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19-01 MISC 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON FISHES CONSIDERED TO BE  

TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES OR OCEANIC, PELAGIC,  
AND HIGHLY MIGRATORY ELASMOBRANCHS 

 
 

RECALLING the work of the Working Group on Convention Amendment to clarify the scope of the 
Convention through the development of proposed amendments to the Convention; 

 
FURTHER RECALLING that the proposed amendments developed by the Working Group on Convention 

Amendment included defining “ICCAT species” to include tuna and tuna-like fishes and elasmobranchs 
that are oceanic, pelagic, and highly migratory; 

 
NOTING the work of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) to determine which 

modern taxonomic groupings correspond to the definition of “tuna and tuna-like fishes” in Article IV of 
the Convention, and which elasmobranch species would be considered “oceanic, pelagic, and highly 
migratory”; 

 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 
ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Upon the entry into force of the amendments to the Convention as developed by the Working Group 

on Convention Amendment, the term “tuna and tuna-like fishes” shall be understood to include the 
species of the family Scombridae, with the exception of the genus Scomber, and the sub-order 
Xiphioidei. 

 
2. Upon the entry into force of the amendments to the Convention as developed by the Working Group 

on Convention Amendment, the term “elasmobranchs that are oceanic, pelagic, and highly migratory” 
shall be understood to include the species as follows: 
 

Orectolobiformes 
 
Rhincodontidae 
Rhincodon typus (Smith 1828) – Whale shark, Requin baleine, Tiburón ballena 
 

Lamniformes 
 
Pseudocarchariidae 
Pseudocarcharias kamoharai (Matsubara 1936) – Crocodile shark, Requin crocodile, Tiburón cocodrilo 
 
Lamnidae 
Carcharodon carcharias (Linnaeus 1758) – Great white shark, Grand requin blanc, Jaquetón blanco 
Isurus oxyrinchus (Rafinesque 1810) – Shortfin mako, Taupe bleue, Marrajo dientuso 
Isurus paucus (Guitart Manday 1966) – Longfin mako, Petite taupe, Marrajo carite 
Lamna nasus (Bonnaterre 1788) – Porbeagle, Requin-taupe commun, Marrajo sardinero 
 
Cetorhinidae 
Cetorhinus maximus (Gunnerus 1765) – Basking shark, Pélerin, Peregrino 
 
Alopiidae 
Alopias superciliosus (Lowe 1841) – Bigeye thresher, Renard à gros yeux, Zorro ojón 
Alopias vulpinus (Bonnaterre 1788) – Thresher, Renard, Zorro 
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Carcharhiniformes 

 
Carcharhinidae 
Carcharhinus falciformis (Müller & Henle 1839) – Silky shark, Requin soyeux, Tiburón jaquetón 
Carcharhinus galapagensis (Snodgrass & Heller 1905) – Galapagos shark, Requin des Galapagos, 

Tiburón de Galápagos 
Carcharhinus longimanus (Poey 1861) – Oceanic whitetip shark, Requin océanique, Tiburón oceánico 
Prionace glauca (Linnaeus 1758) – Blue shark, Peau bleue, Tiburón azul 
 
Sphyrnidae 
Sphyrna lewini (Griffith & Smith 1834) – Scalloped hammerhead, Requin marteau halicorne, Cornuda 

común 
Sphyrna mokarran (Rüppell 1837) – Great hammerhead, Grand requin marteau, Cornuda gigante 
Sphyrna zygaena (Linnaeus 1758) – Smooth hammerhead, Requin marteau commun, Cornuda cruz 
 

Myliobatiformes 
 
Dasyatidae  
Pteroplatytrygon violacea (Bonaparte 1832) – Pelagic stingray, Pastenague violette, Raya-látigo 

violeta 
 
Mobulidae 
Manta alfredi (Krefft 1868) – NA*, NA, NA 
Manta birostris (Walbaum 1792) – Giant manta, Mante géante, Manta gigante 
Mobula hypostoma (Bancroft 1839) – Lesser devil ray, Mante diable, Manta del Golfo 
Mobula japonica (Müller & Henle 1841) – NA, NA, NA 
Mobula mobular (Bonnaterre 1788) – Devil fish, Diable de mer méditerranéen, Manta mobula 
Mobula tarapacana (Philippi 1892) – Chilean devil ray, NA, NA 
Mobula thurstoni (Lloyd 1908) – Smoothtail mobula, Mante vampire, Diablo chupasangre 

 
* NA – Common name not available  

 
3.  The species set forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 above will be reviewed periodically and may be amended, 

as appropriate, upon the receipt of advice from the SCRS. 
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RECALLING the current multi-annual conservation and management programme for tropical tunas; 
 

NOTING that the stocks of bigeye and yellowfin tuna are currently overfished, and that bigeye tuna is 
also subject to overfishing; 

 
RECOGNISING that the TAC for bigeye tuna for 2017 was exceeded by more than 20% and that this level 

of catch is projected to reduce the probability to reach the Convention objectives by 2028 is less than 10%; 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING that the TAC for yellowfin tuna was also exceeded in 2016 by 37% and by 26% in 
2017; 

 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that Recommendation 11-13 on the Principles for Decision Making on 

Conservation and Management Measures of ICCAT mandates that for stocks that are overfished and subject 
to overfishing (i.e., stocks in the red quadrant of the Kobe plot), the Commission shall immediately adopt 
management measures, taking into account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice, designed to 
result in a high probability of ending overfishing in as short a period as possible. In addition, the Commission 
shall adopt a plan to rebuild these stocks taking into account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS 
advice; 

 
TAKING FURTHER INTO ACCOUNT that it is necessary to explore alternative and more effective systems 

or regimes for the management of tropical tunas and for this the SCRS’ recommendation is required; 
 

CONSIDERING that the SCRS continues to recommend that effective measures be found to reduce FAD- 
related and other fishing mortality of small yellowfin and bigeye tuna; 

 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the recommendations made by the Panel on the Second ICCAT Performance 

Review regarding the carryover of underage of catches from one year to another; 
 

FURTHER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the recommendations made by the first meeting of the Joint Tuna 
RFMO FAD Working Group and the third meeting of ICCAT’s Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs, on FAD 
management objectives and the availability of FAD management measures to reduce juvenile tuna mortality; 

 
NOTING that the SCRS has advised that increased harvests on FADs as well as other fisheries as well as 

development of new fisheries could have had negative consequences for the productivity of bigeye and 
yellowfin tuna fisheries (e.g. reduced yield at MSY); 

 
FURTHER NOTING that support vessels contribute to the increase in efficiency and capacity of purse 

seiner vessels using FADs and that the number of support vessels has increased significantly over the years; 
 

RECALLING the significant body of international law that recognizes the rights and special 
requirements of developing States, including but not limited to, as applicable, Article 119 of UNCLOS and 
Article 25 and Part VII of UNFSA; 

 
RECOGNISING the interests of developing coastal States to develop their fishing opportunities, and 

committing to achieve a more equitable distribution of fishing opportunities to developing coastal States 
over time; 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO REPLACE 
RECOMMENDATION 16-01 BY ICCAT ON A MULTI-ANNUAL CONSERVATION 

AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME FOR TROPICAL TUNAS 

TRO 19-02 
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THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
PART I 

GENERALPROVISIONS 
 

Interim conservation and management measures 
 

1. Without prejudice to the allocation of fishing rights and opportunities to be adopted in the future, for 
the years 2020 and 2021, the Contracting Parties and the Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties, Entities 
or Fishing Entities (hereinafter referred to as CPCs) with vessels that have been actively fishing for 
tropical tunas in the Atlantic will apply the following interim management measures with the objective 
of reducing current levels of fishing mortality of tropical tunas, in particular small bigeye and yellowfin, 
while the Commission obtains additional scientific advice to adopt a long-term multi-annual 
management and rebuilding programme. 

 
Multi-annual Management, Conservation, and Rebuilding Programme 

 
2. CPCs whose vessels have been actively fishing for tropical tunas in the Atlantic shall implement a 15-

year rebuilding programme for bigeye tuna starting in 2020 and continuing through 2034, with the 
goal of achieving BMSY with a probability of more than 50%. CPCs shall also implement management 
measures with the objectives of ensuring that the stocks of yellowfin and skipjack tuna continue to be 
exploited sustainably. 

PART II 
CATCH LIMITS 

 
Catch limits for bigeye tuna 

 
3. The Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for bigeye tuna shall be 62,500 t in 2020 and 61,500 t in 2021. The 

TAC for 2022 and future years shall be considered in 2021 on the basis of SCRS advice. 
 

4. As an interim measure for 2020, the following provisions shall apply: 
 

a) CPCs with catch limits greater than 10,000 t in para. 3 of Rec. 16-01, shall apply a 21% reduction to 
those catch limits. 

 
b) CPCs that are not captured by (a) that have a recent average catch11 of greater than 3,500 t, shall 

apply a catch limit that is 17% less than their recent average catch or their catch limit in para. 3 of 
Rec. 16-01. 

 
c) CPCs that have a recent average catch of between 1,000 and 3,500 t shall apply a catch limit that is 

10% less than their recent average catch. 
 

d) Those CPCs with recent average catch of less than 1,000 t are encouraged to maintain catch and 
effort at recent levels. 

 
5. The provisions of paragraph 4 of this Recommendation shall not prejudice the rights and obligations 

under international law of those developing coastal CPCs in the Convention Area whose current fishing 
activity for bigeye tuna is limited or non-existent, but that have a real interest in fishing for the species, 
that may wish to develop their own fisheries targeting bigeye tuna in the future. CPCs shall implement 
robust monitoring, control and surveillance measures, as applicable in relation to their capacity and 
resources. 

 
 
 

 
1 Recent average catch for the purposes of paragraph 4 means the annual average catch for the 4 year period 2014-2017 or the average of 
real catches for the 5-year period 2014-2018 if in that period the catch was equal to zero in any of those years. 
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6. Small scale artisanal fishers shall be given special consideration to their specificities and needs. 
 

7. The annual quotas and catch limits described in this Recommendation do not constitute long term 
rights and are without prejudice to any future process of allocation. 

 
8. Korea may transfer up to 223 t of its bigeye tuna fishing possibilities to Chinese Taipei in 20202. 

 

9. If the total catch exceeds in any year the relevant TAC specified in paragraph 3, the Commission shall 
review these measures. 

 
Underage or overage of catch of bigeye tuna 

 
10. Overage of an annual catch limit for CPCs listed in paragraph 4 for bigeye tuna shall be deducted from 

the annual catch limit of the following year: 
 

Year of catch Adjustment Year 
2018 2020 
2019 2021 
2020 2022 
2021 2023 

 
11. Notwithstanding paragraph 10, if any CPC exceeds its annual catch limit: 

 
a) In one year, then the amount deducted in the adjustment year shall be determined as 100% 

of the overage; and 
 

b) During any two consecutive years, the Commission will recommend appropriate measures, which 
shall include reduction in the catch limit equal to 125% of the excess harvest. 

 
12.  For CPCs listed in Paragraph 3 of Rec. 16-01, underage or overage of an annual catch limit in 2019 shall 

be added to/or deducted from their 2021 annual catch limit, subject to 10% of initial quota restrictions 
noted in paragraphs 9a and 10 of Rec. 16-01. 

 
Monitoring of catch 

 
13. CPCs shall report quarterly to the Secretariat the amount of tropical tunas (by species) caught by 

vessels flying their flag, within 30 days of the end of the period during which the catches were made. 
 

14. For purse seiners and large longline vessels (LOA 20m or greater), CPCs shall report on a monthly 
basis, increasing to weekly when 80% of their catch limits have been caught. 

 
15. The Secretariat shall notify all CPCs once 80% of the TAC has been caught. 

 
16. CPCs shall report to the ICCAT Secretariat the dates when their entire catch limit of bigeye tuna has 

been utilized. The ICCAT Secretariat shall promptly circulate this information to all CPCs. 
 

TAC for yellowfin tuna 
 

17. The annual TAC for 2020 and subsequent years of the Multi-annual Programme is 110,000 t for 
yellowfin tuna and shall remain in place until changed based on scientific advice. 

 
18. Based on the stock assessment and SCRS advice, the Commission shall adopt additional conservation 

measures for yellowfin tuna at the 2020 annual meeting, which may include a revised TAC, closures or 
allocated catch limits. 

 
 

 
2 Japan may transfer up to 600 t of bigeye tuna fishing possibilities to China and up to 300 t of bigeye tuna fishing possibilities to the 
European Union. 
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19. If the total catch exceeds in any year the TAC in paragraph 17, the Commission shall consider additional 
management measures for yellowfin tuna. Any other measures shall recognise the obligations of 
international law and the rights of CPC developing coastal States. 

 
Fishing Plans 

 
20. CPCs should provide ICCAT with a fishing and capacity management plan on how they will implement 

any catch reductions necessary as a result of paragraph 4. 
 

21. Any developing CPC intending to increase its participation in ICCAT fisheries for tropical tunas shall 
endeavor to prepare a statement of its development intentions for tropical tuna with the purpose of 
informing other CPCs of potential changes in the fishery over time. These statements should include 
details of proposed/potential fleet additions, including vessel size and gear type. The statements shall 
be submitted to the ICCAT Secretariat and be made available to all CPCs. Those CPCs may amend their 
statement as their situation and opportunities change. 

 
PART III 

CAPACITY MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
 

Capacity limitation for tropical tunas 
 

22. A capacity limitation shall be applied for the duration of the Multi-annual Programme, in accordance 
with the following  provisions: 

 
a) By 31 January each year, each CPC fishing with recent average catches of more than 1,000 t for 

tropical tuna shall produce an annual capacity/fishing plan that outlines how that CPC will ensure 
that its overall longline and purse seine fleet capacity will be managed to ensure that the CPC can 
meet its obligation to limit the catch of bigeye, and its yellowfin and skipjack catches, consistent 
with the catch limit established under paragraph 4. 

 
b) Any CPCs with recent average catches of less than 1,000 t that have planned an expansion of 

capacity in 2020, will provide a declaration by 31 January 2020. 
 

c) The Compliance Committee shall annually review CPCs’ compliance with capacity management 
measures. 

 
23. Any CPC having vessels that operate, part-time or full-time, in support of purse seiners shall report the 

names and characteristics of all of their vessels to the ICCAT Secretariat, including which of those 
vessels were active in 2019 in the ICCAT Convention area, and the names of the purse seiner(s) that 
received the support of each support vessel. This information shall be reported no later than 31 January 
2020. The Secretariat shall prepare a report for the Commission to be able to consider the type of 
limitation that support vessels shall be subject to in the future, including a phasing-out plan, where 
required. Notwithstanding this, CPCs shall not increase the number of support vessels from the 
numbers recorded by the time of adoption of this measure. 

 
24. For the purposes of this measure, a support vessel is defined as any vessel that carries out activities in 

support of purse seine vessels that increases the efficiency of their operations including, but not limited 
to deploying, servicing and retrieving FADs. 

 
PART IV 

MANAGEMENT OF FADs 
 

FAD management objectives 
 

25. The general objectives for management of FADs and support vessels in the Convention area are defined 
as follows: 
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a) To minimize potential impacts that high FAD density may have on purse seine fishing efficiency, 
while minimizing disproportionate impacts to the fishing opportunities of fleets that use other gear 
or other fishing strategies while also targeting tropical tunas; 

 
b) To minimize the impact of FAD fishing on the productivity of bigeye and yellowfin stocks that 

result from the capture of high numbers of juveniles that aggregate with skipjack on FADs; 
 

c) To minimize the impact of FAD fishing on non-target species, where appropriate, including 
entanglement of marine species, particularly those of conservation concern; 

 
d) To minimize the impact of FADs and FAD fishing on pelagic and coastal ecosystems, including by 

preventing the beaching, stranding or grounding of FADs in sensitive habitats or the alteration of 
pelagic habitat. 

 
FAD closure 

 
26. For the purpose of this Recommendation, the following definitions shall apply: 

 
i. Floating object (FOB): Any natural or artificial floating (i.e. surface or subsurface) object with no 

capability of moving on its own. FADs are those FOBs that are man-made and intentionally 
deployed and/or tracked. Logs are those FOBs that are accidently lost from anthropic and natural 
sources. 

 
ii. Fish-Aggregating device (FAD): Permanent, semi-permanent or temporary object, structure or 

device of any material, man-made or natural, which is deployed and/or tracked, and used to 
aggregate fish for subsequent capture. FADs can either be anchored (aFADs) or drifting (dFADs). 

 
iii. FAD set: setting a fishing gear around a tuna school associated with a FAD. 

 
iv. Operational buoy: Any instrumented buoy, previously activated, switched on and deployed at sea, 

which transmits position and any other available information such as eco-sounder estimates. 
 

v. Activation: The act of enabling satellite communication services by the buoy supplier company at 
the request of the buoy owner. The owner then starts paying fees for communication services. The 
buoy can be transmitting or not, depending if it has been manually switched on. 

 
27. In order to reduce the fishing mortality of juvenile bigeye and yellowfin tunas, purse seine and baitboat 

vessels fishing for, or vessels supporting activities to fish for, bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack tunas in 
association with FADs in the high seas or EEZs shall be prohibited during a two- and three-month period, 
split into 2020 and 2021, respectively, as indicated in paragraph 28  below: 

 

28. 1 January to 28 February for 2020 and 1 January to 31 March in 2021, throughout the Convention area. 
This should be reviewed and, if necessary, revised based on advice by the SCRS taking into account 
monthly trends in free school and FAD-associated catches and the monthly variability in the proportion 
of juvenile tuna in catches. SCRS should provide this advice to the Commission in 2020. 

 
29. In addition, each CPC shall ensure its vessels do not deploy drifting FADs during a period of 15 days 

prior to the start of the closure period. 
 

FAD limitations 
 

30. CPCs shall ensure that, for vessels flying their flag, the following limits shall apply on the number of FADs 
with operational buoys at any one time according to definitions given in paragraph 26. The number of 
FADs with operational buoys will be verified through the verification of telecommunication bills. Such 
verifications shall be conducted by the competent authorities of the CPCs: 

 
a) 2020: 350 FADs per vessel 

 
b) 2021: 300 FADs per vessel 
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31. With a view to establishing FAD set limits to keep the catches of juvenile tropical tunas at sustainable 
levels, in 2021 SCRS should inform the Commission about the maximum number of FAD sets which 
should be established per vessel or per CPC. To support this analysis, CPCs with purse seine vessels shall 
urgently undertake to report to the SCRS by 31 July 2020 the required historical FAD set data. CPCs that 
do not report these data in accordance with this paragraph shall be prohibited from setting on FADs 
until such data have been received by the SCRS. 

 
In addition, each CPC with purse seine fishing vessels is encouraged not to increase its total fishing 
effort on FADs from its 2018 level. CPCs shall report the difference between the 2018 level and the 
2020 level to the 2021 Commission meeting. 

 
32. CPCs may authorize their purse seine vessels to set on floating objects provided that the fishing vessel 

has either an observer or a functioning electronic monitoring system on board which is capable of 
verifying set type, species composition, and providing information on fishing activities to the SCRS. 

 
33. Further analysis shall be conducted by the SCRS on the impact of support vessels on the catches of 

juvenile yellowfin and bigeye tuna to be considered in 2020. 
 

FAD Management Plans 
 

34. CPCs with purse seine and/or baitboat vessels fishing for bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack tunas in 
association with FADs, shall submit to the Executive Secretary Management Plans for the use of 
aggregating devices by vessels flying their flag by 31 January each year. 

 
35. The objective of the FAD Management Plans shall be the following: 

i. improve the knowledge about FAD characteristics, buoy characteristics, FAD fishing, including 
fishing effort of purse seiners and associated support vessels, and related impacts on target and 
non-target species; 

 
ii. effectively manage the deployment and recovery of FADs, the activation of buoys and their 

potential loss; 
 

iii. reduce and limit the impacts of FADs and FAD fishing on the ecosystem, including, where 
appropriate, by acting on the different components of the fishing mortality (e.g. number of 
deployed FADs, including number of FADs set by purse seiners, fishing capacity, number of 
support vessels). 

 
36. The Plans shall be drawn up by following the Guidelines for Preparation of FAD Management Plans as 

provided in Annex 1. 
 

