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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: April 12, 2019 

TO:  Scientific and Statistical Committee Subpanel for Groundfish Monitoring  

FROM: Tom Nies, Executive Director  

SUBJECT: Terms of Reference –  Review of Groundfish PDT Information and Analyses of 
Groundfish Monitoring Issues 

 

Background 
The New England Fishery Management Council has organized this review to ensure that any 
new and novel analyses of Amendment 23 issues and management alternatives get sufficient 
independent review.   

Terms of Reference 
1. For each of the Plan Development Team’s four analytic methods listed below (1a – 

1d), please address the questions in numbered sections 2 through 8 below:  
a. Methods to explore discard incentives and estimate prohibited discards of 

groundfish stocks. 
b. Methods to evaluate observer effects in the groundfish fishery. 
c. Methods to predict groundfish catch in the presence of observer bias. 
d. Methods to evaluate groundfish catch ratios. 
e. Groundfish PDT conclusions based on the analyses conducted 

 
2. Are the methods adequately described and based on sound analytic techniques and 

statistical principles? 
3. Are important uncertainties in the data and the analyses (possibly including the effects of 

year to year variations in fishing practices) identified, and are the impacts of these 
uncertainties on the analyses adequately described? 

4. Are the analyses conducted at the appropriate temporal and spatial scale such that the 
existence of regional or seasonal differences in monitoring performance can be 
identified? 

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the methods? Are there constraints that would 
hinder the use of the catch monitoring analyses? 

6. Are the conclusions of the Plan Development Team supported by the analyses (see 1e)? 
7. Are there recommendations for improving the analyses, or for additional research or data 

collection that can help address improving groundfish monitoring?  
8. Are the data, methods, and analytic tools sufficient for the Council to identify and 

analyze monitoring alternatives for the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan 
Amendment 23 management action? 

 
  



 

 
1. Groundfish Plan Development Team (PDT) Analyses to be Reviewed 

a. Methods to explore discard incentives and estimate prohibited discards of groundfish 
stocks 

b. Methods to evaluate observer effects in the groundfish fishery 
c. Methods to predict groundfish catch in the presence of observer bias 
d. Methods to evaluate groundfish catch ratios 
e. Groundfish PDT conclusions based on the analyses conducted 
f. Presentations 

 
2. Additional background materials 

a. Draft Alternatives for Amendment 23/Groundfish Monitoring 
b. Gulf of Maine cod hotspot analysis by the Groundfish PDT 
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