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Scallops: Council Previews 2022 Survey Results; 
Receives Final Scallop Survey Working Group Report

The New England Fishery Management Council received its first overview of 2022 scallop survey results 
when it met in Gloucester for its late September hybrid meeting.  It also received the final report from the 
Scallop Survey Working Group (SSWG).

The most recent round of scallop surveys will help the Council develop 2023 fishing year specifications, 
which will be part of Framework Adjustment 36 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan.  The 
framework also will contain default specifications for 2024.

The Council was fortunate to have extensive scallop survey coverage in 2022 through the Scallop Research 
Set-Aside (RSA) Program and the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s survey on the R/V Hugh R. Sharp.

The surveys found several areas with new sets of seed scallops, as well as beds with concentrations of 
smaller scallops that are continuing to grow.  These are positive signs that bode well for the future.  

A high-density aggregation of small scallops in Closed Area II Southeast 
taken during the 2022 scallop survey season.  

– Coonamessett Farm Foundation HabCam image

However, the surveys also revealed that 
biomass overall was at its lowest 
observed level since 1999, largely due 
to minimal recruitment over the past 
several years.  As a result, access area 
trip allocations for 2023 are expected 
to be reduced from 2022 levels.  

2022 Survey Highlights
CLOSED AREA I: Surveys found a strong 
cohort of scallops in the 40-millimeter 
size range in Closed Area I.  The Council 
may consider closing this area to 
protect the small scallops for further 
grow-out and future harvest.

CLOSED AREA II: The 2022 surveys 
found recruitment in the southeast 
portion of Closed Area II and, to a 
lesser degree, in the extension.  The

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/september-2022-council-meeting
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5b.-FW36-AE.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5a.-Survey-Biomass-Data-v1.pdf
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Closed Area II Access Area presently contains the highest concentration of harvestable scallops in the 
fishery, and 2023 access area trips are expected focus on this area.  The Council may consider combining 
the southeast, southwest, and extension portions of Closed Area II into one larger Closed Area II Scallop 
Rotational Access Area (see map next page).

NANTUCKET LIGHTSHIP: The 2022 surveys found small scallops in the Nantucket Lightship West area.  The 
Council may consider closing this portion of Nantucket Lightship in 2023 to protect these very young 
scallops for additional grow-out and potential

Scallop Biomass Trends from 2015 – 2022
Total (Top) and by Georges Bank and Mid-Atlantic Region

future harvest.  

Nantucket Lightship North, South, and the Triangle 
may be candidates to revert to open bottom in 
2023 now that biomass there has declined 
considerably.  The Council may consider leaving 
Nantucket Lightship South as an access area for 
the first 60 days of the 2023 fishing year to allow 
scallopers to fish unused allocation from 2022. 

NEW YORK BIGHT: Last year, the Council created 
a New York Bight Closure in Framework 34.  The 
2022 surveys again found multiple year classes 
of scallops in this area that still have growth 
potential.  The Council may consider keeping this 
area closed in 2023 to allow further grow-out 
and then consider allowing access in the 2024 
fishing year.  

Research suggests that a closure may increase 
the odds of recruitment in areas to the south like 
the Elephant Trunk or Hudson Canyon.

ELEPHANT TRUNK: Scallop dredge and Habitat 
Camera Mapping System (HabCam) surveys 
found good recruitment in the Elephant Trunk 
Area in the Mid-Atlantic.  These recruits were 
two-plus years old.  The Council may consider 
closing this area to protect young scallops for 
future harvest.

NORTHERN GULF OF MAINE: Most of the 
biomass in the Northern Gulf of Maine (NGOM) 
is on Stellwagen Bank north of 42 degrees 20 
minutes.
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BOTTOM LINE: Closed Area II is the access area that can likely support rotational fishing in 2023.  While 
landings in 2023 are expected to decline from 2022 levels, the new recruitment and growth of smaller 
scallops observed during the 2022 surveys will begin contributing to the fishery in 2024 or 2025.  At that
point, the fishery may see an upswing in allocations 
and landings again.

WHAT’S NEXT: The Scallop Plan Development Team 
(PDT) will be analyzing allocation alternatives for both 
access areas and open area days-at-sea based on the 
biomass of harvestable-size scallops found during the 
2022 surveys.  The Council’s Scallop Advisory Panel and 
Scallop Committee will work on the alternatives 
throughout the fall in advance of the Council taking 
final action on Framework 36 during its December 
meeting.  

Most of the biomass in the Northern Gulf of Maine 
is on Stellwagen Bank north of 42° 20’ based on 
2022 surveys conducted by the School for Marine 
Science and Technology at UMass Dartmouth.

The Council may discuss combining Closed Area II 
East, Southwest, and the Extension into a single 
scallop rotational access area for 2023.The Council also received the final report from the 

Scallop Survey Working Group.

The Council devoted well over a year to this project, 
which was a 2022 scallop priority.  Among other issues, 
the working group was charged with: 

• Helping to facilitate collaboration around integrated 
approaches to scallop surveys that support stock 
assessments and management; 

• Making recommendations about specific issues 
stemming from the Council’s Research Set-Aside 
(RSA) Program Review (2019), the Scallop Survey 
Peer Review (2015), and the 2018 research track 
assessment (SARC 65); and

• Addressing the likely disruption that offshore wind 
development will have on scallop surveys and 
monitoring operations.

The working group developed numerous 
recommendations, which are being considered as a 
roadmap for next steps to continuing to improve survey 
coordination and outcomes.

Scallop Survey Working Group

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4b.-SSWG-Report-September-2022.pdf
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These recommendations covered data needs and highlighted improvements to RSA survey priorities, 
planning, and coordination.  The group considered future needs of the scallop survey system in a changing 
ocean environment, which led to the development of several recommendations related to offshore wind 
activities and potential impacts to scallop surveys.

• View the presentation the Council received during its September meeting.  Here are the SSWG’s Terms of 
Reference (TORs).  Download the final report.

• Get a copy of Appendix 1, which contains the working group’s Scallop Survey Metadata Catalog, and 
Appendix 2, which contains the Scallop Survey Guiding Principles.

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s 2022 scallop survey 
on the R/V Hugh R. Sharp.   – NEFSC photo

“The SSWG assessed the current scallop survey 
system and concluded that the overall system is one 
of the best data collection programs in the world.”

“The system has multiple independent estimates 
of biomass, abundance, and density and the ability 
to integrate estimates to meet science and 
management objectives.”

Download a copy of the SSWG’s final report and 
recommendations HERE. 

• Visit the Scallop Survey Working Group 
webpage for meeting summaries and 
related documents as the group conducted 
its work.

QUESTIONS? Anyone with questions about 
the SSWG report or the 2022 scallop survey 
overview can contact Jonathon Peros, the 
Council’s scallop plan coordinator, at 
jperos@nefmc.org. 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4a.-SSWG-Report-Presentation-September-2022.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/210430_M_SSWG_TORS.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4b.-SSWG-Report-September-2022.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4c.-SSWG-Report-Appendix-1-Scallop-Survey-System-Metadata-Catalog.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4d.-SSWG-Report-Appendix-2-Scallop-Survey-Guiding-Principles.pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/1.-SSWG-Report-September-2022.pdf
https://www.nefmc.org/committees/scallop-survey-working-group
mailto:jperos@nefmc.org