FAD logbook and list of deployed FADs 
 

37. CPCs shall ensure that all purse seine and baitboat fishing vessels and all support vessels (including 
supply vessels) flying their flag, and/or authorized by CPCs to fish in areas under their jurisdiction, when 
fishing in association with or deploying FADs, collect and report, for each deployment of a FAD, each 
visit on a FAD, whether followed or not by a set, or each loss of a FAD, the following information and 
data: 

 
a) Deployment of any FAD 

i. Position 
ii. Date 
iii. FAD type (anchored FAD, drifting artificial FAD) 
iv. FAD identifier (i.e., FAD marking and buoy ID, type of buoy – e.g. simple buoy or associated 

with echo-sounder) 
v. FAD design characteristics (material of the floating part and of the underwater hanging 

structure and the entangling or non-entangling feature of the underwater hanging structure) 
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b) Visit on any FAD 
i. Type of the visit (deployment of a FAD and/or buoy3, retrieving FAD and/or buoy, 

strengthening/consolidation of FAD, intervention on electronic equipment, random 
encounter (without fishing) of a log or a FAD belonging to another vessel, visit (without 
fishing) of a FAD belonging to the vessel, fishing set on a FAD4) 

ii. Position 
iii. Date 
iv. FAD type (anchored FAD, drifting natural FAD, drifting artificial FAD) 
v. Log description or FAD identifier (i.e., FAD Marking and buoy ID or any information allowing 

to identify the owner) 
vi. Buoy ID 
vii. If the visit is followed by a set, the results of the set in terms of catch and by-catch, whether 

retained or discarded dead or alive. If the visit is not followed by a set, note the reason 
(e.g. not enough fish, fish too small, etc.) 

 
c) Loss of any FAD 

i. Last registered position 
ii. Date of the last registered position 
iii. FAD identifier (i.e., FAD Marking and buoy ID) 

 
For the purpose of the collection and reporting of the information referred to above and where paper 
or electronic logbooks already in place do not allow it, CPCs shall either update their reporting system 
or establish FAD logbooks. In establishing FAD logbooks, CPCs should consider using the template laid 
down in Annex 2 as reporting format. When using paper logbooks, CPCs may seek, with the support of 
the Executive Secretary, harmonized formats. In both cases, CPCs shall use the minimum standards 
recommended by SCRS in Annex 3. 

 
38. CPCs shall also ensure that all vessels referred to in paragraph 30 keep updated on a monthly basis and 

per 1°x1° statistical rectangles a list of deployed FADs and buoys, containing at least the information 
as laid down in Annex 4. 

 
Reporting obligations on FADs and on support vessels 

 
39. CPCs shall ensure that the following information is submitted every year to the Executive Secretary in 

a format provided by the ICCAT Secretariat. This information shall be made available to the SCRS and 
to the Ad Hoc Working Group on FADs in a database developed by the ICCAT Secretariat: 

 
i. the number of FADs actually deployed on a monthly basis per 1°x1° statistical rectangles, by FAD 

type, indicating the presence or absence of a beacon/buoy or of an echo-sounder associated to the 
FAD and specifying the number of FADs deployed by associated support vessels, irrespective of 
their flag; 

ii. the number and type of beacons/buoys (e.g. radio, sonar only, sonar with echo-sounder) deployed 
on a monthly basis per 1°x1° statistical rectangles; 

iii. the average numbers of beacons/buoys activated and deactivated on a monthly basis that have 
been followed by each vessel; 

iv. average numbers of lost FADs with active buoys on a monthly basis; 
v. for each support vessel, the number of days spent at sea, per 1° grid area, month and flag State; 
vi. purse seine and baitboat catches, efforts and number of sets (for purse seines) by fishing mode 

(floating-object associated schools and free school fisheries) in line with Task II data 
requirements (i.e. per 1°x1° statistical rectangles and per month); 

vii. when the activities of purse seine are carried out in association with baitboat, report catches and 
effort in line with Task I and Task II requirements as “purse seine associated to baitboats” 
(PS+BB). 

 
 

3 Deploying a buoy on a FAD includes three aspects: deploying a buoy on a foreign FAD, transferring a buoy (which changes the FAD's 
owner) and changing the buoy on the same FAD (which does not change the FADs owner). 
4 A fishing set on a FAD includes two aspects: fishing after a visit to a vessel’s own FAD (targeted) or fishing after a random encounter 
with a FAD (opportunistic). 
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Non-entangling and biodegradable FADs 
 

40. In order to minimize the ecological impact of FADs, in particular the entanglement of sharks, turtles 
and other non-targeted species, and the release of synthetic persistent marine debris, CPCs shall: 

 
i. Ensure that all FADs deployed are non-entangling in line with the guidelines under Annex 5 of 

this Recommendation, in accordance with previous ICCAT Recommendations; 
 

ii. Endeavour that as of January 2021 all FADs deployed are non-entangling, and constructed from 
biodegradable materials, including non-plastics, with the exception of materials used in the 
construction of FAD tracking buoys; 

 
iii. Report on an annual basis on the steps undertaken to comply with these provisions in their FADs 

Management Plans. 
 

PART V 
CONTROL MEASURES 

Specific authorization to fish for tropical tunas 
 

41. CPCs shall issue specific authorizations to vessels 20 meters LOA or greater flying their flag allowed to 
fish bigeye and/or yellowfin and/or skipjack tunas in the Convention area, and to vessels flying their 
flag used for any kind of support of this fishing activity (hereafter referred to as "authorized vessels"). 

 
ICCAT Record of authorized tropical tuna vessels 

 
42. The Commission shall establish and maintain an ICCAT record of authorized tropical tuna vessels, 

including support vessels. Fishing vessels 20 meters LOA or greater not entered into this record are 
deemed not to be authorized to fish, retain on board, tranship, transport, transfer, process or land 
bigeye and/or yellowfin and/or skipjack tunas from the Convention area or to carry out any kind of 
support to those activities, including deploying and retrieving FADs and/or buoys. 

 
43. A CPC may allow by-catch of tropical tunas by vessels not authorized to fish for tropical tunas pursuant 

to paragraph 41 and 42, if this CPC establishes a maximum onboard by-catch limit for such vessels and 
the by-catch in question is accounted for within the CPC's quota or catch limit. Each CPC shall provide 
in its Annual Report the maximum by-catch limit it allows for such vessels and information about how 
the CPC ensures compliance with the limit. That information shall be compiled by the ICCAT Secretariat 
and made available to CPCs. 

 
44. CPCs shall notify the list of authorized vessels to the Executive Secretary in an electronic form and in 

accordance with the format set in the Guidelines for Submitting Data and Information Required by 
ICCAT. 

 
45. CPCs shall, without delay, notify the Executive Secretary of any addition to, deletion from and/or 

modifications of the initial list. Periods of authorization for modifications or additions to the list shall 
not include dates more than 45 days prior to the date of submission of the changes to the Secretariat. 
The Secretariat shall remove from the ICCAT Record of Vessels any vessel for which the periods of 
authorization have expired. 

 
46. The Executive Secretary shall, without delay, post the record of authorized vessels on the ICCAT 

website, including any additions, deletions and/or modifications so notified by CPCs. 

47. Conditions and procedures referred to in the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Establishment 
of an ICCAT Record of Vessels 20 meters in Length Overall or Greater Authorized to Operate in the 
Convention Area (Rec. 13-13) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the ICCAT record of authorized tropical 
tuna vessels. 
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Vessels actively fishing tropical tunas in a given year 
 

48. Each CPC shall, by 31 July each year, notify to the Executive Secretary the list of authorized vessels 
flying their flag which have fished bigeye and/or yellowfin and/or skipjack tunas in the Convention 
area or have offered any kind of support to the fishing activity (support vessels) in the previous 
calendar year. For purse seines this list shall also include the support vessels that have supported the 
fishing activity, irrespective of their flag. 

 
The Executive Secretary shall report each year these lists of vessels to the Compliance Committee and 
to the SCRS. 

 
49. The provisions of paragraphs 41 to 47 do not apply to recreational vessels. 

 
Recording of catch and fishing activities 

 
50. Each CPC shall ensure that its vessels 20 meters LOA or greater fishing bigeye and/or yellowfin and/or 

skipjack tunas in the Convention area record their catch in accordance with the requirements set out in 
Annex 6 and in the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Recording of Catch by Fishing Vessels in the 
ICCAT Convention Area (Rec. 03-13). 

 
Identification IUU activity 

 
51. The Executive Secretary shall, without delay, verify that any vessel identified or reported in the context 

of this Multi-annual Programme is on the ICCAT record of authorized vessels. If a possible violation is 
detected, the Executive Secretary shall, without delay, notify the flag CPC. The flag CPC shall 
immediately investigate the situation and, if the vessel is fishing in relation to objects that could affect 
fish aggregation, including FADs, during the period of closure request the vessel to stop fishing and, if 
necessary, leave the area. The flag CPC shall, without delay, report to the Executive Secretary the results 
of its investigation and the corresponding measures taken. 

 
52. The Executive Secretary shall report to the Compliance Committee at each annual meeting of the 

Commission on any issue related to identification of unauthorized vessels, the implementation of the 
VMS, the observer provisions, and the results of the relevant investigation made as well as any relevant 
measures taken by the flag CPCs concerned. 

 
53. The Executive Secretary shall propose to include any vessels identified in accordance with 

paragraph 52, or vessels for which the flag CPC has not carried out the required investigation and 
taken, if necessary, adequate measures in accordance with paragraph 51, on the provisional IUU list. 

 
Observers 

 
54. For observers on board vessels targeting bigeye, yellowfin and/or skipjack tunas in the area east of 

meridian 20º/West longitude and north of parallel 28º/ South latitude, the following shall apply: 
 

-  Observers shall automatically be recognized by all CPCs. Such recognition shall allow the scientific 
observer to continue the collection of information throughout the EEZ visited by the vessel 
observed. The coastal CPCs concerned shall receive from the flag CPC which mandated the 
observer the information collected by the observer and related to fishing activities on ICCAT 
species in their EEZ. 

 
55. For longline vessels flying their flag 20 meters length overall (LOA) or greater targeting bigeye, 

yellowfin and/or skipjack in the Convention area, CPCs shall ensure a minimum of 10% observer 
coverage of fishing effort by 2022, through the presence of a human observer on board in accordance 
with Annex 7 and/or an Electronic Monitoring system. For this purpose, the Working Group on 
Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM WG), in cooperation with the SCRS, shall make a 
recommendation to the Commission for endorsement at its 2021 Annual meeting on the following: 
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a) Minimum standards for an electronic monitoring system such as: 
 

i) the minimum specifications of the recording equipment (e.g. resolution, recording time 
capacity), data storage type, data protection 

ii) the number of cameras to be installed at which points on board 
 

b) What shall be recorded 
 

c) Data analysis standards, e.g., converting video footage into actionable data by the use of artificial 
intelligence 

 
d) Data to be analyzed, e.g., species, length, estimated weight, fishing operation details 

 
e) Reporting format to the Secretariat 

 
In 2020 CPCs are encouraged to conduct trials on electronic monitoring and report the results back to 
the IMM and the SCRS in 2021 for their review. 

 
CPCs shall report the information collected by the observers or the electronic monitoring system from 
the previous year by 30 April to the ICCAT Secretariat and to SCRS taking into account CPC 
confidentiality requirements. 

 
56. CPCs shall submit all relevant data and administer scientific observer programs for tropical tunas in 

accordance with Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish Minimum Standards for Fishing Vessel Scientific 
Observers [Rec. 16-14]. In 2023, the SCRS shall provide advice on the improvements to observer 
programs including how coverage should be stratified across vessels, seasons and areas to achieve 
maximum effectiveness. 

 
57. CPCs shall endeavour to further increase observer coverage rates for longline vessels, including 

through trials and implementation of electronic monitoring to supplement human observers. CPCs that 
trial electronic monitoring shall share technical specifications and standards with the Commission 
towards the development of agreed ICCAT standards. 

 
58. For purse seine vessels flying their flag and targeting bigeye, yellowfin and/or skipjack in the 

Convention area, CPCs shall ensure 100% observer coverage of fishing effort, through the presence of 
an observer on board in accordance with Annex 7 or through an approved electronic monitoring 
system. CPCs shall report the information collected by the observers from the previous year by 30 April 
to the ICCAT Secretariat and to SCRS. 

 
59. Each year, the ICCAT Secretariat shall compile the information collected under observer programs, 

including on the observer coverage for each tropical tuna fishery, and make it available to the 
Commission before the annual meeting for further deliberation, taking into account CPC confidentiality 
requirements. 

 
60. In 2020, IMM shall explore the possible scope and benefits of ICCAT adopting a regional Observer 

Program for tropical tuna fisheries taking into account the need for harmonization and coordination 
of national observer programs for tropical tuna fisheries. 

 
Port Sampling Programme 

 
61. The port sampling programme developed by the SCRS in 2012 shall be continued for landing or 

transhipment ports. Data and information collected from this sampling programme shall be reported 
to ICCAT each year, describing, at a minimum, the following by country of landing and quarter: species 
composition, landings by species, length composition, and weights. Biological samples suitable for 
determining life history should be collected as practicable. 
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PART VI 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES/MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATION 

 
Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) and Candidate Harvest Control Rules 

 
62. The SCRS shall refine the MSE process in line with the SCRS roadmap and continue testing the 

candidate management procedures. On this basis, the Commission shall review the candidate 
management procedures, including pre-agreed management actions to be taken under various stock 
conditions. These shall take into account the differential impacts of fishing operations (e.g. purse seine, 
longline and baitboat) on juvenile mortality and the yield at MSY. 

 
 

PART VII 
FINAL PROVISIONS 

 
Availability of data to SCRS and to national scientists 

 
63. CPCs shall ensure that: 

 
a) Both paper and electronic fishing logbooks and the FAD-logbooks referred to in paragraph 37, 

where applicable, are promptly collected and made available to national scientists; 
 

b) The Task II data include the information collected from the fishing or FAD logbooks, where 
applicable, and is submitted every year to the ICCAT Executive Secretary, to be made available to 
the SCRS. 

 
64. CPCs should encourage their national scientists to undertake collaborative work with their national 

industry to analyse data related to FADs (e.g. logbooks, buoy data) and to present the outcomes of that 
analysis to the SCRS. CPCs should take steps to facilitate making the data available for such 
collaborative work, subject to relevant confidentiality constraints. 

 
Confidentiality 

 
65. All data submitted in accordance with this Recommendation shall be treated in a manner consistent 

with ICCAT’s data confidentiality guidelines and solely for the purposes of this Recommendation and 
in accordance with the requirements and procedures developed by the Commission. 

 
Final Provisions 

 
66. Actions required from the SCRS and the Secretariat: 

 
a) The SCRS shall explore the efficacy that full fishery closures along the lines of those proposed in 

PA1_505A/20195 might have to reduce the catches of tropical tunas to the agreed levels; and the 
potential of such scheme to reduce the catches of juvenile bigeye and yellowfin tunas, in line with 
recommendations from the SCRS; 
 

b) The ICCAT Secretariat shall work with the SCRS in preparing an estimate of capacity in the 
Convention area, to include at least all the fishing units that are large-scale or operate outside the 
EEZ of the CPC they are registered in. All CPCs shall cooperate with this work, providing estimates 
of the number of fishing units fishing for tuna and tuna-like species under their flag, and the 
species or species groups each fishing unit targets (e.g. tropical tunas, temperate tunas, swordfish, 
other billfish, small tunas, sharks, etc.); this work shall be presented to the next meeting of the 
SCRS in 2020 and forwarded to the Commission for consideration; 

 
 
 
 
5 Available upon request from the Secretariat or on the 2019 Commission meeting documents webpage 
(https://www.iccat.int/com2019/index.htm#en). 
 

https://www.iccat.int/com2019/index.htm#en


12 

c) The ICCAT Secretariat shall identify a Consultant to carry out an evaluation of the monitoring, 
control and surveillance mechanisms in place in ICCAT CPCs. This work shall primarily focus on 
the evaluation of data collection and processing systems in each CPC, and the ability to produce 
estimates of catch and effort, and length frequency for all stocks under ICCAT management, with 
a focus on stocks for which input and/or output measures are in place; in preparing this work the 
Consultant shall evaluate how efficient the catch monitoring systems that each CPC has 
implemented are to achieve robust estimates of catches for the stocks subject to a TAC; the ICCAT 
Secretariat shall work with SCRS scientists to prepare a TOR for this work as soon as possible. 

 
67. An intersessional meeting of Panel 1 will be held in 2020 to review existing measures and inter alia 

develop catch limits and associated catch verification mechanisms for 2021. 
 

68. This Recommendation replaces Rec. 16-016 and 18-01 and shall be reviewed by the Commission in 2021. 
 

69. All CPCs commit to implement the present Recommendation on a voluntary basis as of 1 January 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 Recommendation 16-01 is preserved as necessary for the cross-references herein. 



13 

Annex 1 
Guidelines for Preparation of FAD Management Plans 

 
The FAD Management Plan for a CPC purse seine and baitboat fleets must include the following: 

1. Description 

a) FAD types: AFAD = anchored; DFAD = drifting 
b) Type of beacon/buoy 
c) Maximum number of FAD to be deployed per purse seine and per FAD type and active at any 

one time per vessel 
d) Minimum distance between AFADs 
e) Incidental by-catch reduction and utilization policy 
f) Consideration of interaction with other gear types 
g) Statement or policy on “FAD ownership” 
h) Use of support vessels, including from other flag CPCs 

 
2. Institutional arrangements 

 
a) Institutional responsibilities for the FAD Management plan 
b) Application processes for FAD deployment approval 
c) Obligations of vessel owners and masters in respect of FAD deployment and use 
d) FAD replacement policy 
e) Additional reporting obligations beyond this Recommendation 
f) Conflict resolution policy in respect of FADs 
g) Details of any closed areas or periods e.g. territorial waters, shipping lanes, proximity to 

artisanal fisheries, etc. 
 

3. FAD construction specifications and requirements 

a) FAD design characteristics (a description) 
b) Lighting requirements 
c) Radar reflectors 
d) Visible distance 
e) FAD markings and identifier 
f) Radio buoys markings and identifier (requirement for serial numbers) 
g) Echo-sounder buoys markings and identifier (requirement for serial numbers) 
h) Satellite transceivers 
i) Research undertaken on biodegradable FADs 
j) Prevention of loss or abandonment of FADs 
k) Management of FADs recovery. 

 
4. Applicable period for the FAD Management Plan 

 
5. Means for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of the FAD Management Plan 
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Annex 2 

 

FAD logbook 
 
 
 

 
FAD 

marking 

 
Buoys ID 

 
FAD 
type 

Type 
of visit 

 
Date 

 
Time 

 
Position 

 
Estimated catches 

 
By-catch 

 
Observations 

       
Latitude 

 
Longitude 

 
SKJ 

 
YFT 

 
BET Taxonomic 

group 
Estimated 

catches 

 
Unit 

Specimen 
released alive 

 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (7) (8) (8) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 
… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … 
… … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … 

 

(1,2) If FAD marking and associated beacon/buoy ID are absent or unreadable, report it in this section. However, if FAD marking and associated beacon/buoy ID are absent or unreadable, the FAD shall not 
be deployed. 

(3) Anchored FAD, drifting natural FAD or drifting artificial FAD. 
(4) I.e., deployment, hauling, strengthening/consolidation, removing/retrieving, changing the beacon, loss and mention if the visit has been followed by a set. 
(5) dd/mm/yy 
(6) hh:mm 
(7) N/S/(in degrees and minutes) or °E/W/(in degrees and minutes). 
(8) Estimated catches expressed in metric tons. 
(9) Use a line per taxonomic group. 
(10) Estimated catches expressed in weight or in number. 
(11) Unit used. 
(12) Expressed as number of specimen. 
(13) If no FAD marking or associated beacon ID is available, report all available information in this section which may help to describe the FAD and to identify the owner of the FAD. 
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Annex 3 
 

Table 1. Codes, names and examples of different types of floating object that should be collected in the 
fishing logbook as a minimum data requirement. Table from 2016 SCRS report (section 18.2 Table 7). 

 
Code Name Example 
DFAD Drifting FAD Bamboo or metal raft 

AFAD Anchored FAD Very large buoy 

FALOG Artificial log resulting from related to human activity 
(and related to fishing activities) 

Nets, wreck, ropes 

HALOG Artificial log resulting from human activity 
(not related to fishing activities) 

Washing machine, oil tank 

ANLOG Natural log of animal origin Carcasses, whale shark 

VNLOG Natural log of plant origin Branches, trunk, palm leaf 

 
 

Table 2. Names and description of the activities related to floating objects and buoys that should be 
collected in the fishing logbook as a minimum data requirement (codes are not listed here). Table from 2016 
SCRS report (section 18.2 Table 8). 

