
NORTHEAST SKATE COMPLEX FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
GOAL AND OBJECTIVES 

July 2022 update 

 
The goal and objectives of the Northeast Skate Complex Fishery Management Plan (FMP) were 
originally adopted in 2003 in the Original FMP (p. 7). Amendment 8 updates Objectives #2 and #5 in 
June 2022. The current goal and objectives are provided here: 

Goal: Consistent with the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act and other applicable laws, to develop a Fishery Management Plan to research and manage the 
Northeast Skate Complex at long-term sustainable levels. 

Objective 1: Collect information critical for substantially improving knowledge of skate fisheries 
by species and for monitoring: (a) the status of skate fisheries, resources, and related markets and 
(b) the effectiveness of skate management approaches. 

Objective 2: Implement measures to protect any overfished species of skates and increase their 
biomass to target levels and prevent overfishing of the species in the Northeast skate complex. This 
objective may be accomplished through skate-specific management measures or management 
measures in other FMPs (groundfish, monkfish, scallops), or a combination, as necessary. 

Objective 3: Develop a skate permit system, coordinate data collection with appropriate state 
agencies for vessels fishing for skates or catching skates as bycatch only in state waters, and work 
with the fishing industry to establish a catch reporting system consistent with industry capabilities, 
including the use of study fleets. 

Objective 4: Minimize the bycatch and discard mortality rates for skates caught in both directed and 
non-directed fisheries through the promotion and encouragement of experimentation, conservation 
engineering, and gear development. 

Objective 5: Promote and encourage skate research for critical biological, ecological, and fishery 
information based on the research needs identified and updated by the Council. 

Objective 6: Minimize, to the extent possible, the impacts of skate management approaches on 
fisheries for other species on which New England and Mid-Atlantic fishermen depend (for 
example, groundfish, monkfish, scallops, and fluke), recognizing the interconnected nature of skate 
and other fisheries in the Northeast Region.  

Objective 7: To the extent possible, manage clearnose and rosette skates separately from the other 
five species in the skate complex, recognizing that these two species are distributed primarily in the 
Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic regions. 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/FINAL.Skate-FMP.EIS.FINAL.VOL.pdf

