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Council Initiates Monkfish and Skate Specifications; Approves 
Monkfish RSA Priorities; Discusses Skate Limited Access Steps  

The New England Fishery Management Council covered several issues related to monkfish and skates 
during its mid-June meeting in So. Portland, Maine.  Here’s a quick rundown: 

• Monkfish – The Council: (1) initiated Framework Adjustment 12 to the Monkfish Fishery Management 
Plan (FMP), which will include specifications for the 2020-2022 monkfish fishing years and any 
associated management measures that may be needed; and (2) approved 2020-2021 priorities for the 
Monkfish Research Set-Aside (RSA) Program.

• Skates – The Council: (1) initiated Framework Adjustment 8 to the Northeast Skate Complex FMP, which 
will include specifications for the 2020-2021 fishing years and other measures if needed; and (2) 
received a progress report on Amendment 5, which is being developed to consider options to potentially 
limit access to the skate wing and skate bait fisheries.

The Monkfish and Skate Plan Development Teams (PDTs) will work on specifications and related measures 
over the summer and report back to their respective committees and advisory panels.  The Council is 
expected to take final action on both framework actions during its September meeting in Gloucester, MA.

At left, monkfish on deck.  – NEFMC photo

Monkfish Research Set-Aside Program 

The Council approved the following research priorities for 
the upcoming 2020-2021 RSA request for proposals.  
These are ranked in order of preference.

1. Research on monkfish life history, focusing on: (a) age 
and growth; (b) longevity; (c) reproduction; and (d) 
natural mortality;

2. Studies of stock structure/stock identification and 
implications for stock assessment and fisheries 
management;

3. Development of a standardized catch-per-unit-effort 
(CPUE) time series to estimate relative abundance; and

4. Cooperative research surveys to supplement current 
survey coverage.
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Additional Monkfish RSA Priorities for 2020-2021

5. Research concerning bycatch and discard mortality focusing on: (a) target species such as monkfish or 
Northeast multispecies/groundfish; and (b) non-target species such as skates or undersize monkfish.

6. Trawl and gillnet gear studies focusing on: (a) bycatch reduction, including reducing interactions and 
injury/mortality associated with these interactions, for sea turtles, Atlantic sturgeon, Northern right 
whales, humpback whales, and other protected species; and (b) size and/or species selectivity.

7. Ecological studies on protected species and monkfish as a new monkfish RSA priority, including 
consideration of monkfish and protected species’ responses to environmental/climate change and how 
these responses have the potential to change interaction risks to protected species.  And,

8. Research concerning trophic interactions of monkfish with other species.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS, NOAA Fisheries) is expected to issue a Federal Funding 
Opportunity announcement later this year to solicit RSA proposals based on the eight identified priorities.

Winter skate being measured aboard the Research 
Survey Vessel Henry B. Bigelow.   – NEFSC photo

Northeast Skate Complex FMP:  Amendment 5

The Council also received a Skate Amendment 5 progress 
report.  The Skate Committee and Skate Advisory Panel 
both met twice – once in April and again in May – to 
discuss potential alternatives for limiting access to the 
skate wing and skate bait fisheries, which operate 
distinctly from each other.

The Council approved two objectives to address issues 
raised by industry and committee members during the 
April/May meetings.  These were:

• That any management measures adopted in this 
limited access action minimize impacts on any other 
fisheries that have interactions with skates; and

• To identify the various fishery components that use the 
skate resource and preserve, to the extent possible, 
through limited access, ongoing participating in the 
fishery consistent with how past utilization has 
occurred.

The Skate PDT will continue analyzing skate wing and bait 
landings data to better identify directed and non-directed 
participants in the fishery and review potential 
qualification criteria and alternatives for further 
committee and AP discussion later this summer or fall.

• Materials used during this Council meeting 
are available at skates and monkfish.

• Questions?  Contact Dr. Fiona Hogan, the 
Council’s Skate FMP and Monkfish FMP 
coordinator, at (978) 465-0492 ext. 121, 

fhogan@nefmc.org

https://www.nefmc.org/library/june-2019-skates
https://www.nefmc.org/library/june-2019-monkfish