 
Name Description 

 

Encounter Random encounter (without fishing) of a log or a FAD 
belonging to another vessel (unknown position) 

 
Visit Visit (without fishing) of a FOB (known position) 

 
Deployment FAD deployed at sea 

 
Strengthening Consolidation of a FOB 

 
Remove FAD FAD retrieval 

 
Fishing Fishing set on a FOB1 

 
Tagging Deployment of a buoy on FOB2 

 
Remove BUOY Retrieval of the buoy equipping the FOB 

 
Loss Loss of the buoy/End of transmission of the buoy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 A fishing set on a Fishing Object (FOB) includes two aspects: fishing after a visit to a vessel’s own FOB (targeted) or fishing after a 
random encounter of a FOB (opportunistic). 
2 Deploying a buoy on a FOB includes three aspects: deploying a buoy on a foreign FOB, transferring a buoy (which changes the FOB 
owner) and changing the buoy on the same FOB (which does not change the FOB owner). 

Bu
o  

FO  
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Annex 4 

 

List of deployed FADs and buoys on a monthly basis 
 

Month: 
FAD Identifier FAD & electronic equipment types FAD Observation 

 
FAD Marking 

 
Associated buoy 
ID 

 
FAD Type 

Type of the 
associated buoy 

and /or electronic 
devices 

  

FAD floating part FAD underwater 
hanging structure 

  

(1) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)   (6) 
… … … …  …   … 
… … … …  …   … 

(1) If FAD marking and associated beacon/buoy ID are absent or unreadable, the FAD shall not be deployed. 
(2) Anchored FAD, drifting natural FAD or drifting artificial FAD. 
(3) E.g. GPS, sounder, etc. If no electronic device is associated to the FAD, note this absence of equipment. 
(4) Mention the material of the structure and of the cover and if biodegradable. 
(5) E.g. nets, ropes, palms, etc., and mention the entangling and/or biodegradable features of the material. 
(6) Lighting specifications, radar reflectors and visible distances shall be reported in this section. 
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Annex 5 
 

Guidelines for reducing the ecological impact of FADs in ICCAT fisheries 
 

1. The surface structure of the FAD should not be covered or only covered with material implying 
minimum risk of entangling by-catch species. 

 
2. The sub-surface components should be exclusively composed of non-entangling material (e.g. ropes or 

canvas). 
 

3. When designing FADs the use of biodegradable materials should be prioritised. 
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Annex 6 
 

Requirements for Catch Recording 

Minimum specification for paper or electronic logbooks: 

1. The logbook must be numbered by sheets 

2. The logbook must be filled in every day (midnight) and before port arrival 

3. One copy of the sheets must remain attached to the logbook 

4. Logbooks must be kept on board to cover a period of one-trip operation 
 
 

Minimum standard information for logbooks: 
 

1. Master name and address 

2. Dates and ports of departure, Dates and ports of arrival 

3. Vessel name, registry number, ICCAT number and IMO number (if available) 

4. Fishing gear: 

(a) Type FAO code 

(b) Dimension (length, mesh size, number of hooks...) 

5. Operations at sea with one line (minimum) per day of trip, providing: 

(a) Activity (fishing, steaming…) 

(b) Position: Exact daily positions (in degree and minutes), recorded for each fishing operation or at 
noon when no fishing has been conducted during this day 

(c) Record of catches 

6. Species identification: 

(a) By FAO code 

(b) Round (RWT) weight in t per set 

(c) Fishing mode (FAD, free school, etc.) 

7. Master signature 

8. Observer signature, if applicable 

9. Means of weight measure: estimation, weighing on board and counting 

10. The logbook is kept in equivalent live weight of fish and mentions the conversion factors used in the 
evaluation. 

 
Minimum information in case of landing, transhipments: 

 
1. Dates and port of landing/transhipments 

2. Products: number of fish and quantity in kg 

3. Signature of the Master or Vessel Agent 
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Annex 7 
Observer Programme 

 

1. The observers referred to in paragraph 54-60 of this Recommendation shall have the following 
qualifications to accomplish their tasks: 

– Sufficient experience to identify species and fishing gear; 

– Satisfactory knowledge of the ICCAT conservation and management measures assessed by a 
certificate provided by the CPCs and based on ICCAT training guidelines; 

– The ability to observe and record accurately; 

– The ability to collect biological samples; 

– A satisfactory knowledge of the language of the flag of the vessel observed. 
 

2. The observers shall not be a crew member of the fishing vessel being observer and shall: 

(a) Be nationals of one of the CPCs; 

(b) Be capable of performing the duties set forth in point 3 below; 

(c) Not have current financial or beneficial interests in the tropical tuna fisheries. 
 

3. The observer tasks shall be in particular: 

(a) To monitor the fishing vessels’ compliance with the relevant conservation and management 
measures adopted by the Commission. 

 
In particular the observers shall: 

i. Record and report upon the fishing activities carried out; 

ii. Observe and estimate catches and verify entries made in the logbook; 

iii. Sight and record vessels which may be fishing in contravention to ICCAT conservation and 
management measures; 

iv. Verify the position of the vessel when engaged in catching activity; 

v. Verify the number of instrumental buoys active at any one time; 

vi. Carry out scientific work such as collecting Task II data when required by the Commission, 
based on the directives from the SCRS, observing and recording data on FAD properties 
in accordance with Table 1 below. 

 
(b) Establish general reports compiling the information collected in accordance with this paragraph 

and provide the master the opportunity to include therein any relevant information. 
 

Obligations of the observer 
 

4. Observers shall treat as confidential all information with respect to the fishing and transhipment 
operations of the fishing vessels and accept this requirement in writing as a condition of appointment 
as an observer. 

 
5. Observers shall comply with requirements established in the laws and regulations of the flag State 

which exercises jurisdiction over the vessel to which the observer is assigned. 
 

6. Observers shall respect the hierarchy and general rules of behaviour which apply to all vessel 
personnel, provided such rules do not interfere with the duties of the observer under this programme, 
and with the obligations of vessel personnel set forth in point 7 of this Annex. 
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Obligations of the flag States of fishing vessels 
 

7. The responsibilities regarding observers of the flag States of the fishing vessels and their masters 
shall include the following, notably: 

a) Observers shall be allowed to access to the vessel personnel and to the gear and equipment; 

b) Upon request, observers shall also be allowed access to the following equipment, if present on the 
vessels to which they are assigned, in order to facilitate the carrying out of their duties set forth in 
point 3 of this Annex: 

i) satellite navigation equipment; 

ii) radar display viewing screens when in use; 

iii) electronic means of communication, including FAD/buoys signals. 

 
c) Observers shall be provided accommodations, including lodging, food and adequate sanitary 

facilities, equal to those of officers; 

d) Observers shall be provided with adequate space on the bridge or pilot house for clerical work, as 
well as space on deck adequate for carrying out observer duties; and 

e) The flag States shall ensure that masters, crew and vessel owners do not obstruct, intimidate, 
interfere with, influence, bribe or attempt to bribe an observer in the performance of his/her 
duties. 
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Table 1. FOB/FAD information added to observer onboard form to comply with RFMOs 
recommendations. Table from 2016 SCRS report (section 18.2 Table 9). 

 
Properties DFAD AFAD HALOG FALOG ANLOG VNLOG 
FOB built using biodegradable materials 
(true/false/undefined) 

X X X X 
  

FOB is non-entangling (true/false/undefined) 
X X X X 

  

Meshed material (true/false/undefined) in FOB 
X X 

 
X 

  

Size of largest mesh (in millimeters) X X  X   

Distance between the surface and the deepest 
part of the FOB (in meters) X X X X 

  

Approximate surface area of the FOB X X X X   

Specifies the FOB’s ID whenever present X X X X   

Fleet owning the tracking device/echo sounder 
buoy 

X X X X X X 

Vessel owning the tracking device/echo sounder 
buoy 

X X X X X X 

Anchorage type used for mooring (AFAD 
registry) 

 
X 

    

Radar reflectors (presence or not) (AFAD 
registry) 

 
X 

    

Lighting (presence or not) (AFAD registry)  X     

Visual range (in nautical miles) (AFAD registry)  
X 

    

Materials used for the floating part of the FOB 
(list to be defined) X X X X 

  

Materials making up the FOB underwater 
structure (list to be defined) X X X X 

  

Tracking device TYPE+ID if possible, otherwise 
no or undefined. X X X X X X 

 



1 
 

19-03 SWO 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT AMENDING THE RECOMMENDATION 17-02 BY ICCAT FOR THE 

CONSERVATION OF NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 

1. The footnote ** relating to paragraph 2 (b) of Recommendation by ICCAT amending the 
Recommendation for the conservation of North Atlantic swordfish, Rec. 16-03 (Rec. 17-02) is amended 
as follows: 

 
a) The first line of the footnote is replaced by the following text: 

 
 "From Japan to Morocco: 100 t for each of 2018, 2019 and 2021; and 150 t for 2020." 
 
 

b) The following text is added at the end of the footnote: 
 

 "From Chinese Taipei to Morocco: 20 t for 2020" 
 
 ''From Trinidad and Tobago to Morocco: 25 t for 2020" 
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ACKNOWLEDGING that the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) noted in its 2017 
advice that a Total Allowable Catch (TAC) could be set at 36,000 t to be reached in 2020 in a gradual 
stepwise way without undermining the success of the recovery plan; 

 
ACKNOWLEDGING the advice from SCRS to consider moving from the current recovery plan to a 

management plan and that the current status of the stock no longer appears to require the emergency 
measures introduced under the Recovery Plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
(Recommendation 17-07 by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 14-04); 

 
ACKNOWLEDGING paragraph 4 of Recommendation 17-07 which states that the Commission shall 

establish a management plan for the stock in 2018; 
 

CONSIDERING that the SCRS is developing a management strategy evaluation (MSE) process, with the 
aim to evaluate different management procedures that are robust to the main sources of uncertainty and 
that MSE process is expected to deliver candidate management procedures in the short but not immediate 
term (e.g. by 2021-22), the selection of the desired management procedure by the Commission could also 
take some time. Therefore, it is proposed to have an interim management objective that can be revisited at 
the time the Commission adopts harvest control rules (HCR). In this context, on the basis of the latest stock 
assessment and on further management recommendations supported by a Management Strategy 
Evaluation exercise (MSE) and after the management procedure, including HCR have been defined by the 
SCRS, the Commission may decide as from 2020 on changes to the management framework for the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna, as advised by SCRS; 

 
FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGING the impacts of the Recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 

and the Mediterranean on the small-scale fleets, in particular with regards to the reduction of fishing 
capacity; 

 
CONSIDERING the capability of the stock to respond to several consecutive years of low recruitment, it 

will be paramount to ensure that fishing capacity remains within sustainable limits and that the control of 
capacity remains effective; 

 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the importance of maintaining the scope and integrity of the control 
measures, and reinforcing traceability of the catches, in particular with regards to the transport of live fish 
and farming activities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Objectives 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Part I 
General Provisions 

1. The Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities 
hereinafter referred to as CPCs, whose vessels have been actively fishing for bluefin tuna (Thunnus 
thynnus) in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean shall implement a management plan for bluefin 
tuna in that geographic area starting in 2019 with the goal of maintaining the biomass around B0.1, 
achieved by fishing at or less than F0.1, which the SCRS considers to be reasonable proxy forFMSY. 

 

This objective shall be revisited and modified, if necessary, once Management Strategy Evaluation has 
made sufficient progress, when alternative management objectives can be considered, and Reference 
Points, Harvest Control Rules and/or Management procedures can be adopted. 

2. When the SCRS stock evaluation indicates that the status and development of the stock (in terms of 
biomass and/or fishing mortality) is diverting from this objective, safeguards and review clauses as 
defined in the final provisions of this plan shall apply. 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT AMENDING THE RECOMMENDATION 18-02 ESTABLISHING A 
MULTI-ANNUAL MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE EASTERN ATLANTIC AND THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 

BFT 19-04 
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Definitions 
 

3. For purposes of this Recommendation: 
 

a) “fishing vessel” means any powered vessel used for the purposes of the commercial exploitation 
of bluefin tuna resources, including catching vessels, fish processing vessels, support vessels, 
towing vessels, vessels engaged in transhipment and transport vessels equipped for the 
transportation of tuna products and auxiliary vessels, except container vessels. 

 
b) “catching vessel” means a vessel used for the purposes of the commercial capture of bluefin tuna 

resources. 
 

c) “processing vessel” means a vessel on board of which fisheries products are subject to one or more 
of the following operations, prior to their packaging: filleting or slicing, freezing and/or processing. 

 
d) “auxiliary vessel” means any vessel used to transport dead bluefin tuna (not processed) from a 

transport/farming cage, a purse seine vessel or a trap to a designated port and/or to a processing 
vessel. 

 
e) “towing vessel” means any vessel used for towing cages. 

 

f) “fishing actively” means, for any catching vessel, the fact that it targets bluefin tuna during a given 
fishing season. 

 
g) “joint fishing operation” (hereinafter referred to in the text as JFO) means any operation between 

two or more purse seine vessels where the catch of one purse seine vessel is attributed to one or 
more other purse seine vessels in accordance with a previously agreed allocation key. 

 
h) “transfer operations” means: 

 
- any transfer of live bluefin tuna from the catching vessel's net to the transport cage; 
- any transfer of live bluefin tuna from the transport cage to another transport cage; 
- any transfer of the cage with live bluefin tuna from a towing vessel to another towing 

vessel; 
- any transfer of live bluefin tuna from one farm to another, or between different cages in the 

same farm; 
- any transfer of live bluefin tuna from the trap to the transport cage independently of the 

presence of a towing vessel. 
 

i) “control transfer” means any additional transfer being implemented at the request of the 
fishing/farming operators or the control authorities for the purpose of verifying the number of 
fish being transferred. 

 
j) “trap” means fixed gear anchored to the bottom, usually containing a guide net that leads bluefin 

tuna into an enclosure or series of enclosures where it is kept prior to harvesting orfarming. 
 

k) "trap CPC" means the CPC where a tuna trap is installed in the waters under its jurisdiction. 
 

l) “caging” means the relocation of live bluefin tuna from the transport cage or trap to the farming 
or fattening cages. 

 
m) “fattening" or "farming” means caging of bluefin tuna in farms and subsequent feeding aiming to 

fatten and increase their total biomass. 
 

n) “farm” means a marine area clearly defined by geographical coordinates, used for the fattening or 
farming of bluefin caught by traps and/or purse seine vessels. A farm could have several farming 
locations, all of them defined by geographical coordinates (with a clear definition of longitude and 
latitude for each one of the points of the polygon). 
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o) “harvesting” means the killing of bluefin tuna in farms or traps. 
 

p) “transhipment” means the unloading of all or any of the fish on board a fishing vessel to another 
fishing vessel. However, unloading of dead bluefin tuna from the purse seine, the trap or the 
towing vessel to an auxiliary vessel shall not be considered as transhipment. 

 
q) “sport fishery” means non-commercial fisheries whose members adhere to a national sport 

organization or are issued with a national sport license. 
 

r) “recreational fishery” means non-commercial fisheries whose members do not adhere toa national 
sport organization or are not issued with a national sport license. 

 
s) “stereoscopic camera” means a camera with two or more lenses, with a separate image sensor or 

film frame for each lens, enabling the taking of three-dimensional images for the purpose of 
measuring the length of the fish and assisting in refining the number and weight of bluefin tuna. 

 
t) “control camera” means a stereoscopic camera and/or conventional video camera for the purpose 

of the controls foreseen in this Recommendation. 
 

u) “BCD or electronic BCD (eBCD)” means a bluefin catch document. 
 

v) “lengths of vessels” means overall lengths. 
 

w) "small-scale coastal vessel" is a catching vessel with at least three of the five following 
characteristics: a) length overall <12 m; b) the vessel is fishing exclusively inside the territorial 
waters of the flag CPC c) fishing trips have a duration of less than 24 hours d) the maximum crew 
number is established at four persons, or e) the vessel is fishing using techniques which are 
selective and have a reduced environmental impact. 

 
x) "control caging” means any additional caging being implemented at the request of the 

fishing/farming operators or the control authorities for the purpose of verifying the number and 
or the average weight of fish being caged. 

 
y) “farming CPC” means the CPC under whose jurisdiction the farm for bluefin tuna is located. 

 
 

Part II Management measures 
 

TAC and quotas and conditions associated with the allocation of quotas to CPCs 
 

4. Each CPC shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the fishing effort of its catching vessels and 
its traps are commensurate with the bluefin tuna fishing opportunities available to that CPC in the 
eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, including by establishing individual quotas for its catching 
vessels over 24 m included in the list referred to in paragraph 49 a) of this Recommendation. 

 
5. The total allowable catches (TACs), inclusive of dead discards, for the years 2019-2020 shall be set at: 

32,240 t for 2019 and 36,000 t for 2020, in accordance with the following quota scheme: 
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CPC Quota 2019 (t) Quota 2020 (t) 
Albania 156 170 
Algeria 1,446 1,655 
China 90 102 
Egypt 266 330 
European Union 17,623 19,460 
Iceland* 147 180 
Japan 2,544 2,819 
Korea 184 200 
Libya 2,060 2,255 
Morocco 2,948 3,284 
Norway 239 300 
Syria 73 80 
Tunisia 2,400 2,655 
Turkey 1,880 2,305 
Chinese Taipei 84 90 

Subtotal 32,140 35,885 
Unallocated Reserves 100 115 

TOTAL 32,240 36,000 
*Notwithstanding the provision of this Part, Iceland may catch beyond the quota amount 
each year by 25% while its total catch for 2018, 2019, and 2020 combined shall not 
exceed 411 t (84 t + 147 t + 180 t). 

 
This table shall not be interpreted to have changed the allocation keys shown in Recommendation 14-04. 
The new keys shall be established in the future for consideration by the Commission. 

 
Mauritania may catch up to 5 t for research in each year, if they respect the rules of reporting of catches 
defined in this Recommendation. The catch shall be deducted from the unallocated reserve. 

 
Senegal may catch up to 5 t for research in each year, if they respect the rules of reporting of catches defined 
in this Recommendation. The catch shall be deducted from the unallocated reserve. 

 
The TAC shall be reviewed annually on the advice of the SCRS. 

 
Depending on availability, Chinese Taipei may transfer up to 50 t of its quota to Korea in 2019 and in 2020. 

 
6. The flag CPC may require a catching vessel to proceed immediately to a port designated by it when the 

individual quota of the vessel is deemed to be exhausted. 
 

7. Carry-over of any unused quota is not authorized. A CPC may request to transfer a maximum of 5% of 
its 2019 quota to 2020. The CPC shall include this request in its fishing/capacity plan for endorsement 
by the Commission. 

 
8. Carry-over within a farm of non-harvested live bluefin tuna from a previous year’s catch is not 

authorized unless a reinforced system of control is implemented and reported to the Secretariat as an 
integral part of the monitoring, control and inspection plan submitted under paragraph 14 of this 
Recommendation. Such reinforced system shall include at least the provisions defined in paragraphs 
103 and 107. Further control measures will be examined at the intersessional Working Group meeting 
of Panel 2 referred to in paragraph 117. 

 
9. Farming CPCs shall ensure that, prior to the start of a fishing season, a thorough assessment is made of 

any live bluefin tuna carried over after bulk-harvests in the farms under their jurisdiction. To this end, 
all carried-over live bluefin tuna from a catching year (i.e. fish that were not subject to bulk-harvest in 
the farms) shall be transferred to other cages using stereoscopic camera systems or alternative 
methods provided they guarantee the same level of precision and accuracy. Carry-over of bluefin tuna 
from years that were not subject to bulk-harvest shall be controlled annually by applying the same 
procedure to appropriate samples based on risk assessment. 



5 

Full traceability of carried-over fish shall be ensured at all times. The measures to ensure such 
traceability shall be fully documented. 

 
10. The transfer of quota between CPCs shall be done only under authorization by the CPCs concerned. 

Those transfers accepted by the CPCs concerned shall be communicated to the Secretariat at least 48 
hours before they enter into force. 

 
11. No chartering operation for the bluefin tuna fishery is permitted. 

 
12. If the catch of a CPC in any given year exceeds its allocation, the CPC shall pay back in the next 

subsequent management period in accordance with the provisions in paragraphs 2 and 3 of ICCAT 
Recommendation 96-14. 

