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Habitat and Groundfish Committee members,  

As you consider information collected from fishermen interviews 

regarding the closed area alternatives in the Omnibus Habitat 

Amendment, I want to share with you fishermen’s catch 

information for halibut from Penobscot East Resource Center’s 

hook-based Sentinel Survey Fishery, which is particularly relevant 

for the eastern Maine area. 

Halibut are unfortunately poorly sampled by conventional trawl 

surveys, but are caught by Penobscot East’s Sentinel Survey 

Fishery, a partnership with the University of Maine and area 

fishermen. The project is funded by the Northeast Fisheries Science 

Center’s Cooperative Research Program, and is now in its 4
th

 year. 

Participating fishermen routinely catch juvenile (undersize) halibut 

within the area of the proposed Eastern Maine HMA. Halibut is a 

severely overfished, managed groundfish stock. Penobscot East has 

provided our catch data to the CATT, but not until after the CATT 

and PDT produced the recent Comparative Metrics Summary, and it 

is not yet represented in this report. Nevertheless, this information 

is essential to understand the value of the eastern Maine area for 

New England’s groundfish stocks.  

The New England Fishery Management Council has recently made 

substantial progress developing and advancing the Omnibus Habitat 

Amendment. This work is essential to successfully protecting 

juvenile essential fish habitat and spawning fish. It is widely 

acknowledged that closed areas provide resiliency in the face of 

climate change. Dr’s. Graham Sherwood and Jon Grabowski of the 

Gulf of Maine Research Institute have further demonstrated the 

value of New England’s closed areas for the groundfish fishery. 

Closed areas have been shown to harbor larger, more fecund fish, 

and in some cases a higher abundance of cod, haddock, and other 

key groundfish species. 
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Securing a future for fishing communities 
 



Finally, I want to highlight the diversity findings from the Comparative Metrics Summary, 

produced by the CATT and Habitat PDT, provided to committee members at the May 17
th

 joint 

meeting, and again this Thursday, September 5
th

. This report illustrates the Eastern Maine area’s 

contribution to ecosystem diversity. Eastern Maine received the 2
nd

 highest inverted Simpson 

Diversity Index score among all new habitat management areas for regulated groundfish species 

and the 2
nd

 highest score in the Shannon Diversity Index for all species in all areas (proposed or 

status quo). This area also received one of the highest weighted scores for key groundfish stocks.  

Thank you for considering the catch information from Penobscot East Resource Center’s fixed 

gear Sentinel Survey Fishery. This project augments the existing trawl surveys, particularly in its 

ability to catch species like halibut or to reach untrawlable areas of the coastal shelf. Please keep 

in mind the value of the Eastern Maine habitat management area proposal in light of both this 

catch information for halibut, as well as the area’s inherent ecological diversity value.  

Sincerely,  

 

Aaron Dority 

Director, Downeast Groundfish Initiative 

Manager, Northeast Coastal Communities Sector 

 


