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Monkfish Defense Fund
c/o Marc Agger
Brooklyn Navy Yard, Bldg. 313
Brooklyn, New York 11205

January 30,2011

Subject: Comments on the Monkfish Fishery Management Plan Amendment 6 - Catch Shares
Discussion and Scoping Document.

The Monkfish Defense Fund (MDF) is an association of monkfish fishermen, dealers, processors and
exporters. Following are our comments on the Catch Shares Discussion and Scoping Document.

1)  The Monkfish Defense Fund (MDF) is opposed to any form of Sector Management in the
Southern Management Area (SMA), and is equally opposed to any attempts to LINK monkfish
management in the SMA to the New England Groundfish Sector Management System in any way,
shape or form.

2)  The MDF supports having each permitted monkfish vessel’s catch history in the Northern
Management Area (NMA) and SMA clearly defined and restricted to that particular management
area when determining future allocations, catch shares, quotas, any NMA-only sector program,
ete.

3)  The MDF urgently requests the councils reaffirm the Control Date for permitted monkfish
vessels to coincide with the end of the 2009 fishing year at the earliest possible moment.

4)  Considering the differences in the characteristics of the monkfish and associated fisheries in the
NMA and the SMA, the MDF supports separate and distinct management regimes in each area if
the industry in the North and the South cannot come to agreement over a single management
program,

5)  The MDF supports having a double referendum for all legitimate permit holders in the SMA to
determine if the fishermen: (1) wish to explore the possibility of fishing under a catch shares
program; and (2) to approve any final catch share program. Each referendum would be subject to
the two-thirds majority requirement for adoption.

6)  If the initial referendum shows that members of the fishery in the SMA are in favor of
considering management via catch shares, the MDF requests that the Monkfish Catch Share
Allocation and ITQ Referendum Proposal — revised 6/4/09, serves to initiate discussions on catch
shares, The MDF does not endorse any of the particular options presented in the document, nor
does it reject any options that are not included.

7)  The MDE supports having the SMA monkfish fishery included in the Mid-Atlantic Council’s
“visioning process” for a discussion of potential catch share fisheries in the Mid-Atlantic region.
The MDF believes this is an opportunity to inform future decision-making in the region that
should not be ignored.

8)  The MDF does not support moving forward with a catch share program while the monkfish
stock remains in a data poor condition. The MDF requests that NMFS take whatever steps are
necessary as soon as possible to have monkfish removed from the “Data Poor Species List”



including at least two more cooperative trawl surveys, one conducted every second year beginning
in the spring of 2012,

9)  The MDF will not support any management regime in the SMA that substantially changes the
character of the fishery as it exists today if it is not designed and accepted by a majority of fishery
participants.

The MDF believes that monkfish management as it is currently being done is meeting the needs of the
monkfish industry and that from fisherman to dealer we would all be better served if resources that would
be committed to designing and then “selling” a catch shares management program in the SMA were
nstead devoted to increasing the level of knowledge of the monkfish stock. Simply removing monkfish
from the Data Poor category would provide significant tangible benefits to the participants in the fishery
(as well as to the fish) while entailing none of the dislocations that a move to catch shares would
unquestionably generate.

Finally, we have been informed that the Mid-Atlantic Council has formed a Social Science Subcommiltee
of its Scientific and Statistical Committee. While it’s not a part of the scoping document, we are taking
this opportunity to request that this Subcommittee explore Community-Based Management options which
might be appropriate for the monkfish fishery in the Southern Management Area. We will provide as
much input, information and support to this effort as we are able to.

Sincerely,

Marc Agger

Email: marcagger@gmail,com
Telephone: 718-855-1717
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To Whom It May Concern:

T would like to start off by saying I am not for or against seesss or 1TQ’s. There are a lot
of questions that need to be answered first. Here are some of my concetns. First one is,
right now only haif of permits are active. That means everyone who is fishing at 90 or
100% of it’s potential is going to get less fish than they are now to accommodate the
permits that are not actively fishing. Unused permits need to be addressed.

I you look at page 15 for fishing year 2009, I took a rough tally of how many pounds of
monk I caught and both of my vessels are in the top 1/8" of boats catching between
65,000 and 235,000 lbs. of monk. But if you look at page 13 and find Hampton Bays
and look at the dollar value, I know I caught almost that much myself. That to me says
the data is wrong. And if mine isn’t right it is a safe bet that most others are wrong too.
There are at least five other directed boats that fish there part of the time also, not
counting all non directed fishing trips for the whole port.

History from the north has to stay in the north and history from the south has to stay in
the south. Qualifying years should be current like from 2003 -2008. Current years show
economic dependency. For example: potentially a boat in the north could land more fish
in one trip than I could for the whole year by fishing exclusively in the south. By
dividing history up into each area it levels the playing field for everyone. .

Who is going to pay for dockside monitors and mandatory observer coverage? Ican’t.
At a time when operating costs are going up for equipment there is less room for profit.
Tt seems like it is more about giving someone else a job while you are on the verge of
losing yours.

T would like to see what we are going to get before we decide what we are going to do. I
don’t want to be forced into something because in your mind you think it is going to be
better, then to find out later that it is worse. I can’t afford to have things get worse. 1
know what we have now and how it works.

Sincerely,

Tim Froelich
¥/V’s Miss Independence & Liberty
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