 
13. In line with the MSE Roadmap, the SCRS shall continue its MSE work, testing candidate management 

procedures, including harvest control rules (HCRs), which would support management objectives to 
be agreed by the Commission. Based on the SCRS inputs and advice, and a dialogue process between 
scientists and managers, the Commission shall endeavour in 2021 to adopt a management procedure 
for the stock of Atlantic bluefin in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, including pre-agreed 
management actions to be taken under various stock conditions. 

 
Submission of annual fishing plans, fishing and farming capacity management and inspection plans 
and farming management plans 

 
14. By 15 February each year, each CPC with an allocated eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna 

quota shall submit to the Secretariat: 
 

a) An annual fishing plan for the catching vessels and traps fishing bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean drawn up in accordance with paragraphs 16-17. 

 
b) An annual fishing capacity management plan ensuring that the CPC authorized fishing capacity is 

commensurate with the allocated quota drawn up to include the information set forth in 
paragraphs 18-23. 

 
c) A monitoring, control and inspection plan with a view to ensuring compliance with the provisions 

of this Recommendation. 
 

d) An annual farming management plan as appropriate, that is in line with the requirements set out 
in paragraphs 24-27, including the authorized maximum input per farm and the maximum capacity 
per farm and the total amount of fish by farm carried over from the previous year, in accordance 
with paragraph 8. 

15. For 2019 and 2020, prior to 31 March of each year and in line with paragraph 116 of this 
Recommendation, the Commission shall convene an intersessional meeting of Panel 2 to analyse and, 
as appropriate, endorse the plans referred to under paragraph 14. This obligation may be revised after 
2020 to allow endorsement of the plans to be done by electronic means. If the Commission finds a 
serious fault in the plans submitted and cannot endorse these plans, the Commission shall decide on 
the automatic suspension of bluefin tuna fishing in that year by that CPC. Non-submission of the plan 
referred to above shall automatically lead to suspension of bluefin tuna fishing in that year. 

Annual fishing plans 

16. The annual fishing plan shall identify, inter alia, the quotas allocated to each gear group, when 
applicable, the method used to allocate and manage quotas as well as the measures to ensure the 
respect of the individual quotas, the open fishing seasons for each gear category and the rules on by- 
catch. 

17. Any subsequent modification to the annual fishing plan shall be transmitted to the Secretariat at least 
one working day before the exercise of the activity corresponding to that modification. 
Notwithstanding this provision, quota transfers between different gear groups and transfers between 
by-catch quota and directed quotas from the same CPC shall be allowed, provided that information on 
the transfers is transmitted to the Secretariat at the latest when the transfer enters into force. 
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Capacity management measures 

Fishing capacity 

Adjustment of fishing capacity 
 

18. Each CPC shall adjust its fishing capacity to ensure that it is commensurate with its allocated quota by 
using relevant yearly catch rates by fleet segment and gear proposed by the SCRS and adopted by the 
Commission in 2009. Those parameters should be reviewed by the SCRS no later than 2019 and each 
time that a stock assessment for eastern bluefin tuna is performed, including specific rates for gear type 
and fishing area. 

 
19. For that purpose each CPC shall establish, when appropriate, an annual fishing capacity management 

plan to be analysed and, as appropriate, endorsed by Panel 2 intersessionally. Such plan shall adjust 
the number of catching vessels to demonstrate that the fishing capacity is commensurate with the 
fishing opportunities allocated to the catching vessels for the same quota period. Regarding small-scale 
coastal vessels, the minimum quota requirement of 5 t (catch rate defined by the SCRS in 2009) shall 
no longer be applicable and sectorial quotas may alternatively be applied to those vessels as follows: 

 
a) If a CPC has small-scale coastal vessels authorised to fish for bluefin tuna, it shall allocate a specific 

sectorial quota for those vessels and indicate in its fishing, and monitoring, control and inspection 
plans which additional measures it will put in place to closely monitor the quota consumption of 
this fleet segment. 

 
b) For the vessels from the archipelagos of Azores, Canary Islands and Madeira, a sectorial quota may 

be established for baitboats. Such sectorial quota and the additional conditions to monitor it shall 
be clearly defined in the fishing plan submitted pursuant to paragraph 14 above. 

 
20. The adjustment of fishing capacity for purse-seine vessels shall be limited to a maximum variation of 

20% compared to the baseline fishing capacity of 2018. When calculating the number of vessels using 
20%, CPCs can eventually round up the figure to the next whole number. 

 
21. For the period 2019-2020 CPCs may authorize a number of their traps engaged in the eastern Atlantic 

and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery which allows the full exploitation of their fishing opportunities. 
 

22. The requirements for adjustments and for the number of traps defined in paragraphs 19, 20 and 21 
shall not apply: 

 
a) if developing CPCs can demonstrate that they need to develop their fishing capacity so as to fully 

use their quota, by using relevant yearly catch rates by fleet segment and gear proposed by the 
SCRS, and if such adjustments are included in their annual fishing plan in accordance to paragraph 
14, 

 
b) in the Northeast Atlantic, to those CPCs that are fishing mainly in their own economic zones (the 

Norwegian Economic Zone and the Icelandic Economic Zone). 
 

23. By derogation to the provisions of paragraphs 18, 19 and 21, for 2019 and 2020, CPCs may decide to 
include in their annual fishing plans referred to in paragraph 16, a different number of traps and vessels 
to fully utilise their fishing opportunities. The calculations to establish such adjustments shall be made 
in accordance with the methodology approved at the 2009 annual meeting and with the conditions set 
in paragraph 19, except when the CPCs concerned fish mainly in the Northeast Atlantic in their own 
economic zones (the Norwegian Economic Zone and the Icelandic Economic Zone). 
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Farming capacity 
 

24. Each farming CPC shall establish an annual farming management plan. Such plan shall demonstrate 
that the total input capacity and the total farming capacity is commensurate with the estimated amount 
of bluefin tuna available for farming including the information referred to in paragraphs 25 and 27. 
Revised farming management plans, if appropriate, shall be submitted to the Secretariat by 1 June each 
year. The Commission shall ensure that the total farming capacity in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean is commensurate with the total amount of bluefin tuna available for farming in the area. 

 
25. Each CPC shall limit its tuna farming capacity to the total farming capacity of the farms that were 

registered in the ICCAT list or authorized and declared to ICCAT in 2018. 
 

26. Those developing CPCs without or with less than three tuna farms and that intend to establish new tuna 
farming facilities shall have the right to establish such facilities with a maximum total farming capacity 
of up to 1,800 t per CPC. To this end, they shall communicate to ICCAT by including those in their 
farming plan under paragraph 14 of this Recommendation. This clause should be reviewed as from 
2020. 

 
27. Each CPC shall establish an annual maximum input of wild caught bluefin tuna into its farms at the level 

of the input quantities registered with ICCAT by its farms in 2005, 2006, 2007 or 2008. If a CPC needs 
to increase the maximum input of wild caught tuna in one or several of its tuna farms, that increase 
shall be commensurate with the fishing opportunities allocated to that CPC, including live bluefin tuna 
imports. 

 
Growth rates 

 
28. The SCRS, on the basis of a standardized protocol to be established by the SCRS for the monitoring of 

recognizable individual fish, shall undertake trials to identify growth rates including in weight and size 
gains during the fattening period. Based on the result of the trials and other scientific information 
available, the SCRS shall review and update the growth table published in 2009, and the growth rates 
utilized for farming the fish referred to under paragraph 35 c, and present those results to the 2020 
Annual meeting of the Commission. In updating the growth table, the SCRS should invite independent 
scientists who have appropriate expertise to review the analysis. The SCRS shall also consider the 
difference among geographic areas (including Atlantic and Mediterranean) in updating the table. Farm 
CPCs shall ensure that the scientists tasked by the SCRS for the trials can have access to and, as required 
by the protocol, assistance to carry out the trials. Farm CPCs shall endeavor to ensure that the growth 
rates derived from the eBCDs are coherent with the growth rates published by the SCRS. If significant 
discrepancies are found between the SCRS tables and growth rates observed, that information should 
be sent to the SCRS for analysis. 

 
 

Part III 

Technical measures 

Open fishing seasons 
 

29. Purse seine fishing for bluefin tuna shall be permitted in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean 
during the period from 26 May to 1 July. 

 
By way of derogation, the season in the eastern Mediterranean Sea (FAO fishing areas 37.3.1 Aegean; 
37.3.2 Levant), may be open 15 May if a CPC requests it in its fishing plan. 

 
By way of derogation, the season in the Adriatic Sea (FAO fishing area 37.2.1) may be open from 
26 May until 15 July, for fish farmed in the Adriatic Sea. 

 
By way of derogation the purse seine fishing season in the Norwegian Economic Zone and in the 
Icelandic Economic Zone shall be from 25 June to 15 November. 
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By way of derogation, the purse seine fishing season in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean fishing 
zones limited to the waters under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of the Kingdom of Morocco may be 
open from 1 May to 15 June if a CPC requests it in its fishing plan. 

 
30. If weather conditions prevent fishing operations, CPCs may decide that the fishing seasons referred 

under paragraph 29 be expanded by an equivalent number of lost days up to 10 days. 
 

31. Bluefin tuna fishing shall be permitted in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean by large-scale 
pelagic longlines catching vessels over 24 m during the period from 1 January to 31 May with the 
exception of the area delimited by West of l0°W and North of 42°N, as well as in the Norwegian 
Economic Zone, where such fishing shall be permitted from 1 August to 31 January. 

 
32. CPCs shall establish open fishing seasons for their fleets other than purse seine vessels and vessels 

referred to in paragraph 31, and shall provide this information in their fishing plan defined in 
paragraph 16 to be analysed and, as appropriate, endorsed by Panel 2 intersessionally. 

 
33. Not later than 2020, the Commission shall decide to what extent the fishing seasons for different gear 

types and/or fishing areas might be extended and/or modified based on the SCRS advice without 
negatively influencing the stock development and by ensuring the stock is managed sustainably. 

 
Minimum size 

 
34. The minimum size for bluefin tuna caught in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean shall be 30 kg 

or 115 cm fork length. Therefore, CPCs shall take the necessary measures to prohibit catching, retaining 
on board, transhipping, transferring, landing, transporting, storing, selling, displaying or offering for 
sale bluefin tuna weighing less than 30 kg or with fork length of less than 115 cm. 

 
35. By derogation from paragraph 34, a minimum size for bluefin tuna of 8 kg or 75 cm fork length shall 

apply to the following situations (see Annex 1). 
a) Bluefin tuna caught in the eastern Atlantic by baitboats and trolling boats; 
b) Bluefin tuna caught in the Mediterranean by the small-scale coastal fleet fishery for fresh fish by 

baitboats, longliners and handliners; 
c) Bluefin tuna caught in the Adriatic Sea for farming purposes. 

 
Notwithstanding the above, for bluefin tuna caught in the Adriatic Sea by Croatian flag vessels for the 
purpose of farming, the relevant CPC may grant tolerances to capture bluefin tuna having a minimum 
weight of 6.4 kg or, in the alternative, having a minimum fork length of 66 cm, provided they limit the 
take of these fish to a maximum of 7% by weight of the total quantities of bluefin tuna caught by those 
Croatian vessels. In addition, for bluefin tuna caught by French baitboat vessels with an overall length 
of less than 17 m operating in the Bay of Biscay, CPCs may grant tolerances to capture up to a maximum 
of 100 t of bluefin tuna having a minimum weight of 6.4 kg or, in the alternative, having a minimum 
fork length of 70 cm. 

 
36. CPCs concerned shall issue specific authorisations to vessels fishing under the derogations referred to 

in paragraph 35. In addition, fish below these minimum sizes that are discarded dead shall be counted 
against the CPC quota. 

 
Incidental catches of fish below minimum size 

 
37. For catching vessels fishing actively for bluefin tuna and tuna traps, CPCs may authorize an incidental 

catch of no more than 5% by number of bluefin tuna weighing between 8 kg and 30 kg or, in the 
alternative, with fork length between 75-115 cm. 

 
This percentage shall be calculated in relation to the total catches in number of bluefin tuna retained 
on board a vessel at any time after each fishing operation in the above-mentioned weight or length 
categories. 
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General rules on by-catches 
 

38. All CPCs shall allocate a specific quota for by-catch of bluefin tuna. The levels of authorized by-catches 
as well as the methodology to calculate those by-catches in relation with the total catches on board (in 
weight or number of specimens) shall be clearly defined in the annual fishing plans submitted to the 
Secretariat under paragraph 14 of this Recommendation and shall never exceed 20% of the total 
catches on board at the end of each fishing trip. Calculation in number of pieces shall only apply to tuna 
and tuna-like species managed by ICCAT. For the small-scale coastal vessel fleet the amount of by-catch 
can be calculated on an annual basis. 

 
All by-catches of dead bluefin tuna, whether retained or discarded, shall be deducted from the quota of 
the flag CPC and reported to ICCAT. If by-catch of bluefin tuna occurs in waters under the fishery 
jurisdiction of CPCs whose current domestic legislation requires that all dead or dying fish must be 
landed, this landing obligation shall be complied with also by vessels flying foreign flags. 

 
If no quota has been allocated to the CPC of the catching vessel or trap concerned or if it has already been 
consumed, the catching of bluefin tuna as by-catch is not permitted and CPCs shall take the necessary 
measures to ensure their release. If however, such bluefin tuna is dead it shall be landed, and the 
appropriate follow-up action taken in accordance with the national law. CPCs shall report information 
on such quantities on an annual basis to the Secretariat who shall make it available to the SCRS. 

 
The procedures referred to in paragraphs 77 to 82 and 108 shall apply to by-catch. 

 
For vessels not actively fishing for bluefin tuna, any quantity of bluefin tuna kept on board shall be 
clearly separated from other fish species to allow control authorities to monitor the respect of this rule. 
The procedures for non-authorized vessels with regard to the eBCD shall follow as laid down in the 
relevant provision of Recommendation 18-12. 

 
Recreational fisheries and sport fisheries 

 
39. When CPCs allocate, where appropriate, a specific quota to sport and recreational fisheries; that 

allocated quota should be set even if catch and release is compulsory for bluefin tuna caught in sport 
and recreational fisheries to account for possible dead fish. Each CPC shall regulate recreational and 
sport fisheries by issuing fishing authorizations to vessels for the purpose of sport and recreational 
fishing. 

 
40. CPCs shall take the necessary measures to prohibit the catch and retention on board, transhipment or 

landing of more than one bluefin tuna per vessel per day for recreational fisheries. 
 

This prohibition does not apply to CPCs whose domestic legislation requires that all dead fish, including 
those caught by sport and recreational, shall be landed. 

 
41. The marketing of bluefin tuna caught in recreational and sport fishing shall be prohibited. 

 
42. Each CPC shall take measures to record catch data including weight of each bluefin tuna caught during 

sport and recreational fishing and communicate to the Secretariat the data for the preceding year by 
31 July each year. 

 
43. Dead catches from sport and recreational fisheries shall be counted against the quota allocated to the 

CPC in accordance with paragraph 5. 
 

44. Each CPC shall take the necessary measures to ensure, to the greatest extent possible, the release of 
bluefin tuna, especially juveniles, caught alive, in the framework of recreational and sport fishing. Any 
bluefin tuna landed shall be whole, gilled and/or gutted. 

 
45. Any CPC wishing to conduct a sport catch-and-release fishery in the North East Atlantic may allow a 

limited number of sport vessels to target bluefin tuna with the purpose of “tag and release” without the 
need to allocate them a specific quota. This applies to those vessels operating in the context of a 
scientific project of a research institute integrated in a scientific research program results of which 
shall be communicated to the SCRS. In this context the CPC shall have the obligation to: a) submit the 
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description and associated measures applicable to this fishery as integral part of their fishing and 
control plans as referred under paragraph 14 of this Recommendation: b) closely monitor the activities 
of the vessels concerned to ensure their compliance with the existing provisions of this 
Recommendation; c) ensure that the tagging and releasing operations are performed by trained 
personnel to ensure high survival of the specimens; and d) annually submit a report on the scientific 
activities conducted, at least 60 days before the SCRS meeting of the following year. Any bluefin tuna 
that die during tag and release activities shall be reported and deducted from the CPC’s quota. 

 
46. CPCs shall make available upon request from ICCAT the list of sport and recreational vessels which 

have received an authorization. 
 

47. The format for such list referred to in paragraph 46 shall include the following information: 
 

a) Name of vessel, register number 
b) ICCAT Record Number (if any) 
c) Previous name (if any) 
d) Name and address of owner(s) and operator(s) 

 
 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section A - Records of vessels and traps 

Use of aerial means 

48. The use of any aerial means, including aircraft, helicopters or any types of unmanned aerial vehicles to 
search for bluefin tuna shall be prohibited. 

 
ICCAT Record of vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna 

 
49. CPCs shall establish and maintain an ICCAT record of all fishing vessels authorized to operate for bluefin 

tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean. That record should consist of two lists: 
 

a) all catching vessels authorized to fish actively for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. 

 
b) all other fishing vessels used for the purposes of commercial exploitation of bluefin tuna resources 

other than catching vessels, authorized to operate for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. 

 
For vessels with a LOA >24 m (independently of the gear used excluding bottom trawlers) and for 
purse seine vessels, CPCs shall indicate number of vessels to the Secretariat as part of their fishing 
plan defined in paragraph 14 of this Recommendation and ICCAT shall establish and maintain an 
ICCAT record of all vessels authorized to operate for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. 

 
50. Each flag CPC shall submit electronically each year to the Secretariat: (i) at the latest 15 days before 

the beginning of the fishing activity the list of its catching vessels referred to in paragraph 49(a); and 
(ii) at the latest 15 days before the start of their operation the list of other fishing vessels referred to 
in paragraph 49(b). Submissions shall be undertaken in accordance with the format set out in the 
Guidelines for Submitting Data and Information Required by ICCAT. 

 
51. No retroactive submissions shall be accepted. Subsequent changes shall only be accepted if the notified 

fishing vessel is prevented from participation due to legitimate operational reasons or force majeure. 
In such circumstances, the CPC concerned shall immediately inform the Secretariat, providing: 
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a) full details of the fishing vessel(s) intended to replace a vessel or vessels, included on the record 
referred to in paragraph 49; CPCs with less than 5 vessels on either list referred to in paragraph 
49, may replace a vessel with another vessel not previously included on the record, provided that 
the CPC concerned submitted to the Secretariat a request for an ICCAT number to be given to the 
vessel, and the requested number has been provided. 

 
b) a comprehensive account of the reasons justifying the replacement and any relevant supporting 

evidence or references. 
 

The Secretariat will circulate such cases among CPCs. If any CPC notifies that the case is not sufficiently 
justified or incomplete it shall be brought to the Compliance Committee for further review and the case 
shall remain pending approval of the Compliance Committee. 

 
52. Conditions and procedures referred to in the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Establishment 

of an ICCAT Record of Vessels 20 Meters in Length Overall or Greater Authorized to operate in the 
Convention Area (Rec. 13-13) (except paragraph 3) shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

 
53. Without prejudice to paragraph 38 for the purposes of this Recommendation, fishing vessels not 

entered into one of the ICCAT records referred to in paragraph 49 (a) and (b) are deemed not to be 
authorized to fish for, retain on board, tranship, transport, transfer, process or land eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean bluefin tuna. The prohibition against retention on board does not apply to CPCs 
whose domestic legislation requires that all dead fish must be landed, providing that the value of the 
catch is subject to confiscation. 

 
Fishing authorizations for vessels and traps authorized to fish for bluefin tuna 

 
54. CPCs shall issue special authorisations and/or national fishing licences to vessels and traps included in 

one of the lists described in paragraphs 45, 49 and 56. Fishing authorizations shall contain as a 
minimum the information set out in Annex 12. The Flag CPC shall ensure that the information 
contained in the fishing authorisation is accurate and consistent with the rules of ICCAT. The Flag CPC 
shall take the necessary enforcement measures in accordance with their legislation and may require 
the vessel to proceed immediately to a designated port when the individual quota is deemed to be 
exhausted. 

 
ICCAT record of tuna traps authorized to fish for bluefin tuna 

 
55. The Commission shall establish and maintain an ICCAT Record of all tuna traps authorized to fish for 

bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean. For the purposes of this Recommendation, 
tuna traps not entered into the record are deemed not to be authorized to be used to fish for, retain, 
and participate in any operation to catch, transfer, harvest or land bluefin tuna. 

 
56. Each CPC shall submit electronically to the Secretariat, as part of their fishing plan defined in 

paragraphs 16 to 17, the list (including the name of the traps, register number) of its authorized tuna 
traps referred to in paragraph 54. 

