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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

DATE: August 9, 2016 

TO: Herring Advisory Panel 

FROM: Peter Kendall, Herring Committee Chairman 

SUBJECT: Herring Advisory Panel meeting on August 16, 2016 

 

There will be a Herring Advisory Panel (AP) meeting at the Holiday Inn in Mansfield, MA on Tuesday, 

August 16, 2016 starting at 9:30 AM. 

 

Purpose. The AP has three major tasks for this meeting.  First, staff will review PDT analysis related to 

localized depletion and the AP should be prepared to make initial recommendations on a potential range of 

alternatives for the Herring Committee to consider including in Amendment 8.  Second, staff will review 

alternatives and preliminary analysis in Framework 5, an action initiated to potentially adjust Georges Bank 

haddock accountability measures (AMs) for the herring mid-water trawl fishery. No specific action is 

needed by the AP at this meeting, but additional clarifications or modifications to the alternatives could be 

suggested.  Finally, the AP should be prepared to provide recommendations for a list of potential work 

priorities for 2017 for the Herring Committee to consider.  Specific tasking items for the AP are in 

boldface under each action summarized on the next page. 

 

Meeting Materials. As they become available, the documents listed below will be posted to 

www.nefmc.org, and paper copies will be provided at the meeting, as well as any additional meeting 

materials. If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Deirdre Boelke 

(dboelke@nefmc.org; 978-465-0492 x105). 

 

1. Amendment 8 – Draft Discussion Document 

2. Amendment 8 –PDT memo on localized depletion, August 9, 2016 

3. Amendment 8 –PDT memo on localized depletion, March 25, 2016 

4. Amendment 8 – Staff presentation, August 16-17, 2016 

5. Framework 5 – Draft Discussion Document 

6. Framework 5 – Staff presentation, August 16-17, 2016 

7. DRAFT Herring PDT Meeting Summary, July 28, 2016 

8. Herring AP Meeting Summary, June 1, 2016 

9. Herring Cte meeting Summary, June 2, 2016 

10. Potential Herring Work Priorities for 2017 
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Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan 

Management Strategy Evaluation 

Recent activity. On June 22, 2016 the Council received a summary of the public workshop held in 

May on a Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) to support the development of alternatives 

regarding the Atlantic herring Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) control rule. The Council approved 

the objectives, performance metrics, and control rules to be tested as recommended by the Herring 

PDT, AP, and Committee.  These recommendations are summarized in the Draft Discussion Document 

for Amendment 8 (Document #1).   

Next Steps. The NEFSC with additional support from the PDT is completing the technical simulation 

work for the various control rule alternatives developed at the stakeholder workshop.  Currently a 

second workshop is being considered for December 2016 to review the preliminary results and seek 

additional feedback from the public.  The AP is not scheduled to take any action on A8 related to 

MSE at this meeting; it is an update only on the progress of analyses to date and a summary of 

potential next steps.   

 

Localized depletion 

Recent activity. The Herring PDT has met several times to work on the analytical tasks provided by 

the Herring Committee at recent meetings (Documents #2 and #3). 

Next Steps. Staff will review analyses completed to date and the AP should have an initial discussion 

of potential alternatives to be considered in Amendment 8 related to localized depletion.  Staff will 

summarize ideas that were raised during scoping, and the AP should be prepared to recommend 

potential alternatives for the Committee to consider. It is likely that it will take more than one 

meeting to identify the final range of alternatives that will be considered in this action.    

 

Atlantic herring - Georges Bank haddock action (Framework 5) 

Recent activity. In April 2016, the Council initiated a framework to consider amending: the herring fishery 

catch cap of Georges Bank haddock, associated accountability measures, and their implementation.  In June 

2016, the Council clarified that the framework to consider amending the herring fishery catch cap of 

Georges Bank haddock will be considered in Groundfish Framework 56, and a separate framework would 

consider modifications to the associated accountability measures (AMs) in the herring fishery (later named 

Framework 5).  The range of alternatives for both actions were identified, and the Council approved the 

purpose and need for the action considering modifications to the AMs.  These recommendations have been 

further developed in the Draft Discussion Document for Framework 5 (Document #5).   

Next steps. The PDT will further develop Framework 5 over the summer and fall.  Updates are expected 

for the September Council meeting, and final action is scheduled for November 2016 with implementation 

in May 2017.  No specific action is needed, but the AP can recommend any necessary clarifications or 

additional input on the range of alternatives currently under development.   

 

Priorities for 2017 – Herring FMP 

Recent activity. The PDT reviewed the list of potential priorities for 2017 with one additional 

recommendation about supporting future herring research (Document #10). 

Next steps. The AP should be prepared to make initial recommendations for a list of potential 

work priorities for the Herring Committee to consider.  Final recommendations for work priorities 

will be scheduled for a future meeting (October/November) prior to final Council action in November 

2016.   


