit applicable to a vessel fishing under a NE multispecies DAS permit, as specified in §648.86(b)(1) 

and (2), respectively, is adjusted by NMFS, the cod trip limit specified in this paragraph (a)(1) shall be adjusted proportionally 
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(rounded up to the nearest 25 lb (11.3 kg)). For example, if the GOM cod trip limit specified at §648.86(b)(1) doubled, then the cod 

trip limit for the Handgear B category fishing in the GOM Regulated Mesh Area would also double to 150 lb (68 kg). 

(2) Restrictions: (i) The vessel may not use or possess on board gear other than handgear while in possession of, fishing for, or landing 

NE multispecies, and must have at least one standard tote on board;  

(ii) The vessel may not fish for, possess, or land regulated species from March 1 through March 20 of each year; and  

(iii) The vessel, if fishing with tub-trawl gear, may not fish with more than a maximum of 250 hooks. 

(c) Scallop NE multispecies possession limit permit. With the exception of vessels fishing in the Sea Scallop Access Areas as specified 

in §648.59(b) through (d), a vessel that has been issued a valid open access scallop NE multispecies possession limit permit may 

possess and land up to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of regulated NE multispecies when fishing under a scallop DAS allocated under §648.53, 

provided the vessel does not fish for, possess, or land haddock from January 1 through June 30, as specified under §648.86(a)(2)(i), 

and provided that the amount of regulated NE multispecies on board the vessel does not exceed any of the pertinent trip limits 

specified under §648.86, and provided the vessel has at least one standard tote on board. A vessel fishing in the Sea Scallop Access 

Areas as specified in §648.59(b) through (d) is subject to the possession limits specified in §648.60(a)(5)(ii). 

§648.106   Summer flounder possession restrictions. 

 (d) Commercially permitted vessel possession limits. Owners and operators of otter trawl vessels issued a permit under §648.4(a)(3) 

that fish with or possess nets or pieces of net on board that do not meet the minimum mesh requirements and that are not stowed in 

accordance with §648.108(e), may not retain 100 lb (45.4 kg) or more of summer flounder from May 1 through October 31, or 200 lb 

(90.7 kg) or more of summer flounder from November 1 through April 30, unless the vessel possesses a valid summer flounder small-

mesh exemption LOA and is fishing in the exemption area as specified in §648.108(b). Summer flounder on board these vessels must 

be stored so as to be readily available for inspection in standard 100-lb (45.3-kg) totes or fish boxes having a liquid capacity of 18.2 

gal (70 L), or a volume of not more than 4,320 in3 (2.5 ft3 or 70.79 cm3). 

§648.145   Black sea bass possession limit. 

 (d) Owners or operators of otter trawl vessels issued a moratorium permit under §648.4(a)(7) and fishing with, or possessing on 

board, nets or pieces of net that do not meet the minimum mesh requirements specified in §648.144(a) and that are not stowed in 

accordance with §648.144(a)(4) may not retain more than 500 lb (226.8 kg) of black sea bass from January 1 through March 31, or 

more than 100 lb (45.4 kg) of black sea bass from April 1 through December 31. Black sea bass on board these vessels shall be stored 

so as to be readily available for inspection in a standard 100-lb (45.4-kg) tote. 

§648.263   Red crab possession and landing restrictions. 

(a) Vessels issued limited access red crab permits. (1) [Reserved]  

(2) Conversion to whole crab weight. (i) For red crab that is landed in half sections, with all gills and other detritus still intact, the 

recovery rate is 64 percent of a whole red crab, which is equal to the weight of red crab half sections multiplied by 1.56. 

(ii) For red crab that is landed in half sections, with all gills and other detritus removed, the recovery rate is 58 percent of a whole red 

crab, which is equal to the weight of red crab half sections multiplied by 1.72. 

(3) Female red crab restriction. A vessel may not fish for, catch, possess, transport, land, sell, trade, or barter, female red crabs in 

excess of one standard U.S. fish tote of incidentally caught female red crabs per trip when fishing under a red crab DAS. 

(4) Full-processing prohibition. No person may fully process at sea, possess, or land, fully-processed red crab. 

(5) Mutilation restriction. A vessel may not retain, possess, or land red crab claws and legs separate from crab bodies in excess of one 

standard U.S. fish tote per trip when fishing on a dedicated red crab trip. 