 
Conditions and procedures referred in Recommendation 13-13 (except paragraph 3) shall apply 
mutatis mutandis. 

 
Information on fishing activities 

 
57. By 31 July each year, or within 7 months of the completion of the fishing season for those CPCs that 

end their fishing campaign in July, each CPC shall notify the Secretariat detailed information on bluefin 
tuna catches in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean in the preceding quota allocation period. 
This information should include: 

 
a) the name and ICCAT number of each catching vessel; 

 
b) the period of authorisation(s) for each catching vessel; 
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c) the total catches of each catching vessel including nil returns throughout the period of 
authorisation(s); 

 
d) the total number of days each catching vessel fished in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean 

throughout the period of authorisation(s); and 
 

e) the total catch outside their period of authorisation (by-catch). 
 

For all vessels that were not authorised to fish actively for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean but that caught bluefin tuna as by-catch, the following information shall be provided to 
the Secretariat: 

 
a) the name and ICCAT number or national registry number of the vessel, if not registered with ICCAT; 

 
b) the total catches of bluefin tuna. 

 
58. Each CPC shall notify the Secretariat of any information concerning vessels not covered in paragraph 

57 but known or presumed to have fished for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. The Secretariat shall forward such information without delay to the flag CPC for 
appropriate action, with a copy to other CPCs for information. 

 
Joint fishing operations 

 
59. Any joint fishing operation for bluefin tuna shall only be authorized with the consent of the CPCs 

concerned. To be authorised, each purse seine vessel shall be equipped to fish for bluefin tuna, to have 
a specific individual quota allocation, and to operate in accordance with the requirements defined in 
60 and 62. The quota allocated to a given JFO, shall be equal to the total of all the quotas allocated to 
purse seine vessels participating in the concerned JFO. Furthermore, the duration of the JFO shall not 
be longer than the duration of the fishing season for purse seine vessels, as referred to under 
paragraph 29 of this Recommendation. 

 
60. At the moment of the application for the authorization, following the format set in Annex 5, each CPC 

shall take the necessary measures to obtain from its purse seine vessel(s) participating in the joint 
fishing operation the following information: 

 
- the period of authorization of the JFO, 

 
- the identity of the operators involved, 

 
- the individual vessels’ quotas, 

 
- the allocation key between the vessels for the catches involved, and 

- information on the farms of destination. 
 

Each CPC shall transmit all the information referred above to the Secretariat at least five working days 
before the start of the purse seine vessels fishing season as defined in paragraph 29. 

 
In the case of force majeure, the deadline set out in this paragraph shall not apply regarding the 
information on the farms of destination. In such cases, CPCs shall provide the Secretariat with an 
update of that information as soon as possible, together with a description of the events constituting 
force majeure. The Secretariat shall compile the information referred under this paragraph provided 
by CPCs for the review by the Compliance Committee. 

 
61. The Commission shall establish and maintain an ICCAT record of all joint fishing operations authorized 

by the CPCs in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean. 

62. No JFOs between purse seine vessels from different CPCs shall be permitted. However, a CPC with less 
than five authorized purse seine vessels may authorize joint fishing operations with any other CPC. 
Each CPC conducting a JFO shall be responsible and accountable for the catches made under this JFO. 
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Part IV: Control measures 

Section B - Catches and transshipments 

Recording requirements 
 

63. The masters of catching vessels shall maintain a bound or electronic fishing logbook of their operations 
in accordance with the requirements set out in Section A of Annex 2. 

 
64. The masters of towing vessels, auxiliary vessels and processing vessels shall record their activities in 

accordance with the requirements set out in Sections B, C and D of Annex 2. 
 

Catch reports sent by masters and trap operators 
 

65. Each CPC shall ensure that its catching vessels fishing actively for bluefin tuna shall communicate to 
their authorities during the whole period in which they are authorized to fish bluefin tuna by electronic 
or any other effective means daily information from logbooks, including the date, time, location 
(latitude and longitude) the weight and number of bluefin tuna caught in the area covered by this plan, 
including releases and discards of dead fish under the minimum size referred to in paragraph 34. 
Masters shall send that information in the format set out in Annex 2 or through the CPCs reporting 
requirement. 

 
66. Masters of purse seine vessels shall produce reports referred to in paragraph 65 on a fishing operation 

by fishing operation basis, including operations where the catch was zero. The reports shall be 
transmitted by the operator to its flag CPC authorities by 9.00 GMT for the preceding day. 

 
67. Trap operators or their authorised representatives fishing actively for bluefin tuna shall send 

electronically a daily catch report, including the ICCAT register number, date, time, catches (weight 
and number of fish), including zero catches. They shall send that information within 48 hours 
electronically in the format set out in Annex 2 to their flag CPC authorities during the whole period 
they are authorised to fish bluefin tuna. 

 
68. For catching vessels other than purse seine vessels and traps, masters shall transmit to their control 

authorities, reports referred to in paragraph 65 by the latest Tuesday noon for the preceding week 
ending Sunday. 

 
Designated ports 

 
69. Each CPC who has been allocated a bluefin tuna quota shall designate ports where landing or 

transhipping operations of bluefin tuna are authorized. This list shall be communicated each year to 
the Secretariat as part of the annual fishing plan communicated by each CPC. Any amendment shall be 
communicated to the Secretariat. Other CPCs may designate ports in which landing or transhipping 
operations of bluefin tuna is authorised and communicate a list of these ports to the Secretariat. 

 
70. For a port to be determined as a designated port, the port State shall ensure that the following 

conditions are met: 
 

a) established landing and transhipment times; 
 

b) established landing and transhipment places; and 
 

c) established inspection and surveillance procedures ensuring inspection coverage during all 
landing and transhipment times and at all landing and transhipment places in accordance with 
paragraph 73. 

 
71. It shall be prohibited to land or tranship from catching vessels as well as processing vessels and 

auxiliary vessels any quantity of bluefin tuna fished in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean at 
any place other than ports designated by CPCs in accordance with paragraphs 69 to 70. However, 
exceptionally, the transport of dead bluefin tuna, harvested from a trap/cage, to a processing vessel 
using an auxiliary vessel, is not prohibited. 
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72. On the basis of the information received by CPCs under paragraph 69 the Secretariat shall maintain a 
list of designated ports on the ICCAT website. 

 
Prior notification of landings 

 
73. Prior to entry into any port, masters of catching vessels as well as processing vessels and auxiliary 

vessels or their representative shall provide the relevant authorities of the port, at least 4 hours before 
the estimated time of arrival, with the following: 

 
a) estimated time of arrival; 

 
b) estimate of quantity of bluefin tuna retained on board; 

 
c) the information on the geographic area where the catch was taken. 

 
If the fishing grounds are less than four hours from the port of arrival, the estimated quantities of 
bluefin tuna retained on board may be modified at any time prior to arrival. 

 
CPCs may decide to apply these provisions only for catches equal or superior to three fish or one ton. 
They should provide this information in their monitoring control and inspection plan referred to in 
paragraph 14. 

 
Port State authorities shall keep a record of all prior notices for the current year. 

 
All landings and harvest operations shall be controlled by the relevant control authorities and a 
percentage shall be inspected based on a risk assessment system involving quota, fleet size and fishing 
effort. Full details of this control system adopted by each CPC including the target percentage of 
landings to be inspected shall be detailed in their annual inspection plan referred to in paragraph 14 
of this Recommendation. 

 
After each trip, Masters of catching vessels shall submit within 48 hours a landing declaration to the 
competent authorities of the CPC where the landing takes place and to its flag CPC. The master of the 
authorized catching vessel shall be responsible and certify its completeness and accuracy of the 
declaration, which shall indicate, as a minimum requirement, the quantities of bluefin tuna landed and 
the area where they were caught. All landed catches shall be weighed and not only estimated. The 
relevant authority shall send a record of the landing to the flag CPC authority of the catching vessel, 
within 48 hours after the landing has ended. 

 
Reporting of catches from CPCs to the Secretariat 

 
74. CPCs shall send weekly catch reports by gear to the Secretariat. In the case of purse seine vessels and 

traps, the reports shall be as defined in paragraphs 65, 66 and 67. Total reported catches will be 
published by the Secretariat on a password protected area of the ICCAT web site during the second 
week of each month. 

 
75. CPCs shall report to the Secretariat the dates when their entire quota of bluefin tuna has been utilized. 

The Secretariat shall promptly circulate this information to all CPCs. 
 

Cross check 
 

76. CPCs shall verify inspection reports and observer reports, VMS data, and where appropriate eBCDs, as 
well as the timely submission of logbooks and required information recorded in the logbooks of their 
fishing vessels, in the transfer/transhipment document and in the catch documents. 

 
The competent authorities shall carry out cross checks by species on all landings, transhipment, 
transfers and caging between the quantities recorded in the fishing vessel logbook or in the 
transhipment declaration and the quantities recorded in the landing declaration or caging declaration, 
and any other relevant documentation, such as invoice and/or sales notes. 
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Transhipment 
 

77. Transhipment operations of bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean shall be 
allowed only at designated ports defined and conditioned in paragraphs 69 to 72. 

 
78. Prior to entry into any port, the receiving fishing vessel, or its representative, shall provide the relevant 

authorities of the port State at least 72 h before the estimated time of arrival, with the information 
listed in Annex 3, according to the port state's domestic law. Any transhipment requires the prior 
authorization from the flag CPC of the transhipping fishing vessel concerned. Furthermore, the master 
of the transhipping fishing vessel shall, at the time of the transhipment, inform its flag CPC of the data 
required in Annex 3. 

 
79. The relevant authority of the port State shall inspect the receiving vessel on arrival and check the cargo 

and documentation related to the transhipment operation. 
 

80. The masters of fishing vessels shall complete and transmit to their flag CPC the ICCAT transhipment 
declaration no later than 15 days after the date of transhipment in port as per Recommendation 16- 
15. The masters of the transhipping fishing vessels shall complete the ICCAT transhipment declaration 
in accordance with the format set out in Annex 3. The transhipment declaration shall be linked with 
the eBCD to facilitate cross-checking of data contained thereof. 

 
81. The relevant authority of the port State shall send a record of the transhipment to the flag CPC 

authority of the transhipping fishing vessel, within 5 days after the transhipment hasended. 
 

82. All transhipments shall be inspected by the relevant authorities of the designated port CPC authorities. 
 
 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section C - Observer programmes 

CPC Observer Programme 
 

83. Each CPC shall ensure coverage by observers, issued with an official identification document, on 
vessels and traps active in the bluefin tuna fishery on at least: 

 
- 20% of its active pelagic trawlers (over 15 m), 

 
- 20% of its active longline vessels (over 15 m), 

 
- 20% of its active baitboats (over 15 m), 

 
- 100% of towing vessels, 

 
- 100% of harvesting operations from traps. 

 
CPCs with less than five catching vessels of the first three segments defined above authorized to fish 
actively for bluefin tuna shall ensure coverage by observers 20% of the time the vessels are active in 
the bluefin tuna fishery. 

 
The observer tasks shall be, in particular, to: 

 
a) monitor fishing vessels and traps compliance with this Recommendation, 

 
b) record and report upon the fishing activity, which shall include, inter alia, the following: 

 
- amount of catch (including by-catch), that also includes species disposition, such as 

retained on board or discarded dead or alive, 
 

- area of catch by latitude and longitude, 
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- measure of effort (e.g., number of sets, number of hooks, etc.), as defined in the ICCAT 
Manual for different gears, 

 
- date of catch. 

 
c) observe and estimate catches and verify entries made in the logbook, 

 
d) sight and record vessels that may be fishing contrary to ICCAT conservation measures. 

 
In addition, the observer shall carry out scientific work, such as collecting all the necessary data 
required by the Commission, based on the instructions from the SCRS. 

 
In implementing this observer requirement, CPCs shall: 

 
a) ensure representative temporal and spatial coverage to ensure that the Commission receives 

adequate and appropriate data and information on catch, effort, and other scientific and 
management aspects, taking into account characteristics of the fleets and fisheries; 

 
b) ensure robust data collection protocols; 

 
c) ensure observers are properly trained and approved before deployment; 

 
d) ensure, to the extent practicable, minimal disruption to the operations of vessels and traps 

fishing in the Convention area. 
 

Data and information collected under each CPC’s observer programme shall be provided to the SCRS 
and the Commission, as appropriate, in accordance with requirements and procedures to be 
developed by the Commission by 2019 taking into account CPC confidentiality requirements. 

 
For the scientific aspect of the programme, the SCRS shall report on the coverage level achieved by 
each CPC, and provide a summary of the data collected and any relevant findings associated with that 
data. The SCRS shall also provide any recommendations to improve the effectiveness of CPCs 
observer programmes. 

 
ICCAT regional Observer Programme 

 
84. An ICCAT regional Observer Programme shall be implemented to ensure observer coverage of 100%: 

 
- on all purse seine vessels authorised to fish bluefin tuna; 

 
- during all transfers of bluefin tuna from purse seine vessels; 

 
- during all transfers of bluefin tuna from traps to transport cages; 

 
- during all transfers from one farm to another; 

 
- during all cagings of bluefin tuna in farms; 

 
- during all harvesting of bluefin tuna from farms; and 

 
- during the release of bluefin tuna from farming cages into the sea. 

 
Purse seine vessels without an ICCAT regional observer shall not be authorized to fish or to operate 
in the bluefin tuna fishery. 
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ICCAT regional observers should not be of the same nationality as the catching vessel/tugboat/trap 
or farm for which their services are required. In addition, to the extent possible, the Secretariat shall 
ensure that regional observers deployed have a satisfactory knowledge of the language of the flag 
CPC of the vessel or the farming CPC or the trap CPC1. 

 
One ICCAT regional observer shall be assigned to each farm for the whole period of caging operations. 
In cases of force majeure, and following confirmation by the farming CPC authorities, an ICCAT regional 
observer could be shared by more than one farm to guarantee the continuity of farming operations. 
However, the farming CPC authorities shall immediately request the deployment of an additional 
regional observer. 

 
85. The ICCAT regional observer tasks shall be, in particular, to: 

 
- observe and monitor fishing and farming operations in compliance with the relevant ICCAT 

conservation and management measures, including access to stereoscopic camera footage at the 
time of caging that enables the measuring of length and estimating the corresponding weight; 

 
- sign the ICCAT transfer declarations and eBCDs when he/she is in agreement that the 

information contained within them is consistent with his/her observations. If he/she is not in 
agreement he/she should indicate his/her presence on the transfer declarations and eBCDs and 
the reasons of disagreement quoting specifically the rule(s) or procedure(s) that has not been 
respected, where applicable; 

 
- carry out such scientific work, for example collecting samples, as required by the Commission 

based on the directions from the SCRS. 
 
 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section D - Live fish transfers 

Transfer authorisation 
 

86. Before any transfer operation, the master of the catching or towing vessel or its representatives or the 
representative of the farm or trap, where the transfer in question originates, as appropriate, shall send 
to its flag CPC or farming CPC authorities before the transfer, a prior transfer notification indicating: 

 
- name of the catching vessel or farm or trap and ICCAT number record, 

 
- estimated time of transfer, 

 
- estimated quantity of bluefin tuna to be transferred, 

 
- information on the position (latitude/longitude) where the transfer will take place and 

identifiable cage numbers, 
 

- name of the towing vessel, number of cages towed and ICCAT number record where appropriate, 
 

- port, farm, cage destination of the bluefin tuna. 
 

For this purpose, CPCs shall assign a unique number to each transport cage. If several transport cages 
need to be used when transferring a catch corresponding to one fishing operation, only one transfer 
declaration is required, but the numbers of each transport cage used need to be recorded in the 
transfer declaration, clearly indicating the bluefin tuna quantity transported in each cage. 

 
 
 

1 The PA2 Intersessional Meeting in March 2019 agreed that: (i) the priority should be given to the difference in nationality first and 
language skill as a second requirement; and (ii) if it is not possible to find foreign observers with proper language skills, observers 
of the same nationality may be allowed. These agreements should be also respected when looking at para 5 and 6 in Annex 6. 
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Cage numbers shall be issued with a unique numbering system that includes at least the three letter 
CPC code followed by three numbers. 

 
Unique cage numbers shall be permanent and not transferable (i.e. numbers cannot be changed from 
one cage to another). 

 
87. The flag CPC shall assign and communicate to the master of the fishing vessel, or trap or farm as 

appropriate, an authorization number for each transfer operation. The transfer operation shall not 
begin without the prior authorization issued in accordance with a unique numbering system that 
includes the 3 letter CPC code, 4 numbers showing the year and 3 letters that indicate either positive 
authorization (AUT) or negative authorization (NEG) followed by sequential numbers, by the flag CPC 
authorities of the catching vessel or the towing vessel, the farming CPC authorities or the trap CPC 
authorities. Information regarding dead fish shall be recorded in accordance with the procedures set 
out in Annex 11. 

 
The transfer shall be authorized or not authorized by the flag CPC of the catching vessel, the farming 
CPC or the trap CPC as appropriate within 48 hours following the submission of the prior transfer 
notification. 

 
Refusal of transfer authorisation and release of bluefin tuna 

 
88. If the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the towing vessel, the farming CPC, or the trap CPC considers 

on receipt of the prior transfer notification that: 
 

a) the catching vessel or the trap declared to have caught the fish does not have sufficient quota, 
 

b) the quantity of fish has not been duly reported by the catching vessel or trap, or had not been 
authorized to be caged and therefore not taken into account for the consumption of the quota that 
may be applicable, 

 
c) the catching vessel declared to have caught the fish does not have a valid authorisation to fish for 

bluefin tuna issued in accordance with paragraph 54 of this Recommendation, or 
 

d) the towing vessel declared to receive the transfer of fish is not registered in the ICCAT record of 
all other fishing vessels referred to in paragraph 49.b) or is not equipped with a fully functioning 
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) and/or, any other VMS equivalent tracking device, 

 
it shall not authorize the transfer. 

 
In case the transfer is not authorized, the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the trap CPC shall 
immediately issue a release order to the master of the catching vessel or trap or farm as appropriate 
to inform them that the transfer is not authorized and to proceed to release the fish into the sea in 
accordance with Annex 10 of this Recommendation. 

 
In the event of a technical failure of its VMS during the transport to the farm, the towing vessel shall be 
replaced by another towing vessel with a fully functioning VMS or a new operative VMS system shall 
be installed on board or used if already installed, as soon as feasible and not later than 72 hours, except 
in case of force majeure or legitimate operational constraints that should be communicated to the 
Secretariat. In the meantime, the master or his representative shall, starting from the time that the 
event was detected and/or informed, communicate to the control authorities of the Flag CPC every 4 
hours the up-to-date geographical coordinates of the fishing vessel by appropriate 
telecommunication means. 

 
Transfer declaration 

 
89. The masters of catching or towing vessels or the representative of the farm or trap shall complete and 

transmit to their flag CPC, farming CPC or trap CPC, as appropriate, the ICCAT transfer declaration at 
the end of the transfer operation in accordance with the format set out in Annex 4. 
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a) The transfer declaration forms shall be numbered by the flag CPC authorities of the vessel, the 
farming CPC authorities or the trap CPC authorities from where this transfer originates. The 
numbering system shall include the 3 letters CPC code, followed by 4 numbers showing the year 
and 3 sequential numbers followed by the 3 letters ITD (CPC- 20**/xxx/ITD). 

 
b) The original transfer declaration shall accompany the transfer of fish. A copy of the declaration 

must be kept by the catching vessel or trap and towing vessel. 
 

c) Masters of vessels carrying out transfer operations shall report their activities in accordance 
with the requirements set out in Annex 2. 

 
90. The authorization for transfer by the flag CPC does not prejudge the confirmation of the caging 

operation. 
 

Monitoring by video camera of a transfer 
 

91. For transfers of live bluefin tuna the master of the catching vessel or the representative of the farm or 
trap, where appropriate, shall ensure that the transfer activities shall be monitored by video camera 
in the water with a view to verify the number of fish being transferred. The minimum standards and 
procedures for the video recording shall be in accordance with Annex 8. 

 
The CPCs shall provide copies of video records to the SCRS upon request. The SCRS shall keep 
confidentiality of commercial activities. 

 
Verification by ICCAT regional observers and launching and conduct of investigation 

 
92. The ICCAT regional Observer on board the catching vessel or trap, as referred to in the ICCAT regional 

Observer Programme (Annex 6) and paragraphs 84 and 85, shall record and report upon the transfer 
activities carried out, observe and estimate catches transferred and verify entries made in the prior 
transfer authorization as referred to in paragraph 86 and in the ICCAT transfer declaration as referred 
to in paragraph 89. 

