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Council Endorses 2022 U.S./Canada TACs; Discusses Groundfish
Framework 63, Focuses Options to Promote Stock Rebuilding

The allocation shares for 2022 are based on the following formula:  historical 
catches are weighted 10%; and resource distribution based on trawl surveys is 
weighted 90%.  The 2022 TACs reflect the following changes from the 2021 
U.S. quotas:

• Eastern Georges Bank Cod:  30.5 mt decrease
• Eastern Georges Bank Haddock: 141 mt increase
• Georges Bank Yellowtail Flounder: 42 mt increase

The map at right shows the area that applies to both Eastern Georges Bank 
cod and Eastern Georges Bank haddock.

During its late-September 2021 meeting, the New England Fishery Management Council agreed by 
consensus to accept the U.S./Canada Transboundary Management Guidance Committee’s (TMGC) total 
allowable catch (TAC) recommendations for three shared groundfish resources on Georges Bank.  These 
involve Eastern Georges Bank cod, Eastern Georges Bank haddock, and Georges Bank yellowtail flounder.  
The TMGC recommended the TACs based on advice from the U.S./Canada Transboundary Resources 
Assessment Committee (TRAC).  The U.S. has members on both the TMGC and the TRAC.  The TRAC deals 
with the science and assessment end of the process, while the TMGC focuses on management.

The TACs will be included in Framework Adjustment 63 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management 
Plan, which is under development.  The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS, NOAA Fisheries) must 
approve the TACs before they are implemented.

https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/september-2021-council-meeting
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3g_210929_2021-TRAC_Presentation_NEFMC.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3h_210929_2022-TMGC-Guidance_Presentation_NEFMC.pdf
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The TMGC made the following comments about each of the shared stocks.

• Eastern Georges Bank Cod – The status of the stock 
remains poor.  The TMGC sought to reduce the 
quota in 2022 while continuing to: (1) balance the 
utilization of other species; (2) respond to signals in 
survey indices; and (3) consider risks to the stock.  
The TMGC concluded that the most appropriate 
combined U.S./Canada TAC for 2022 is 571 mt, 
which is a 10% decrease from 2021 and within the 
catch advice provided by the TRAC.

• Eastern Georges Bank Haddock – The TMGC 
concluded that the most appropriate combined TAC 
for 2022 is 14,100 mt, which is unchanged from the 
2021 TAC.  This quota is consistent with the catch 
advice provided by the TRAC and is “not likely to be 
a conservation concern.”

• Georges Bank Yellowtail Flounder – The TRAC used 

The area above, which includes water on both sides of 
the U.S./Canada international boundary (diagonal line), 
applies to Georges Bank yellowtail flounder.

Groundfish Framework Adjustment 63

• a constant catch “limiter” approach to develop its TAC recommendation.  The TMGC agreed with the 
TRAC’s recommendation using this approach, but only for 2022 pending further discussions on the use of 
this tool.  The 200 mt total TAC for 2022 is an increase from 125 mt in 2021.  However, the stock remains
on a declining trend despite reductions in catch to historically low amounts. This trend ”indicates a poor 
state of the resource.”  Available information suggests that current levels of catch are not the primary 
factor impacting stock rebuilding.  The TMGC sought to balance stock conditions and utilization of other 
species.  

Framework Adjustment 63 contains five 
primary components that are being developed 
for anticipated final action at the Council’s 
December 2021 meeting.  Implementation by 
NOAA Fisheries is targeted for May 1, 2022, 
the start of the new fishing year.  

In short, the proposed specifications and 
measures in the framework include:

• 2022 total allowable catches for 
U.S./Canada shared resources, which the 
Council endorsed at this September 
meeting, as well as 2022-2023A successful recreational fishing trip.  

– Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association photo 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3e_TSR_2021_Eastern-Georges-Bank-Cod_Final.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3f_TSR_2021_Eastern-Georges-Bank-Haddock_Final.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3d_TSR_2021_Georges-Bank-Yellowtail_Final.pdf
https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/december-2021-council-meeting
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specifications for the Georges Bank yellowtail flounder stock;

• 2022-2024 specifications for Georges Bank cod and Gulf of Maine cod and possible adjustments to 2022 
specifications for Georges Bank haddock and Gulf of Maine haddock;

• 2022 specifications for white hake based on the rebuilding plan implemented under Framework 61;

• Additional measures to promote stock rebuilding; and

• Alternatives to the current default specifications system.  Default specifications are implemented for 
stocks that do not have specifications for the incoming fishing year.  The process was established to 
ensure that the groundfish fishery could receive allocations and the fishing year could start on schedule
on May 1, even with a delay in rulemaking for the annual framework action.

Stock Rebuilding: The Council made three decisions at this meeting to help guide the work on 
measures to promote stock rebuilding under Framework Adjustment 63.

1. Due to the potential outcome of the pending 2021 Georges Bank Cod Management Track Stock 
Assessment, the Council voted unanimously to have Georges Bank cod be “the highest priority under 
additional measures to promote stock rebuilding.”  The stock is overfished and in “poor condition.” 

2. The Council then agreed by consensus that, if time allows, additional measures to promote stock 
rebuilding will focus on Gulf of Maine cod and Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic winter flounder, two 
stocks that recently were deemed by NMFS to be making inadequate progress under their current 
rebuilding programs.  However, the Council explicitly stated, “If this will impact our ability to finalize 
Framework 63 in December, we will move this work to the next available groundfish action.” 

3. Additionally, and once again in light of the recent Georges Bank cod assessment, the Council voted 
unanimously to develop alternatives to “adjust the recreational catch target and develop recreational 
measures to not exceed the recreational catch target for Georges Bank cod.”

The Council received a 
presentation on the 2021 
Atlantic Cod Stock Structure 
Management Workshops.  
Visit the workshop website for 
a roundup of the agendas, 
slides, and summary notes 
from the three science and 
assessment workshops and 
five management workshops 
that were held over the spring 
and summer.

How to Find Cod 
Workshop Materials

Questions?  Contact Dr. Jamie Cournane, the Council’s groundfish plan 
coordinator, at jcournane@nefmc.org; (978) 465-0492, ext. 103.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3_210611_Groundfish_FW61_Appendix_III_White_Hake_Rebuilding_210629_125604.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/2021-16070.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3c_210916_GFPDT-memo-to-CMTE-re-FW63-default-specs-analysis_with-attachments.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/0.a_210621-Memo-Nies-to-Council-re-Groundfish-Default-Specifications.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/3_September-2021-Management-Track-Assessment-Report.FinalDraft.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4_210929-Atlantic-cod-stock-structure-management-workshops-overview.pdf
https://seagrant.unh.edu/2021-atlantic-cod-stock-workshops

