


England Fishery Management Council’s Plan Development Team to project dredge hours in the
Mid-Atlantic using the Scallop Area Management Simulator (SAMS) model. Using the SAMS
model in this context will allow the Council to consider projected dredge hours during the
development of annual specification alternatives in order to avoid exceeding the dredge hour
trigger in the future.

As previously noted, because the 2-year dredge hour benchmark was exceeded, we have
reinitiated formal consultation under the Endangere Species Act on the operation of the scallop
fishery. Staff and I will update you on the progress of this consultation at the April Council
meeting.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kegional Aaministrator

cc: Thomas A. Nies, New England Fishery Management Council, Executive Director
Dr. Jon Hare, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, Director