 
In cases where there is more than a 10% difference in number between the estimates made by either 
the regional observer, relevant control authorities and/or the master of the catching vessel, or 
representative of the trap, an investigation shall be initiated by the flag CPC of the catching vessel, the 
farming CPC or the trap CPC and concluded prior to the time of caging at the farm or in any case within 
96 hours of it being initiated, except in cases of force majeure. Pending the results of this investigation, 
caging shall not be authorized and the relevant section of the eBCD shall not be validated. 

 
However, in cases when the video record is of insufficient quality or clarity to make such estimations, 
the operator may request to the flag authorities of the vessel or trap to conduct a control transfer 
operation and to provide the corresponding video record to the regional observer. If that voluntary 
control transfer is not performed with satisfactory results, the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the 
trap CPC shall initiate an investigation. If after that investigation, it is confirmed that the quality of the 
video does not permit estimation of the quantities involved in the transfer/caging, the enforcement 
authorities of the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the trap CPC shall order another control transfer 
operation and provide the corresponding video record to the regional Observer. New transfers shall 
be conducted as control transfer(s)/control caging(s) until the quality of the video record allows 
estimation of the quantities transferred. 

 
93. Without prejudice to the verifications conducted by inspectors, the ICCAT regional Observer shall sign 

with clearly written name and ICCAT number the ICCAT transfer declaration only when his/her 
observations are in accordance with ICCAT conservation and management measures and that the 
information contained within it is consistent with his/her observations, including a compliant video 
record as per the requirements in paragraph 92. He/she shall also verify that the ICCAT transfer 
declaration is transmitted to the master of the tug vessel or farm/trap representative, where and as 
applicable. If he/she is not in agreement he/she should indicate his/her presence on the transfer 
declarations and eBCDs and the reasons for disagreement, quoting specifically the rule(s) or 
procedure(s) that has not been respected, where applicable. 
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Operators shall complete and transmit to their CPC the ICCAT transfer declaration at the end of the 
transfer operation to their respective competent authorities, in accordance with the format set out in 
Annex 4. 

 
Caging operations 

 
Caging authorisations and possible refusal of an authorization 

 
94. Prior to the start of caging operations for each transport cage, the anchoring of transport cages within 

0.5 nautical miles of farming facilities, shall be prohibited. To this end, geographical coordinates 
corresponding to the polygon where the farm is placed need to be available in the farming management 
plans transmitted to ICCAT under paragraph 24 of this Recommendation. 

 
95. Before any caging operation into a farm, the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the trap CPC shall be 

informed by the competent authority of the farming CPC of the caging of quantities caught by its 
catching vessels or traps. 

 
If the flag CPC of the catching vessel or the trap CPC considers on receipt of this information that: 

 
a) the catching vessel or trap declared to have caught the fish had insufficient quota for bluefin tuna 

put into the cage, 
 

b) the quantity of fish has not been duly reported by the catching vessel or trap and not taken into 
account for the calculation of any quota that may be applicable, 

 
c) the catching vessel or trap declared to have caught the fish does not have a valid authorisation 

to fish for bluefin tuna, issued in accordance with paragraph 54 of this Recommendation, 
 

it shall inform the competent authority of the farming CPC to proceed to the seizure of the catches and 
the release of the fish into the sea according to the procedures described in paragraph 88 and 
Annex 10. 

 
The caging shall not begin without the prior confirmation, within 24 hours/1 working day of the 
request, of the flag CPC authorities of the catching vessels, the trap CPC authorities, or of the farming 
CPC authorities if agreed with the flag CPC authorities of the catching vessel or the trap CPC 
authorities. If no response is received within 24 hours/1 working day from the flag CPC authorities of 
the catching vessel or the trap CPC authorities, the farming CPC authorities may authorize the caging 
operation. This does not prejudge the sovereign rights of the farming CPC. 

 
Fish shall be caged before 22 August of each year unless the farming CPC receiving the fish provides 
valid reasons including force majeure, which shall accompany the caging report when submitted. In 
any case the fish shall not be caged after 7 September. 

 
Bluefin tuna catch documentation 

 
96. The farming CPC shall prohibit placing bluefin tuna in cages for farming that are not accompanied by 

the documents required by ICCAT as confirmed and validated by the catching vessel or trap CPC 
authorities. 

 
Monitoring by video camera 

 
97. The farming CPC shall ensure that transfer activities from cages to the farm shall be monitored by 

their enforcement authorities by video camera in the water. 
 

One video record shall be produced for each caging operation in accordance with the procedures in 
Annex 8. 
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Launching and conduct of investigations 
 

98. In cases where there is more than a 10% difference in number between the estimates made by either 
the regional observer, relevant control authorities and/or the farm operator, an investigation shall 
be initiated by the farming CPC in cooperation with the flag CPC of the catching vessel and/or the 
trap CPC where appropriate. The flag CPC of the catching vessel and/or the trap CPC and the farming 
CPC undertaking the investigations may use other information at their disposal, including the results 
of the caging programmes referred to under paragraph 99 which use stereoscopic cameras systems 
or alternative methods provided they guarantee the same level of precision and accuracy. 

 
Measures and programmes to estimate the number and weight of bluefin tuna to be caged 

 
99. A programme using stereoscopic cameras systems or alternative methods that guarantee the same 

level of precision and accuracy shall cover 100% of all caging operations, in order to refine the 
number and weight of the fish. This programme using stereoscopic cameras shall be conducted in 
accordance with the procedures set out in Annex 9. In case of the use of alternative methods, those 
methods should be duly analysed by the SCRS, who should present its conclusions regarding their 
precision and accuracy for endorsement by the Commission during its Annual meeting before an 
alternative methodology can be considered valid for the purpose of monitoring the caging 
operations. 

 
The farming CPC shall communicate the results of this programme to the flag CPC of the catching 
vessel and/or the trap CPC, and, to the ROP consortium. When these results indicate that the 
quantities of bluefin tuna being caged differ from the quantities reported caught and/or 
transferred, an investigation shall be launched by the flag CPC of the catching vessel and/or the trap 
CPC. If the investigation is not concluded within 10 working days from the communication of the 
assessment of the video from the stereoscopic camera or alternative techniques conducted in 
accordance with the procedures laid down in Annex 9, for a single caging operation or complete 
assessment of all caging operations from a JFO, or if the outcome of the investigation indicates that 
the number and/or average weight of bluefin tuna is in excess of that declared caught and 
transferred, the flag CPC authorities of the catching vessel and/or the trap CPC authorities shall 
issue a release order for the excess which must be released in accordance with the procedures laid 
down in paragraph 88 and Annex 10 and in the presence of enforcement authorities. 

 
The quantities derived in the programme shall be used to decide if releases are required and the 
caging declarations and relevant sections of the eBCD shall be completed accordingly. When a 
release order has been issued, the farm operator shall request the presence of a national 
enforcement authority and an ICCAT regional observer to monitor the release. 

 
The results of this programme shall be submitted by 15 September annually to the SCRS by all 
farming CPCs. The SCRS should evaluate such procedures and results and report to the Commission 
by the Annual meeting. 

 
100. The transfer of live bluefin tuna from one farming cage to another farming cage shall not take place 

without the authorization and the presence of the farming CPC authorities. Each transfer shall be 
recorded to control the number of specimens. National enforcement authorities shall monitor and 
control those transfers, including ensuring that each intra-farm transfer is recorded in the e-BCD 
system. 

 
101. A difference greater than or equal to 10% between the quantities of bluefin tuna reported caught 

by the vessel/trap and the quantities established by the control camera at the moment of caging 
shall constitute a Potential Non-Compliance of the vessel/trap concerned and shall therefore be 
duly investigated. 

 
Caging report 

 
102. In addition to the caging declaration referred to in paragraph 2(b) of Rec. 06-07, the farming CPC 

shall submit within one week of the completion of the caging operation (a caging operation is not 
complete until a potential investigation and release are also completed) a caging report to the CPC 
whose flag vessels has fished the tuna and to the Secretariat. 
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When the farming facilities authorized to operate for farming of bluefin tuna caught in the 
Convention area (hereafter referred to as FFBs) are located beyond waters under jurisdiction of 
CPCs, the provisions of the previous sentence shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to CPCs where the 
natural or legal persons responsible for FFBs are located. 

 
Intra-farm transfers and random controls 

 
103. A traceability system in farms shall be required including the video-recording of internal transfers. 

On the basis of a risk analysis, random control measures shall be undertaken by the farming CPC 
authorities on bluefin tuna in farm cages between the time of completion of caging operations and 
the first caging of the following year. Each CPC shall fix a minimum percentage of fish to be 
controlled, which shall be reflected in its control plan referred to under paragraph 14 of this 
Recommendation. The results of those checks shall be communicated to ICCAT in April of the year 
following the corresponding quota period. 

 
Access to and requirements for video records 

 
104. Each CPC shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the video records as referred to in 

paragraphs 97 and 99 are made available to the national inspectors, as well as ICCAT inspectors 
and ICCAT regional and CPC observers at request. 

 
Each CPC shall establish the necessary measures to avoid any replacement, edition or manipulation 
of the original video records. 

 
 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section E – Tracking of fishing activities 

VMS 

105. CPCs shall implement a vessel monitoring system for their fishing vessels with a length equal to or 
greater than 15m, in accordance with the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Minimum 
Standards for Vessel Monitoring Systems in the ICCAT Convention Area (Rec. 18-10). 

 
The Secretariat shall make available without delay the information received under this paragraph to 
CPCs with an active inspection presence in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean and to the 
SCRS, at its request. 

 
On request from CPCs engaged in inspection at sea operations in the Convention area in accordance 
with the ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection referred to in paragraphs 109 to 112 of this 
Recommendation, the Secretariat shall make available the messages received from all fishing vessels 
under paragraph 3 of Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Data Exchange Format and Protocol in 
Relation to the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) for the Bluefin Tuna Fishery in the ICCAT Convention 
Area (Rec. 07-08). 

 
The transmission of VMS data to ICCAT by fishing vessels with a length equal to or greater than 15m 
included in the ICCAT bluefin tuna record of 'catching' and 'other' vessels to ICCAT shall start at least 
5 days before their period of authorisation and shall continue at least 5 days after their period of 
authorisation, unless the vessel is removed from the lists of authorized vessels by the flag CPC 
authorities. 

 
For control purposes, the transmission of VMS by bluefin tuna authorised fishing vessels shall not be 
interrupted when vessels are in port, unless there is a system of hailing in and out of port. 

 
The Secretariat shall immediately inform CPCs in term of delays or non-receipt of VMS transmissions 
and distribute monthly reports to all CPCs with specific information on the nature and the scope of 
these delays. Such reports shall be sent weekly during the period 1 May to 30 July. 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2014-09-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2014-09-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2014-09-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2014-09-e.pdf
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Enforcement 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section F - Enforcement 

106. CPCs shall take appropriate enforcement measures with respect to a fishing vessel, where it has 
been established, in accordance with its law that the fishing vessel flying its flag does not comply 
with the provisions of this Recommendation. 

 
The measures shall be commensurate with the gravity of the offence and in accordance with the 
pertinent provisions of national law in such way to make sure that they effectively deprive those 
responsible of the economic benefit derived from their infringement without prejudice to the exercise 
of their profession. Those sanctions shall also be capable of producing results proportionate to the 
seriousness of such infringement, thereby effectively discouraging further offences of the same kind. 

 
107. The farming CPC shall take appropriate enforcement measures with respect to a farm, where it has 

been established, in accordance with its law, that the farm does not comply with the provisions of 
this Recommendation. 

 
Depending on the gravity of the offence and in accordance with the pertinent provisions of national 
law such measures may include, in particular, suspension of the authorization or withdrawal from 
the ICCAT Record of Bluefin tuna Farming Facilities established in accordance with Rec. 06-07 
and/or fines. 

 
 

Part IV: Control measures 

Section G - Market measures 
 

Market measures 
 

108. Consistent with their rights and obligations under international law, exporting and importing CPCs 
shall take the necessary measures: 

 

- to prohibit domestic trade, landing, imports, exports, placing in cages for farming, re-exports 
and transhipments of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna that are not accompanied 
by accurate, complete, and validated documentation required by this Recommendation, the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Replacing Recommendation 11-20 on an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch 
Documentation Program (Rec. 18-13) and the Recommendation by ICCAT Replacing 
Recommendation 17-09 on the Application of the eBCD System (Rec. 18-12) on the Bluefin Tuna 
Catch Documentation Programme. 

 

- to prohibit domestic trade, imports, landings, placing in cages for farming, processing, exports, 
re-exports and the transhipment within their jurisdiction, of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna caught by fishing vessels or traps whose CPC does not have a quota or catch limit 
for that species, under the terms of ICCAT management and conservation measures, or when the 
CPC’s fishing possibilities are exhausted, or when the individual quotas of catching vessels 
referred to in paragraph 4 are exhausted. 

 

- to prohibit domestic trade, imports, landings, processing, and exports of eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna from farms that do not comply with Recommendation 06-07. 

 
Part V 

 
ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection 

 
109. In the framework of the Multi-annual Management Plan for Bluefin Tuna, each Contracting Party 

agrees, in accordance with Article IX, paragraph 3, of the ICCAT Convention, to apply the ICCAT 
Scheme of Joint International Inspection adopted during its 4th Regular Meeting, held in November 
1975 in Madrid, as modified in Annex 7. 
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110. The Scheme referred to in paragraph 109 shall apply until ICCAT adopts a monitoring, control and 
surveillance scheme which will include an ICCAT scheme for joint international inspection, based on 
the results of the Integrated Monitoring Measures Working Group, established by the Resolution by 
ICCAT for Integrated Monitoring Measures (Res. 00-20). 

 
111. When at any time, more than 15 fishing vessels of any one Contracting Party are engaged in eastern 

Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishing activities in the Convention area, the Contracting 
Party shall, on the basis of risk assessment have an inspection vessel in the Convention area, or shall 
cooperate with another Contracting Party to jointly operate an inspection vessel. If a Contracting Party 
does not deploy its inspection vessel or conducting joint operations, the Contracting Party shall report 
the result of the risk assessment and its alternative measures in its inspection plan referred to in 
paragraph 14. 

 
112. In cases where enforcement measures need to be taken as a result of an inspection, the enforcement 

powers of the flag Contracting Party inspectors of the fishing vessel, farm or trap subject to inspection 
shall always prevail in their territory, in their jurisdictional waters and on board their inspection 
platform. 

 
 

Part VI 

Final provisions 

Availability of data to the SCRS 
 

113. The Secretariat shall make available to the SCRS all data received in accordance with this 
Recommendation. All data shall be treated in a confidential manner. 

 
Safeguards 

 
114. When, as a result of a scientific evaluation, the goal of maintaining the biomass around B0.1 (to be 

achieved by fishing at or less than F0.1) is not achieved and the objectives of this plan are in danger, 
the SCRS shall provide new advice on the TAC for the following year. 

 
Review clause 

 
115. For the first time in 2020 and, in any case, after the stock assessment for eastern Atlantic and 

Mediterranean bluefin tuna that confirms the full recovery of the stock, the Commission following 
the scientific advice provided by the SCRS, shall decide on the continuity of this management plan or 
on its possible revision. 

 
116. Notwithstanding paragraph 115, ICCAT will hold an intersessional meeting of Panel 2 each year in 

March in order to: 
 

a) Review, and if appropriate, endorse the annual fishing, capacity management, farming and 
inspection plans sent to ICCAT under paragraph 14 of this Recommendation; 

 
b) Discuss any possible doubts about the interpretation of this Recommendation and, as 

appropriate, propose draft amendments to it for consideration at the Annual meeting. 
 

117. Potential additional measures to further strengthen the control and traceability measures for 
bluefin tuna shall be discussed at the Working Group meeting of Panel 2 established pursuant to 
Resolution 19-15. 

 
Evaluation 

 
118. All CPCs shall submit at the request of the Secretariat regulations and other related documents 

adopted by them to implement this Recommendation. In order to have greater transparency in 
implementing this Recommendation, the Secretariat shall elaborate biennially a report on the 
implementation of this Recommendation. 
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Exemptions for CPCs with a landing obligation for bluefin tuna 
 

119. The provisions in this Recommendation prohibiting retention on board, transhipping, transferring, 
landing, transporting, storing, selling, displaying or offering for sale of bluefin tuna do not apply to 
CPCs with a domestic legislation introduced before 2013 requiring that all dead or dying fish be 
landed, provided that the value of such fish is confiscated in order to prevent the fishermen from 
drawing any commercial profit from such fish. The CPCs concerned shall take necessary measures 
to prevent the confiscated fish from being exported to other CPCs. The quantities of bluefin tuna in 
excess of the quota allocated to the CPC, in accordance with this derogation shall be deducted the 
following year from the CPC quota in accordance with para 12. 

 
Repeals 

 
120. This Recommendation repeals and replaces Recommendation by ICCAT Establishing A Multi-annual 

Management Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 18-02). 
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Annex 1 
 

Specific Conditions Applying to the Catching Vessels fishing under paragraph 35 
 

1. CPCs shall limit: 
 

− The maximum number of its baitboats and trolling boats authorized to fish actively for bluefin 
tuna to the number of the vessels participating in directed fishery for bluefin tuna in 2006. 

 
− The maximum number of its small-scale coastal vessels authorized to fish actively bluefin tuna in 

the Mediterranean to the number of its vessels participating in the fishery for bluefin tuna in 2008. 
 

− The maximum number of its catching vessels authorized to fish actively for bluefin tuna in the 
Adriatic to the number of the vessel participating in the fishery for bluefin tuna in 2008. Each CPC 
shall allocate individual quotas to the concerned vessels. 

 
CPCs shall issue specific authorizations to the vessels referred to in paragraph 1 of this Annex. Such 
vessels shall be indicated in the list of catching vessels referred to in paragraph 49 (a) of this 
Recommendation, where the conditions for changes shall also apply. 

 
2. Each CPC may allocate no more than 7% of its quota for bluefin tuna among its baitboats and trolling 

boats. 
 

3. Each CPC may allocate no more than 2% of its quota for bluefin tuna among its small-scale coastal 
vessels for fresh fish in the Mediterranean. 

 
Each CPC may allocate no more than 90% of its quota for bluefin tuna among its catching vessels in 
the Adriatic for farming purposes. 

 
4. CPCs whose baitboats, longliners, handliners and trolling boats are authorized to fish for bluefin tuna 

in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean shall institute tail tag requirements as follows: 
 

a) Tail tags must be affixed on each bluefin tuna immediately upon offloading. 
 

b) Each tail tag shall have a unique identification number, which shall be included on bluefin tuna 
catch documents and written legibly and indelibly on the outside of any package containing tuna. 
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Annex 2 
 

Logbook requirements 
 

A - Catching Vessels 
 

Minimum specification for fishing logbooks: 
 

1. The logbook must be numbered by sheets. 
 

2. The logbook must be filled in every day (by midnight) or before port arrival. 
 

3. The logbook must be completed in case of at sea inspections. 
 

4. One copy of the sheets must remain attached to the logbook. 
 

5. Logbooks must be kept on board to cover a period of one-year operation. 
 

Minimum standard information for fishing logbooks: 
 

1. Master name and address 
 

2. Dates and ports of departure, dates and ports of arrival 
 

3. Vessel name, register number, ICCAT number, international radio call sign and IMO number (if 
available) 

4. Fishing gear: 

a) Type by FAO code 

b) Dimension (length, number of hooks...) 

