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RSA: Background and Process

 Scallop RSA program began in 1999.

 Evolved over time,1.275 million pounds set-aside each year 

to fund research projects. 

 About 10-15 projects are funded annually. 

 No federal funds – awards in pounds of scallop – allocated 

through competitive grants process.

 Council recommends RSA priorities at June meeting for 

summer announcement of the funding opportunity.

 Management and Technical Reviews during the fall.

 Final project selections early the following year.
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2022/2023 - RSA Priorities
2022/2023 RSA Priorities – Link to full RSA priorities 

 Highest Priority - Surveys

 High Priority Non-survey research (equal priority)
 2. Scallop Biology

 3. Turtle behavior 

 General Research Needs (not in rank order)
 4. Scallop Recruitment Supplementation (Focus on federal fishery, 

added development of standards and best practices, evaluation on 
economic feasibility).

 5. Bycatch: small scallops and non-target species.

 6. Gear: Commercial dredge research.
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Scallop-RSA-Program-Time-to-Submit-Applications-for-2022-2023-Awards-Based-on-NEFMC-Research-Priorities.pdf


Current Enhancement Priority
2022/2023 RSA Priorities – Link to full RSA priorities 

 General research topic.

 “Scallop Recruitment Supplementation: Research to develop the 
tools, such as spat collection, grow out of juvenile scallops, predator 
control, and offshore seeding, to supplement natural recruitment of 
scallops for the federally managed scallop fishery.

 Research could focus on the development of standards and best 
practices for using husbandry techniques to enhance the wild 
capture fishery or could evaluate the economic feasibility of 
enhancement efforts.”
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Scallop-RSA-Program-Time-to-Submit-Applications-for-2022-2023-Awards-Based-on-NEFMC-Research-Priorities.pdf


Committee Motion
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Committee Tasking (cont.)
 Tasking Motion from Committee re: Industry funded scallop 

transplanting update

 Assess the utility of the NLS-Triangle as a closed area in 2023

 Examine the application of transplanting scallops in future Council actions

 Next steps:

 Enhancement themed session as part of the Scallop Research Share Day(s), 
with additional time for PDT review of projects, including CFF work

 Based on Share Day Discussion → Brief memo from the PDT in May or 
June, 2022 addressing:

1. Recommendation for use of NLS-Triangle in the scallop rotational program 

2. Any PDT recommendations on RSA priorities related to scallop enhancement 

3. PDT feedback on CFF report 
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Council Interest and Correspondence
 Recent Council interest in enhancement through:

 Scallop RSA priorities → 5-year research priorities

 Share day updates from Milford Lab (NEFSC)

 Industry trip to Japan in 2019

 Industry/AP discussions about moving small, slow growing 

scallops in the NLS-South-deep area

 Correspondence re: enhancement issues going back to the 

late 90’s…
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Then….
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Now….

10https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5a.-Additional-Correspondence_220127_154837.pdf

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5a.-Additional-Correspondence_220127_154837.pdf


Hokkaido (2019)
 Coordinated by NOAA 

Fisheries.

 Focus:  Aquaculture Practices & 

Governance. Seed-sowing 

techniques used in Hokkaido. 
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Patinopecten yessoensis



Discussion
Issues:

 Ocean warming/changing currents

 Wind farm development, new ocean uses

 Predation

 Fishing practices 
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Possible Objectives of Enhancement:

 Increase odds of recruitment success 

 Stabilize or Increase production

 Meat size increases



Current Enhancement Priority
2022/2023 RSA Priorities – Link to full RSA priorities 

 General research topic.

 “Scallop Recruitment Supplementation: Research to develop the 
tools, such as spat collection, grow out of juvenile scallops, predator 
control, and offshore seeding, to supplement natural recruitment of 
scallops for the federally managed scallop fishery.

 Research could focus on the development of standards and best 
practices for using husbandry techniques to enhance the wild 
capture fishery or could evaluate the economic feasibility of 
enhancement efforts.”
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/Scallop-RSA-Program-Time-to-Submit-Applications-for-2022-2023-Awards-Based-on-NEFMC-Research-Priorities.pdf


14



Today’s Meeting:
Objectives:  Researchers to share information about ongoing 

and upcoming projects. PDT develop input on recent work and 

recommendations on RSA enhancement research priority.
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Milford, CT

Woods Hole, MA



PDT Discussion:
Objectives:  

 Provide input on recent work by CFF (11am)
 Methods/Results

 Develop recommendations on RSA enhancement research 
priority (11:30am)
 Continue? 

 Refine? 

 Consider NLS-Triangle as a rotational area
 CFF project (today)

 Management considerations for 2023 given status of NLS-
South (May 24/31)
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Upcoming Meetings (2022)

https://www.nefmc.org/management-
plans/scallops

May 6 – Scallop Research Share Day #2

May 24 – Scallop PDT meeting 

May 31 – Scallop PDT meeting

 June 14 – Scallop AP (in person, Boston)

 June 15 – Scallop Committee (in person, Boston)

 June 28-30 – Council Meeting (in person, Portland)

 Scoping meeting for Limited Access Leasing (9)
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https://www.nefmc.org/management-plans/scallops
https://www.nefmc.org/library/scoping-for-limited-access-scallop-leasing-program-learn-more
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