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SSC Recommendations in 2017
1. ABC for the Georges Bank yellowtail flounder stock should not exceed 300 mt 

for FY2018 and FY2019, with the expectation that the FY2019 catch 
specifications will be revisited and possibly adjusted following the 2018 TRAC 
assessment. OFL for the stock remains unknown.

2. The SSC SCWG should continue its work to develop a control rule for the GB 
yellowtail flounder stock. The work should be extended to offer advice on the 
most important uncertainties to consider for simulation work. The control rule 
should be developed in the context of the Council’s Risk Policy, and should be 
available for use by the SSC as a method to consider in specification setting in 
2018 for FY 2019. The SSC suggests that the Council consider this as a priority 
in terms of supporting this effort with appropriate resources.
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Groundfish Fishery Catch Performance
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Total Bank (US/CA) Catch Performance
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Ratio of US Landings to US Discards

2014

2017



6

Demand Function for Yellowtail Founder



 The PDT recommends a decrease in the GB yellowtail flounder quota from the 
2018 quota of 300 mt. The PDT remains concerned about the continued declines 
in survey biomass estimates, low stock productivity, and poor state of the stock.

 Applying the empirical approach, the TRAC recommended an upper bound of 
6% on the exploitation rate for catch advice, resulting in 68mt for 2019. The PDT 
concurs with TRAC that quotas should be reduced from 2018 quota of 300 mt

 As an alternative approach to the TRAC recommendation, the PDT recommends 
setting the ABC for FY2019 (and FY2020) at the recent three-year (2015-2017) 
average catch ([118+44+95]/3), 86mt.
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PDT Recommendation



Biological/Ecological – natural mortality 
Economic – scallop fishery effort
Social- fishing communities such as New Bedford 

and Gloucester
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Additional Information to Evaluate Risk
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Scallop Plan Development Team Memo
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Scallop Fishery Catch Performance
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Scallop Fishery and Closed Area II
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Scallop Fishery Monthly Catches
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