5. Operations at sea with one line (minimum) per day of trip, providing: 

a) Activity (fishing, steaming) 
 

b) Position: Exact daily positions (in degree and minutes), recorded for each fishing operation or 
at noon when no fishing has been conducted during this day 

 
c) Record of catches including: 

i) FAO code 

ii) round (RWT) weight in kg per day 

iii) number of pieces per day 
 

For purse seine vessels this should be recorded by fishing operation including nil returns 
 

6. Master signature 
 

7. Means of weight measure: estimation, weighing on board and counting 
 

8. The logbook is kept in equivalent live weight of fish and mentions the conversion factors used in the 
evaluation. 
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Minimum information for fishing logbooks in case of landing or transhipment: 
 

1. Dates and port of landing/transhipment 

2. Products 

a) species and presentation by FAO code 

b) number of fish or boxes and quantity in kg 

3. Signature of the Master or Vessel Agent 

4. In case of transhipment: receiving vessel name, its flag and ICCAT number 
 

Minimum information for fishing logbooks in case of transfer into cages: 
 

1. Date, time and position (latitude/longitude) of transfer 

2. Products: 

a) Species identification by FAO code 

b) Number of fish and quantity in kg transferred into cages 

3. Name of towing vessel, its flag and ICCAT number 

4. Name of the farm of destination and its ICCAT number 

5. In case of joint fishing operation, in complement of information laid down in points 1 to 4, the masters 
shall record in their logbook: 

 
a) as regards the catching vessel transferring the fish into cages: 

 
- amount of catches taken on board, 

 
- amount of catches counted against its individual quota, 

 
- the names of the other vessels involved in the JFO 

 
b) as regards the other catching vessels not involved in the transfer of the fish: 

 
- the name of the other vessels involved in the JFO, their international radio call signs and 

ICCAT numbers, 

- that no catches have been taken on board or transferred into cages, 
 

- amount of catches counted against their individual quotas, 
 

- the name and the ICCAT number of the catching vessel referred to in a). 
 

B - Towing Vessels 
 

1. Masters of towing vessels shall record on their daily logbook, the date, time and position of transfer, 
the quantities transferred (number of fish and quantity in kg), the cage number, as well as the 
catching vessel name, flag and ICCAT number, the name of the other vessel(s) involved and their 
ICCAT number, the farm of destination and its ICCAT number, and the ICCAT transfer declaration 
number. 

 
2. Further transfers to auxiliary vessels or to other towing vessels shall be reported including the same 

information as in point 1 as well as the auxiliary or towing vessel name, flag and ICCAT number and 
the ICCAT transfer declaration number. 
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3. The daily logbook shall contain the details of all transfers carried out during the fishing season. The 
daily logbook shall be kept on board and be accessible at any time for control purposes. 

 
C - Auxiliary Vessels 

 
1. Masters of auxiliary vessels shall record their activities daily in their logbook including the date, time 

and positions, the quantities of bluefin tuna taken onboard, and the fishing vessel, farm or trap name 
they are operating in association with. 

 
2. The daily logbook shall contain the details of all activities carried out during the fishing season. The 

daily logbook shall be kept on board and be accessible at any time for control purposes. 
 

D - Processing Vessels 
 

1. Masters of processing vessels shall report on their daily logbook, the date, time and position of the 
activities and the quantities transhipped and the number and weight of bluefin tuna received from 
farms, traps or catching vessel where applicable. They should also report the names and ICCAT 
numbers of those farms, traps or catching vessel. 

 
2. Masters of processing vessels shall maintain a daily processing logbook specifying the round weight 

and number of fish transferred or transhipped, the conversion factor used, the weights and quantities 
by product presentation. 

 
3. Masters of processing vessels shall maintain a stowage plan that shows the location and the 

quantities of each species and presentation. 
 

4. The daily logbook shall contain the details of all transhipments carried out during the fishing season. 
The daily logbook, processing logbook, stowage plan, original of ICCAT transhipment declarations 
shall be kept on board and be accessible at any time for control purposes. 
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Annex 3 
 

No. Document ICCAT Transhipment Declaration 
 
 
 
 

Carrier vessel Fishing Vessel Final destination: 
Name of vessel and radio call sign: Name of the vessel and radio call sign: Port: 
Flag: Flag: Country: 
Flag CPC authorization No. Flag CPC authorization No. State: 
National Register No. National Register No.  

ICCAT Register No. ICCAT Register No.  

IMO No. External identification:  
 Fishing logbook sheet No.  

 
Carrier vessel Master’s name: 

Signature: 

 
For transhipment, indicate the weight in kg or the unit used (e.g. box, basket) and the landed weight in kilograms of this unit | | Kg. LOCATION OF TRANSHIPMENT 

 Day 
| | | 

Month 
| | | 

Hour 
| | | 

Year |2_|0_| | | 
From: | ∆| 

F.V Master’s name: 
Departure   
Return | | | | | | | | |  To: | ∆| Signature: 
Tranship. | | | | | | | | |    
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Port 

Sea 

Lat. Long. 

 
Species 

Number of 
unit of 
fishes 

Type of 
product 

live 

Type of 
product 
whole 

Type of 
product 
gutted 

Type of 
product 
head off 

Type of 
product 
filleted 

Type of 
product 

Further transhipments 

Date: Place/Position: 
Authorization CPC No. 
Transfer vessel Master signature: 

Name of receiver vessel: 
Flag 
ICCAT Register No. 
IMO No. 
Master’s signature 

Date: Place/Position: 
Authorization CPC No. 
Transfer vessel Master’s signature: 

Name of receiver vessel: 
Flag 
ICCAT Register No. 
IMO No. 
Master’s signature 

           
           
           

           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

           
           

Obligations in case of transhipment: 
 

1. The original of the transhipment declaration must be provided to the recipient vessel (processing/transport). 
 

2. The copy of the transhipment declaration must be kept by the correspondent catching vessel or trap. 
 

3. Further transhipping operations shall be authorized by the relevant CPC which authorized the vessel to operate. 
 

4. The original of the transhipment declaration has to be kept by the recipient vessel which holds the fish, up to the landing place. 
 

5. The transhipping operation shall be recorded in the logbook of any vessel involved in the operation. 
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Annex 4 

ICCAT Transfer Declaration 
Document No.  

1 - TRANSFER OF LIVE BFT DESTINATED FOR FARMING 
Fishing vessel name: Call sign: 
Flag: 
Flag State transfer authorisation No. ICCAT 
Register No. 
External identification: Fishing 
logbook No. 
JFO No. eBCD No. 

Trap name: 
ICCAT Register No. 

Tug vessel name: 
Call sign: 
Flag: 
ICCAT Register No. 
External identification: 

Name of destination farm: 

 
ICCAT Register No.: 

  Cage Number: 

2 - TRANSFER INFORMATION 
Date: / /    Place or position: Port:  Lat: Long: 
Number of individuals: Species: 
Type of product: Live □ Whole □ Gutted □ Other (Specify):    
Master of fishing vessel / trap operator / farm operator name and signature: 
 
Master of receiver vessel (tug, processing, carrier) name and signature: 

Observer Names ICCAT No. Signature 

 

Date: / /    Place or position: Port:  Lat: Long: 
Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register No. 
Farm State transfer authorisation No: External I.D.: Cage no. Master of receiver vessel name and signature: 
Date: / /    Place or position: Port:  Lat: Long:  
Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register No. 
Farm State transfer authorisation No: External I.D.: Cage no. Master of receiver vessel name and signature: 
Date: / /    Place or position: Port:  Lat: Long: 
Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag:  ICCAT Register No. 
Farm State transfer authorisation No: External I.D.: Cage No. Master of receiver vessel name and signature: 

4 - SPLIT CAGES 
Donor Cage No. Kg: Nbr of fish:  
Donor Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register no. 
Receiving Cage No. Kg: Nbr of fish:  
Receiving Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register no. 
Receiving Cage No. Kg: Nbr of fish:  
Receiving Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register no. 
Receiving Cage No. Kg: Nbr of fish:  

Receiving Tug vessel name: Call sign: Flag: ICCAT Register no. 
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Annex 5 
 

JOINT FISHING OPERATION (JFO) 
 

 
Flag CPC 

Vessel 
Name 

ICCAT 
No. 

Duration of 
the 

Operation 

 
Identity of the Operators 

Vessels 
individual 

quota 

Allocation key 
per vessel 

Fattening and farming farm destination 

CPC ICCAT No. 
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         

 
Date 

 

Validation of the flag CPC 
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Annex 6 
 

ICCAT Regional Observer Programme 
 

1. Each CPC shall require its farms, traps and purse seine vessels as referred to in paragraph 84 to deploy 
an ICCAT regional observer. 

 
2. The Secretariat of the Commission shall appoint the observers before 1 April each year, and shall place 

them on farms, traps and on board the purse seine vessels flying the flag of Contracting Parties and of 
non-Contracting Cooperating Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities that implement the ICCAT observer 
programme. An ICCAT observer card shall be issued for each observer. 

 
3. The Secretariat shall issue a contract listing the rights and duties of the observer and the master of the 

vessel or farm or trap operator. This contract shall be signed by both parties involved. 
 

4. The Secretariat shall establish an ICCAT Observer Programme Manual. 
 
 

Designation of the observers 
 

5. The designated observers shall have the following qualifications to accomplish their tasks: 
- sufficient experience to identify species and fishing gear; 
- satisfactory knowledge of the ICCAT conservation and management measures and based on ICCAT 

training guidelines; 
- the ability to observe and record accurately; 
- a satisfactory knowledge of the language of the flag of the vessel or farm or trap observed, to the extent 

possible. 
 

Obligations of the observer 
 

6. Observers shall: 
 

a) have completed the technical training required by the guidelines established by ICCAT; 
 

b) be nationals of one of the CPCs and, to the extent possible, not of the farming CPC, trap CPC or flag 
CPC of the purse seine vessel; 

c) be capable of performing the duties set forth in point 7 below; 

d) be included in the list of observers maintained by the Secretariat; 

e) not have current financial or beneficial interests in the bluefin tuna fishery. 
 

7. The observer tasks shall be, in particular: 
 

a) As regards observers on purse seine vessels, to monitor the purse seine vessels’ compliance with 
the relevant conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission. In particular the 
observers shall: 

 
i) In cases where the observer observes what may constitute non-compliance with ICCAT 

Recommendations, he/she shall submit this information without delay to the observer 
implementing company who shall forward it without delay to the flag CPC authorities of the 
catching vessel. For this purpose, the observer implementing company shall set up a system 
through which this information can be securely communicated; 

ii) record and report upon the fishing activities carried out; 
iii) observe and estimate catches and verify entries made in the logbook; 
iv) issue a daily report of the transfer activities of purse seine vessels; 
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v) sight and record vessels which may be fishing in contravention to ICCAT conservation and 
management measures; 

vi) record and report upon the transfer activities carried out; 
vii) verify the position of the vessel when engaged intransfer; 
viii) observe and estimate products transferred, including through the review of video recordings; 
ix) verify and record the name of the fishing vessel concerned and its ICCAT number; 
x) carry out scientific work such as collecting Task II data when required by the Commission, 

based on the directives from the SCRS. 
 

b) As regards observers in the farms and traps to monitor their compliance with the relevant 
conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission. In particular the observers 
shall: 

 
i) verify the data contained in the transfer declaration, caging declaration and eBCDs, including 

through the review of video records; 
ii) certify the data contained in the transfer declaration, caging declaration and eBCDs; 
iii) issue a daily report of the farms' and traps transfer activities; 
iv) countersign the transfer declaration and caging declarations and eBCDs only when he/she 

agrees that the information contained within them are consistent with his/her observations 
including a compliant video record as per the requirements in paragraphs 91 and 92; 

v) carry out such scientific work, for example collecting samples, as required by the Commission, 
based on the directives from the SCRS; 

vi) register and verify the presence of any type of tag, including natural marks, and notify any sign 
of recent tag removals. For all individuals tagged with electronic tags, conduct full biological 
sampling (otoliths, spine and genetic sample) following guidelines by the SCRS. 

 
c) Establish general reports compiling the information collected in accordance with this paragraph 

and provide the master and farm operator the opportunity to include therein any relevant 
information. 

 
d) Submit to the Secretariat the aforementioned general report within 20 days from the end of the 

period of observation. 
 

e) Exercise any other functions as defined by the Commission. 
 

8. Observers shall treat as confidential all information with respect to the fishing and transfer operations 
of the purse seine vessels and of the farms and traps and accept this requirement in writing as a 
condition of appointment as an observer. 

 
9. Observers shall comply with requirements established in the laws and regulations of the flag or farm 

State which exercises jurisdiction over the vessel, farm or trap to which the observer is assigned. 
 

10. Observers shall respect the hierarchy and general rules of behaviour which apply to all vessel, farm and 
trap personnel, provided such rules do not interfere with the duties of the observer under this program, 
and with the obligations of vessel and farm personnel set forth in paragraph 11 of this Programme. 

 
Obligations of the flag CPCs of purse seine vessels and farm and trap State 

 
11. The responsibilities regarding observers of the flag CPCs of the purse seine vessels and their masters 

shall include the following, notably: 
 

a) Observers shall be allowed to access to the vessel, farm and trap personnel and to the gear, cages 
and equipment; 

 
b) Upon request, observers shall also be allowed access to the following equipment, if present on the 

vessels to which they are assigned, in order to facilitate the carrying out of their duties set forth in 
paragraph 7 of this Programme. 
i) satellite navigation equipment; 

ii) radar display viewing screens when in use; 

iii) electronic means of communication. 
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c) Observers shall be provided accommodations, including lodging, food and adequate sanitary 
facilities, equal to those of officers; 

 
d) Observers shall be provided with adequate space on the bridge or pilot house for clerical work, as 

well as space on deck adequate for carrying out observer duties; and 
 

e) The flag CPCs shall ensure that masters, crew, farm, trap and vessel owners do not obstruct, 
intimidate, interfere with, influence, bribe or attempt to bribe an observer in the performance of 
his/her duties. 

 
The Secretariat, in a manner consistent with any applicable confidentiality requirements, is requested 
to provide to the farm State, trap State or flag CPC of the purse seine vessel, copies of all raw data, 
summaries, and reports pertaining to the trip. The Secretariat shall submit the observer reports to the 
Compliance Committee and to the SCRS. 

 
Observer fees and organization 

 
12. a) The costs of implementing this program shall be financed by the farm and trap operators and purse 

seine vessel owners. The fee shall be calculated on the basis of the total costs of the program. This 
fee shall be paid into a special account of the Secretariat and the Secretariat shall manage the 
account for implementing the program; 

 
b) No observer shall be assigned to a vessel, trap and farm for which the fees, as required under 

subparagraph a), have not been paid. 
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Annex 7 
 

ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection 
 

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of Article IX of the Convention, the Commission recommends the establishment of 
the following arrangements for international control outside the waters under national jurisdiction for the 
purpose of ensuring the application of the Convention and the measures in forcethereunder: 

 
I. Serious violations 

 
1. For the purposes of these procedures, a serious violation means the following violations of the 

provisions of the ICCAT conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission: 

a) fishing without a license, permit or authorization issued by the flag CPC; 

b) failure to maintain sufficient records of catch and catch-related data in accordance with the 
Commission’s reporting requirements or significant misreporting of such catch and/or catch- related 
data; 

c) fishing in a closed area; 

d) fishing during a closed season; 
 

e) intentional taking or retention of species in contravention of any applicable conservation and 
management measure adopted by the ICCAT; 

f) significant violation of catch limits or quotas in force pursuant to the ICCAT rules; 

g) using prohibited fishing gear; 

h) falsifying or intentionally concealing the markings, identity or registration of a fishing vessel; 

i) concealing, tampering with or disposing of evidence relating to investigation of a violation; 
 

j) multiple violations which taken together constitute a serious disregard of measures in force 
pursuant to the ICCAT; 

 
k) assault, resist, intimidate, sexually harass, interfere with, or unduly obstruct or delay an authorized 

inspector or observer; 

l) intentionally tampering with or disabling the vessel monitoring system; 

m) such other violations as may be determined by the ICCAT, once these are included and circulated 
in a revised version of these procedures; 

n) fishing with the assistance of spotter planes; 
 

o) interference with the satellite monitoring system and/or operation of a vessel without a VMS 
system; 

p) transfer activity without transfer declaration; 

q) transhipment at sea. 

2. In the case of any boarding and inspection of a fishing vessel during which the authorized inspectors 
observe an activity or condition that would constitute a serious violation, as defined in paragraph 1, the 
authorities of the flag CPC of the inspection vessel shall immediately notify the flag CPC of the fishing 
vessel, directly as well as through the Secretariat. In such situations, the inspector should also inform 
any inspection ship of the flag CPC of the fishing vessel known to be in the vicinity. 
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3. ICCAT inspectors should register the inspections undertaken and the infringements detected (if any) in 
the fishing vessel logbook. 

 
4. The flag CPC shall ensure that, following the inspection referred to in paragraph 2 of this Annex, the 

fishing vessel concerned ceases all fishing activities. The flag CPC shall require the fishing vessel to 
proceed within 72 hours to a port designated by it, where an investigation shall be initiated. 

 
5. In the case where an inspection has detected an activity or condition that would constitute a serious 

violation, the vessel should be reviewed under the procedures described in the Recommendation by 
ICCAT on Establishing a List of Vessels Presumed to Have Carried Out Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing Activities (Rec. 18-08), taking into account any response actions and other follow up. 

 
II. Conduct of inspections 

 
6. Inspections shall be carried out by inspectors designated by the Contracting Governments. The names 

of the authorized government agencies and individual inspectors designated for that purpose by their 
respective governments shall be notified to the Commission. 

 
7. Ships carrying out international boarding and inspection duties in accordance with this Annex shall fly 

a special flag or pennant approved by the Commission and issued by the Secretariat. The names of the 
ships so used shall be notified to the Secretariat as soon as practical in advance of the commencement 
of inspection activities. The Secretariat shall make information regarding designated inspection vessels 
available to all CPCs, including by posting on its password-protected website. 

 
8. Inspectors shall carry appropriate identity documentation issued by the authorities of the flag CPC, 

which shall be in the form shown in paragraph 20 of this Annex. 
 

9. Subject to the arrangements agreed under paragraph 15 of this Annex, a vessel flagged to a Contracting 
Government and fishing for tuna or tuna-like fishes in the Convention area outside waters under 
national jurisdiction shall stop when given the appropriate signal in the International Code of Signals 
by a ship flying the ICCAT pennant described in paragraph 7 and carrying an inspector unless the vessel 
is actually carrying out fishing operations, in which case it shall stop immediately once it has finished 
such operations. The master* of the vessel shall permit the inspection party, as specified in paragraph 
10 of this Annex, to board it and must provide a boarding ladder. The master shall enable the inspection 
party to make such examination of equipment, catch or gear and any relevant documents as an inspector 
deems necessary to verify compliance with the ICCAT Commission’s Recommendations in force in 
relation to the flag CPC of the vessel being inspected. Further, an inspector may ask for any explanations 
that he or she deems necessary. 

 
10. The size of the inspection party shall be determined by the commanding officer of the inspection vessel 

taking into account relevant circumstances. The inspection party should be as small as possible to 
accomplish the duties set out in this Annex safely and securely. 

 
11. Upon boarding the vessel, inspectors shall produce the identity documentation described in paragraph 

8 of this Annex. Inspectors shall observe generally accepted international regulations, procedures and 
practices relating to the safety of the vessel being inspected and its crew, and shall minimize 
interference with fishing activities or stowage of product and, to the extent practicable, avoid action 
which would adversely affect the quality of the catch on board; Inspectors shall limit their enquiries to 
the ascertainment of the observance of the Commission’s Recommendations in force in relation to the 
flag CPC of the vessel concerned. In making the inspection, inspectors may ask the master of the fishing 
vessel for any assistance he/she may require. Inspectors shall draw up a report of the inspection in a 
form approved by the Commission. Inspectors shall sign the report in the presence of the master of the 
vessel who shall be entitled to add or have added to the report any observations which he or she may 
think suitable and must sign such observations. 

 
 
 
 

* Master refers to the individual in charge of the vessel. 
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12. Copies of the report shall be given to the master of the vessel and to the government of the inspection 
party, which shall transmit copies to the appropriate authorities of the flag CPC of the inspected vessel 
and to the ICCAT Commission. Where any infringement of ICCAT Recommendations is discovered, the 
inspector should, where possible, also inform any inspection ship of the flag CPC of the fishing vessel 
known to be in the vicinity. 

 
13. Resistance to inspectors or failure to comply with their directions shall be treated by the flag CPC of the 

inspected vessel in a manner similar to such conduct committed with respect to a national inspector. 
 

14. Inspectors shall carry out their duties under these arrangements in accordance with the rules set out in 
this Recommendation, but they shall remain under the operational control of their national authorities 
and shall be responsible to them. 

