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MEETING SUMMARY 

Scallop Survey Working Group 

August 24, 2022 

 

The Scallop Survey Working Group (SSWG) met by webinar on August 24, 2022, to 1) review 

the DRAFT SSWG report and presentation of results and recommendations, and 2) complete any 

additional tasking to address the TORs. 

 

MEETING ATTENDANCE:   
Scallop Survey Working Group 

Peter Chase, NEFSC, Co-Chair Bill DuPaul, VIMS Emeritus, Co-Chair 

David Bethoney, CFRF Drew Minkiewicz, FSF 

Han Chang, NEFSC Tasha O'Hara, CFF  

Scott Gallagher, COV (not in attendance) Jonathon Peros, Council Staff 

Dvora Hart, NEFSC  Paul Rago, Retired NEFSC 

Chad Keith, NEFSC  Dave Rudders, VIMS 

Paul Kostovick, NEFSC Liese Siemann, CFF (not in attendance) 

Andy Lipsky, NEFSC (not in attendance) Ryan Silva, GARFO (not in attendance) 

Amber Lisi, ME DMR Kevin Stokesbury, SMAST 

Roger Mann, VIMS (not in attendance)  

SSWG Facilitators 

Cate O'Keefe, Fishery Applications Consulting  Jessica Joyce, Tidal Bay Consulting   

 

NEFMC staff member Sam Asci assisted with meeting logistics; there were four members of the 

public in attendance, including the Scallop Committee Chair and Committee members. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

The meeting began at 9:00am with introductory comments by facilitator Cate O’Keefe.  Dr. 

O’Keefe provided an overview of the agenda, including meeting objectives and deliverables.  

The major goal of the meeting was to review, edit, and enhance the draft SSWG report and 

presentation for the September Council meeting.  Meeting materials are available on the 

Council’s website:  

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/aug-24-2022-scallop-survey-working-group-webinar.  

 

SSWG DRAFT REPORT REVIEW: 

The SSWG received the draft “Scallop Survey Working Group Report and Recommendations” 

on August 8th with a request to review and return comments by August 18th.  At the August 24th 

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/aug-24-2022-scallop-survey-working-group-webinar
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meeting, the SSWG reviewed all feedback on the report and recommendations and updated the 

report text to reflect clarifications and additional information, including: 

• Clarify data governance and how survey partners will be accountable to follow data 

formatting and submission guidance; 

• Clarify to whom data recommendations are directed, e.g., the Council, Center, survey 

partners; 

• Rephrase and clarify the recommendation for resource prioritization for impacts to 

surveys from wind development and include language that the SSWG supports the 

federal mitigation approach; 

• Include range of annotation rate for HabCam surveys; 

• Expand background explanation for Center’s project to re-stratify the scallop survey; 

• Add a request to the RSA recommendations for NOAA to provide a report about RSA 

programmatic changes in early winter 2023; 

 

SSWG PRESENTATION REVIEW 

Dr. O’Keefe reviewed the draft SSWG presentation to be provided by the Co-Chairs to the 

Council at the September Council meeting.  The SSWG provided feedback, including: 

• Revise the slide related to GRTS sampling approach to include additional background 

information; 

• Add a slide to clarify that the SSWG was tasked with improving the current system, 

noting that overall, the system has performed well 

 

SSWG GENERAL COMMENTS  

The SSWG discussed potential uses of the report and recommendations by the Council and 

Center.  It was noted that the Council prioritized formation of the SSWG as a multi-year priority 

with the intent to implement recommendations.  Dr. O’Keefe reiterated statements made by the  

Council Executive Director and Center Director in April 2021 related to implementing SSWG 

recommendations to improve and enhance scallop survey coordination.  SSWG members 

highlighted the recommendations related to impacts from offshore wind and the potential utility 

for BOEM and NOAA as they advance mitigation strategies related to wind development. 

 

SSWG TASKING: 

The final steps for the SSWG include a planning meeting for the Co-Chairs to prepare for 

delivering the SSWG report to the Council in September, and the presentation from the Co-

Chairs at the September Council meeting.  The SSWG completed all other tasking and addressed 

all of the TORs.   

 

ADJOURN 

The Co-Chairs and facilitators thanked the SSWG, and the meeting adjourned at approximately 

10:35am. 


