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Scallop Leasing Off the Table; 
Council Decides Against Initiating an Amendment

The New England Fishery Management Council will not be developing an amendment to the Atlantic Sea 
Scallop Fishery Management Plan to analyze alternatives for scallop leasing.  

The Council went out to scoping this spring and early summer to gauge support for limited access scallop 
leasing for both access area trips and days-at-sea allocations.  From the start, the Council said it would 
review scoping comments and determine how to proceed at its September 2022 meeting in Gloucester.

Before beginning its debate, the Council received a presentation that summarized input provided by 
stakeholders during the scoping period.  The Council also was provided with several documents prior to the 
meeting, including: (1) a combined summary of all scoping meetings; (2) all written comments submitted to 
the Council; and (3) a summary report.

The Council then considered three motions, two of which were extensively debated.  Council Chair Eric Reid 
allowed all members of the public who were attending the meeting in person, as well as those on the 
webinar, to provide public comments.

Ø The first motion would have allowed temporary leasing in the event of vessel breakdowns and other 
vessel-related catastrophic events.  This motion failed with six members voting yes and 11 voting no.

Ø The second motion proposed developing an amendment for voluntary leasing that was “fair and

Industry members listen to the New England Fishery Management Council’s scallop 
leasing discussion on September 27, 2022 in Gloucester. – New England Council photo

Ø equitable to all 
stakeholders and 
reasonably 
calculated to 
promote fishery 
conservation.”  
The motion did 
not put any 
constraints on the 
alternatives that 
could be 
developed for 
leasing.  It failed 
for lack of a 
second, so it did 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/scoping-for-limited-access-scallop-leasing-program-learn-more
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/september-2022-council-meeting
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/1.-Staff-Presenation-for-Scallop-Report.v.2.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/6b.-220829-Scallop-Leasing-Scoping-Meeting-Combined-Summaries-and-Attendance.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/6c.-220829-Scallop-Leasing-Scoping-Written-Comments.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/6a.-220829-Scallop-Leasing-Scoping-Summary-Report-FINAL.pdf
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not need public comment.

Ø The third motion proposed initiating an amendment for leasing but attempted to narrow the range of 
alternatives that could be developed.  This motion also failed on a vote of 1-to-15 with one abstention.

The Council did not consider any additional motions.  Therefore, with no further action, the discussion on 
scallop leasing has ended.  In response to comments raised during scoping, the Council may consider

A total of 397 people attended the scallop leasing scoping meetings.  The Council 
received 228 written comments signed by 235 people, although 10 signatures were 
illegible.  All told, the Council received 305 comments from 286 people.

2022 Scallop Leasing Scoping Meetings
Attendance by Port/Webinar

measures to address catastrophic losses 
next year depending on the outcome of 
the Council’s 2023 priorities-setting 
discussion.

The Council is expected to consider a 
wide range of issues related to the 
scallop fishery in its 2023 priorities.  The 
initial discussion will occur this Thursday 
afternoon, September 29, 2022.  Scroll 
down in this file to view the list of 
potential scallop priorities.  The Council 
may add additional items to the list 
during the discussion.  

Final action on 2023 Council priorities 
will take place during the Council’s 
December meeting in Newport, RI. 

IMPORTANT: The Council will not take 
up leasing again unless the issue is
added to a future priorities list and 
approved as a scallop priority by the full 
Council.  The Council annually discusses 
priorities for all of the species it 
manages and other responsibilities.

WHAT HAPPENED: Regarding the votes 
that failed on scallop leasing, several 
Council members expressed concern 
that 78% of the people who commented 
during the scoping process opposed 
leasing (see table at right for breakdown 
and next page for state-by-state chart).  
Opponents largely expressed concern 
about consolidation in the fishery and 
negative impacts to crewmembers and

2022 Scallop Leasing Scoping Meetings
Attendance by Port/Webinar

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/september-2022-council-meeting
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/2_220915_ED-to-Council-2023-Initial-Priorities.pdf
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individual vessel owners.  Many worried that leasing costs would be passed down to the crew.  The Council 
also heard from supporters of leasing.  Several proponents contended that boats were tied to the dock 
300+ days per year given current allocations in the fishery.  Supporters said they viewed leasing as a means 
for individual vessels to accumulate more fishing opportunities while allowing older vessels to be retired, 
which would save on expenses and improve safety. 

Some fishermen asked the 
Council to instead work on 
other issues that would 
benefit the fishery as a whole, 
such as finding mechanisms to
promote scallop recruitment 
and addressing undesirable 
practices in the fishery such as 
high-grading and deck loading.

Many stakeholders did support
finding a means to address 
catastrophic vessel losses in 
the fishery. 

In the end, after fully airing the 
issue and considering all of the 
comments, the Council did not 
initiate an amendment to 
consider scallop leasing. 

• Visit the Council’s leasing 
webpage:

• Visit the Scallop Survey
Working Group webpage.

• Visit the Council’s main 
scallop webpage.

QUESTIONS: Contact 
Jonathon Peros, the Council’s 
scallop plan coordinator, at 
jperos@nefmc.org or Sam
Asci, a fishery analyst for the
Council who led the scoping 
process for leasing, at 
sasci@nefmc.org.  

Scallop Leasing Views by State Expressed During Scoping

Audience members listen to the Council’s discussion on scallop leasing. – NEFMC photo 

https://www.nefmc.org/library/scoping-for-limited-access-scallop-leasing-program-learn-more
https://www.nefmc.org/committees/scallop-survey-working-group
https://www.nefmc.org/management-plans/scallops
mailto:jperos@nefmc.org
mailto:sasci@nefmc.org

