
 
NOAA Fisheries Extends Emergency Measures for the 
Northeast Mul�species Fishery, Ensuring the Fishery 
Con�nues Uninterrupted Through April 30, 2026   
  
Today, NOAA Fisheries signed a temporary rule that extends the emergency measures necessary 
for the Northeast Mul�species to con�nue opera�ng in fishing year 2025. This ac�on ensures 
the fishery can con�nue without interrup�on in the absence of approved specifica�ons and 
other measures for the full fishing year 2025. The extended emergency measures would remain 
in place through April 30, 2026, unless replaced by other measures. With this emergency rule 
extension, all emergency measures remain in place. Sector and common pool alloca�ons are 
updated in this extension to reflect the final rosters that were not available when the 
emergency rule was originally implemented. Addi�onally, errors in table forma�ng in the 
original emergency rule are corrected.  
  
The emergency rule set interim specifica�ons for 2 stocks of cod (Gulf of Maine cod and 
Georges Bank cod) and for Georges Bank haddock, and affirmed specifica�ons for other 
Northeast Mul�species stocks previously set in Frameworks 65 and 66. The ac�on also 
approved groundfish sector opera�ons plans and allocated annual catch en�tlements to 
sectors, set trimester total allowable catches and possession limits for commercial vessels 
fishing in the common pool, and prohibited commercial common pool vessels and recrea�onal 
vessels from possessing Georges Bank cod. For all details see the Federal Register No�ce.   
  
Background: On May 2, 2025, NMFS published an emergency rule to implement fishing year 
2025 management measures for the Northeast Mul�species Fishery Management Plan (FMP). 
The emergency rule ensured that the fishery could operate at the start of the fishing year on 
May 1, 2025, mi�ga�ng the adverse economic impact to the groundfish fishery if measures 
were not put in place. The emergency rule is in effect for 180 days, from May 1, 2025, through 
October 28, 2025. Under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva�on and Management Act, an 
emergency rule can be extended for an addi�onal 186 days if necessary. Framework 69 to the 
FMP, which recommends the annual specifica�ons necessary to authorize the fishery to operate 
in the 2025 fishing year beginning on May 1, 2025, and projected specifica�ons for fishing years 
2026 and 2027, remains under considera�on by NMFS.   
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