 
15. Contracting Governments shall consider and act on inspection reports, sighting information sheets as 

per Rec. 19-09 and statements resulting from documentary inspections of foreign inspectors under 
these arrangements on a similar basis in accordance with their national legislation to the reports of 
national inspectors. The provisions of this paragraph shall not impose any obligation on a Contracting 
Government to give the report of a foreign inspector a higher evidential value than it would possess in 
the inspector’s own country. Contracting Governments shall collaborate in order to facilitate judicial or 
other proceedings arising from a report of an inspector under these arrangements. 

 
a) Contracting Governments shall inform the Commission by 15 February each year of their 

provisional plans for conducting inspection activities under this Recommendation in that calendar 
year and the Commission may make suggestions to Contracting Governments for the coordination 
of national operations in this field including the number of inspectors and ships carrying 
inspectors; 

 
b) the arrangements set out in this Recommendation and the plans for participation shall apply 

between Contracting Governments unless otherwise agreed between them, and such agreement 
shall be notified to the ICCAT Commission. Provided, however, that implementation of the scheme 
shall be suspended between any two Contracting Governments if either of them has notified the 
ICCAT Commission to that effect, pending completion of such an agreement. 

 
16. a)  the fishing gear shall be inspected in accordance with the regulations in force for the subarea for 

which the inspection takes place. Inspectors will state the subarea for which the inspection took 
place, and a description of any violations found, in the inspection report; 

b)  inspectors shall have the authority to inspect all fishing gear in use or on board. 
 

17. Inspectors shall affix an identification mark approved by the ICCAT Commission to any fishing gear 
inspected which appears to be in contravention of the ICCAT Commission’s Recommendations in force 
in relation to the flag CPC of the vessel concerned and shall record this fact in his/her report. 

 
18. The inspector may photograph the gears, equipment, documentation and any other element he/she 

considers necessary in such a way as to reveal those features which in their opinion are not in 
conformity with the regulation in force, in which case the subjects photographed should be listed in the 
report and copies of the photographs should be attached to the copy of the report to the flagCPC. 

 
19. Inspectors shall, as necessary, inspect all catch on board to determine compliance with ICCAT 

Recommendations. 
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20. The model Identity Card for inspectors is as follows: 
 

Dimensions: Width 10.4cm, Height 7cm 
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Annex 8 
 

Minimum standards for video recording procedures 
 

Transfers 
 

i) The electronic storage device containing the original video record shall be provided to the observer as 
soon as possible after the end of the transfer operation that shall immediately initialize it to avoid any 
further manipulation. 

 
ii) The original recording shall be kept on board the catching vessel or by the farm or trap operator where 

appropriate, during their entire period of authorization. 
 

iii) Two identical copies of the video record shall be produced. One copy shall be transmitted to the 
regional observer on board of the purse seine vessel and one to the CPC observer on board the towing 
vessel, the latter of which shall accompany the transfer declaration and the associated catches to which 
it relates. If the inspection services are present during the transfer they shall also receive a copy of the 
relevant video record. This procedure should only apply to CPC observers in the case of transfers 
between towing vessels. 

 
iv) At the beginning and/or the end of each video, the ICCAT transfer authorization number shall be 

displayed. 
 

v) The time and the date of the video shall be continuously displayed throughout each videorecord. 
 

vi) Before the start of the transfer, the video shall include the opening and closing of the net/door and 
whether the receiving and donor cages already contain bluefin tuna. 

 
vii) The video recording must be continuous without any interruptions and cuts and cover the entire 

transfer operation. 
 

viii) The video record should be of sufficient quality to estimate the number of bluefin tuna being 
transferred. 

 
ix) If the video record is of insufficient quality to estimate the number of bluefin tuna being transferred, 

the operator may request to the flag authorities of the vessel or trap to conduct a control transfer. 
Such voluntary control transfer must include movement of all the bluefin tuna from the receiving cage 
into another cage, which must be empty. For those cases where the origin of the fish is a trap, the 
bluefin tuna already transferred from the trap to the receiving cage could be sent back to the trap and 
the control transfer is cancelled under the supervision of the ICCAT regional observer. 

 
Caging operations 

 
i) The electronic storage device containing the original video record shall be provided to the regional 

observer as soon as possible after the end of the caging operation who shall immediately initialize it to 
avoid any further manipulation. 

 
ii) The original recording shall be kept by the farm where applicable, during their entire period of 

authorization. 
 

iii) Two identical copies of the video record shall be produced. One copy shall be transmitted to the 
regional observer deployed on the farm. 

 
iv) At the beginning and/or the end of each video, the ICCAT caging authorization number shall be 

displayed. 
 

v) The time and the date of the video shall be continuously displayed throughout each videorecord. 
 

vi) Before the start of the caging, the video shall include the opening and closing of the net/door and 
whether the receiving and donor cages already contain bluefin tuna. 
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vii) The video recording must be continuous without any interruptions and cuts and cover the entire 
caging operation. 

 
viii) The video record should be of sufficient quality to estimate the number of bluefin tuna being 

transferred. 
 

ix) If the video record is of insufficient quality to estimate the number of bluefin tuna being transferred, 
then a new caging operation shall be requested by the control authorities. For those cases when the 
origin of the fish is a purse seine vessel, the new caging operation must include movement of all the 
bluefin tuna from the receiving farm cage into another farm cage, which must be empty. 



 

43 

Annex 9 
 

Standards and procedures for stereoscopical cameras systems in the context of caging operations 

Use of stereoscopical cameras systems 

The use of stereoscopic cameras systems in the context of caging operations, as required by paragraph 99 
of this Recommendation shall be conducted in accordance with the following: 

 
i. The sampling intensity of live fish shall not be below 20% of the amount of fish being caged. When 

technically possible, the sampling of live fish shall be sequential, by measuring one in every five 
specimens. Such a sample shall be made up of fish measured at a distance between 2 and 8 meters from 
the camera. 

ii. The dimensions of the transfer gate connecting the donor cage and the receiving cage shall be set at 
maximum width of 8 to 10 meters and maximum height of 8 to 10 meters. 

iii. When the length measurements of the fish present a multi-modal distribution (two or more cohorts of 
distinct sizes), it shall be possible to use more than one conversion algorithm for the same caging 
operation. The most up to date algorithm(s) established by SCRS shall be used to convert fork lengths 
into total weights, according to the size category of the fish measured during the cagingoperation. 

iv. Validation of the stereoscopical length measurements shall be undertaken prior to each caging 
operation using a scale bar at a distance of 2 and 8 m. 

v. When the results of the stereoscopical program are communicated, the information shall indicate the 
margin of error inherent to the technical specifications of the stereoscopic camera system, which shall 
not exceed a range of +/- 5 percent. 

vi. The report on the results of the stereoscopical program should include details on all the technical 
specifications above, including the sampling intensity, the way of sampling methodology, the distance 
from the camera, the dimensions of the transfer gate, and the algorithms (length-weight relationship). 
SCRS shall review these specifications, and if necessary provide recommendations to modify them. 

vii. In cases where the stereoscopic camera footage is of insufficient quality to estimate the weight of 
bluefin tuna being caged, a new caging operation shall be ordered by the flag CPC authorities of the 
catching vessel or the trap CPC authorities, or the farming CPC authorities. 

 
Presentation and use of stereoscopical cameras systems outcome 

 
i. Decisions regarding differences between the catch report and the results from the stereoscopical 

system programme shall be taken at the level of the Joint Fishing Operation (JFO) or total trap catches, 
for JFOs and trap catches destined to a farm facility involving a single CPC and/or EU Member State. The 
decision regarding differences between the catch report and the results from the stereoscopical system 
programme shall be taken at the level of the caging operations for JFO's involving more than one CPC 
and/or EU Member State, unless otherwise agreed by all the flag CPC/State authorities of the catching 
vessels involved in the JFO. 

 
ii. Within 15 days from the caging date, the farming CPC/State authorities shall provide a report to the flag 

CPC/State authorities of the catching vessel, including the following documents: 
 

ii.1 Technical stereoscopical system report including: 

- general information: species, site, cage, date, algorithm; 
 

- sizing statistical information: average weight and length, minimum weight and length, 
maximum weight and length, number of fish sampled, weight distribution, size distribution. 

ii.2 Detailed results of the programme, with the size and weight of every fish that was sampled. 
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ii.3 Caging report including: 
 

- general information on the operation: number of the caging operation, name of the farm, cage 
number, eBCD number, ITD number, name and flag of the catching vessel, name and flag of the 
towing vessel, date of the stereoscopical system operation and footage filename; 

- algorithm used to convert length into weight; 
- comparison between the amounts declared in the eBCD and the amounts found with the 

stereoscopical system, in number of fish, average weight and total weight (the formula used 
to calculate the difference shall be: (Stereoscopical System-eBCD)/Stereoscopical System* 
100); 

- margin of error of the system; 
- for those caging reports relating to JFOs/traps, the last caging report shall also include a 

summary of all information in previous caging reports. 
 

iii. When receiving the caging report, the flag CPC/State authorities of the catching vessel shall take all the 
necessary measures according to the following situations. 

 
iii.1 The total weight declared by the catching vessel in the eBCD is within the range of the 

stereoscopical system results: 
 

- no release shall be ordered; 
- the eBCD shall be modified both in number (using the number of fish resulting from the use of 

the control cameras or alternative techniques) and average weight, while the total weight shall 
not be modified. 

 
iii.2 The total weight declared by the catching vessel in the eBCD is below the lowest figure of the range 

of the stereoscopical system results: 
 

- a release shall be ordered using the lowest figure in the range of the stereoscopical system 
results; 

- the release operations must be carried out in accordance with the procedure laid down in 
paragraph 88 and Annex 10; 

- after the release operations took place, the eBCD shall be modified both in number (using the 
number of fish resulting from the use of the control cameras, minus the number of fish 
released) and average weight, while the total weight shall not be modified. 

 
iii.3 The total weight declared by the catching vessel in the eBCD exceeds the highest figure of the range 

of the stereoscopical system results: 
 

- no release shall be ordered; 
- the eBCD shall be modified for the total weight (using the highest figure in the range of the 

stereoscopical system results), for the number of fish (using the results from the control 
cameras) and average weight accordingly. 

 
iv. For any relevant modification of the eBCD, the values (number and weight) entered in Section 2 shall be 

consistent with those in Section 6 and the values in Sections 3, 4 and 6, shall not be higher to those in 
Section 2. 

 
v. In case of compensation of differences found in individual caging reports across all cagings from a 

JFO/trap, whether or not a release operation is required, all relevant eBCDs shall be modified on the 
basis of the lowest range of the stereoscopical system results. The eBCDs related to the quantities of 
bluefin tuna released shall also be modified to reflect the weight/number released. The eBCDs related to 
bluefin tuna not released but for which the results from the stereoscopical systems or alternative 
techniques differ from those reported caught and transferred shall also be amended to reflect these 
differences. 

 
The eBCDs relating to the catches from where the release operation took place shall also be modified 
to reflect the weight/number released. 
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Annex 10 
 

Release Protocol 
 

The release of bluefin tuna from farming cages into the sea shall be recorded by video camera and observed 
by an ICCAT regional observer, who shall draft and submit a report together with the video records to the 
Secretariat. 

 
The release of bluefin tuna from transport cages or traps into the sea shall be observed by a national 
observer of the trap CPC, who shall draft and submit a report to its CPC control authorities. 

 
Before a release operation takes place, CPC control authorities might order a control transfer using standard 
and/or stereoscopic cameras to estimate the number and weight of the fish that need to bereleased. 

 
CPC control authorities might implement any additional measures they feel necessary to guarantee that the 
release operations take place at the most appropriate time and place in order to increase the probability of 
the fish going back to the stock. The operator shall be responsible for the fish survival until the release 
operation has taken place. These release operations shall take place within 3 weeks of the completion of the 
caging operations. 

 
Following completion of harvesting operations, fish remaining in a farm and not covered by an ICCAT 
bluefin catch document shall be released in accordance with the procedures described in paragraph 88. 
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Annex 11 
 

Treatment of dead fish 
 

During fishing operations by purse seine vessels, the quantities of fish found dead in the seine shall be 
recorded on the fishing vessel logbook and therefore deducted from the flag CPC’s quota. 

 
Recording/treating of dead fish during first transfer 

 
a) The eBCD shall be provided to the towing vessel with Section 2 (Total Catch), Section 3 (Live fish trade) 

and Section 4 (Transfer - including “dead” fish) completed. 
 

The total quantities reported in Sections 3 and 4 shall be equal to the quantities reported in Section 2. 
The eBCD shall be accompanied by the original ICCAT Transfer Declaration (ITD) in accordance with the 
provisions of this Recommendation. The quantities reported in the ITD (transferred live), must equal 
the quantities reported in Section 3 in the associated eBCD. 

 
b) A split of the eBCD with Section 8 (Trade information) shall be completed and given to the auxiliary 

vessel which will transport the dead bluefin tuna to shore (or retained on the catching vessel if landed 
directly to shore). This dead fish and split eBCD must be accompanied with a copy of the ITD. 

 
c) With regards to eBCDs, dead fish shall be allocated to the catching vessel which made the catch, or in the 

case of JFOs either to participating catching vessels or flags. 
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Minimum Information for Fishing Authorisations 

A. IDENTIFICATION 
 

1. ICCAT registration number 
2. Name of fishing vessel 
3. External registration number (letters and numbers) 

 
B. FISHING CONDITIONS 

 
1. Date of issue 
2. Period of validity 
3. Conditions of fishing authorisation, including when appropriate species, zone, fishing gear and any 

other conditions applicable derived from this Recommendation and/or from national legislation. 
 
 
 

 From… to… From… to From… to From… to From… to 
Zones      
Species      
Fishing gear      

Other 
conditions 
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19-05 BIL 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO ESTABLISH  

REBUILDING PROGRAMS FOR BLUE MARLIN AND WHITE MARLIN/ROUNDSCALE SPEARFISH 
 
 

RECALLING the 2000 blue marlin stock assessment, which found that the stock was below BMSY 
(overfished) with fishing mortality above FMSY (overfishing occurring), and subsequent assessments, most 
recently in 2018, confirming that the stock remains in this state;  

 
ACKNOWLEDGING the 2019 white marlin/roundscale spearfish stock assessment, which found that 

overfishing is not occurring, but the stock remains overfished after more than twenty years of management 
by ICCAT; 

 
AWARE OF measures adopted by the Commission over the last 20 years to improve the status of blue 

marlins and white marlins, including the Recommendation by ICCAT to establish a Plan to Rebuild Blue Marlin 
and White Marlin Populations (Rec. 00-13), Recommendation by ICCAT to Further Strengthen the Plan to 
Rebuild Blue Marlin and White Marlin stocks (Rec. 12-04), and subsequent recommendations; 

 
UNDERSTANDING, however, the 2019 SCRS advice that total catches of blue marlin should be reduced 

to 1,750 t or less to provide at least a 50% chance of rebuilding by 2028 and that total catches of white 
marlin/roundscale spearfish should not exceed 400 t to support rebuilding; 

 
ACKNOWLEDGING that dead discards are not accounted for in the annual limits in the Recommendation 

by ICCAT to Replace Rec. 15-05 to Further Strengthen the Plan to Rebuild Blue Marlin and White Marlin Stocks 
(Rec. 18-04);  
 

AIMING to establish limits for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that take into 
account reported dead discards;  

 
UNDERSCORING the existing obligations of CPCs to require the collection of data on dead and live 

discards in their domestic observer and logbook programs under the Recommendation by ICCAT on 
Information Collection and Harmonization of Data on By-catch and Discards in ICCAT Fisheries (Rec. 11-10), 
consistent with the Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish Minimum Standards for Fishing Vessel Scientific 
Observer Programs (Rec. 16-14), and to report these data to ICCAT; 

  
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 

CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
  
1. CPCs shall implement measures to end overfishing of blue marlin as soon as possible and to rebuild 

blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish stocks to their respective BMSY levels as follows: 
 
Annual limits and related provisions 
 
2. An annual limit of 1,670 t for blue marlin and of 355 t for white marlin/roundscale spearfish is 

established beginning in 2020. Landings limits shall be implemented as follows: 
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Blue Marlin Landings Limit (t)  

Brazil 159.8 

China, P.R. 37.9 

Chinese Taipei 126.2 

Côte d'Ivoire 126.2 

European Union1 403.8 

Ghana 210.3 

Japan 328.1 

Korea Rep. 29.4 

Mexico 58.9 

S. Tomé & Príncipe 37.9 

Senegal 50.5 

Trinidad and Tobago 16.8 

Venezuela 84.1 

TOTAL 1,670 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1 The following transfer of annual landings limit shall be authorized for blue marlin: From EU to Trinidad & Tobago: 2 t. 
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White Marlin/Roundscale Spearfish Landings Limit (t)  

Barbados 10  

Brazil 50  

Canada 10  

China, P.R. 10  

Chinese Taipei 50  

European Union 50  

Côte d'Ivoire 10  

Japan 35  

Korea Rep. 20  

Mexico 25  

S. Tomé & Príncipe 20  

Trinidad and Tobago 15  

Venezuela 50  

TOTAL 355 

 
The United States shall limit its landings to 250 recreationally caught Atlantic blue marlin and white 
marlin/roundscale spearfish combined on an annual basis. All other CPCs shall limit their landings to a 
maximum of 10 t of Atlantic blue marlin and 2 t of white marlin/roundscale spearfish combined. 
 
3. a) Any excess of the annual landings limits established in paragraph 2 shall be deducted from the 

respective landings limits during or before the adjustment year, in the following way: 
 

Catch Year Adjustment Year 

2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 

2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 
2025 
2026 

 
 

b)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (a) above, if any CPC exceeds its landings limit during any two 
consecutive years, its landings limit shall be reduced on or before the adjustment year by at least 
125% of the excess harvest, and the Commission may recommend additional actions, as 
appropriate. 

 
c) Starting with 2020 catches, any underharvest by a CPC of its annual landings limit may not be 

carried forward to a subsequent year.  
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Live release requirement and retention allowances 
  
4. To the extent possible, CPCs shall require pelagic longline vessels and purse seine vessels flying their 

flag to promptly release blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are alive at haul-back, 
giving due consideration to the safety of crew members, in a manner that causes the least harm and 
maximizes post-release survival. 

 
5. CPCs shall encourage the implementation of the minimum standards for safe handling and live release 

procedures, as specified in Annex 1 while giving due consideration to the safety of the crew. The fishing 
vessels should have readily available on deck and easily accessible by crew, a lifting device, bolt cutter, 
dehooker/disgorger and line-cutter for safe release of live marlins caught. 
 

6. CPCs should ensure that captain and crew members of their fishing vessels are adequately trained, 
aware of and use proper mitigation, identification, handling and releasing techniques and keep on 
board all equipment necessary for the release of marlins in accordance with the minimum standards 
for safe handling procedures as specified in Annex 1. Nothing in this measure shall prevent CPCs from 
adopting more stringent measures. 
 

7. CPCs shall endeavor to minimize the post-release mortality of marlins/roundscale spearfish in their 
ICCAT fisheries. 

 
8. CPCs may authorize their pelagic longline and purse seine vessels to catch and retain on board, 

transship, or land blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are dead, within their landing 
limit. 

 
9. For CPCs that prohibit dead discards, the landings of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale 

spearfish that are dead when brought alongside the vessel and that are not sold or entered into 
commerce shall not count against the limits established in paragraph 2, on the condition that such 
prohibition be clearly explained in their Annual Report. This provision shall be applicable only to 
commercial fisheries. 

 
10. Blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are caught for local consumption by developing 

coastal CPCs, or by other CPCs' small island, artisanal, subsistence, and small-scale coastal fisheries are 
exempted from Paragraph 4 provided these CPCs (a) submit Task I and Task II data according to the 
reporting procedures established by the SCRS and (b) in the case of non-developing coastal CPCs, notify 
the Commission of their claim to this exemption and measures taken to limit application of this 
exemption to such fisheries.  

 
11. For recreational and sport fisheries: 
 

a) CPCs shall take appropriate measures to ensure that any released fish are released in a manner 
that causes the least harm. 

b) CPCs shall establish minimum sizes for retention that meet or exceed the following lengths: 
251 cm Lower Jaw-Fork Length (LJFL) for blue marlin and 168 cm LJFL for white 
marlin/roundscale spearfish. 

c)  CPCs shall prohibit the sale, or offering for sale, of any part or whole carcass of blue marlin or 
white marlin/roundscale spearfish caught in recreational and sport fisheries.  

 
Observer programme 
 
12. CPCs shall collect catch data on blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish, including live and 

dead discards, through logbooks and scientific observer programs as required by Rec. 11-10 and 
Rec. 16-14. CPCs shall include their estimates of total dead and live discards in their Task I Nominal 
Catch data submission. 
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13. CPCs shall establish or maintain data collection programs in recreational and sport fisheries, including 
a minimum of 5% scientific observer coverage of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish 
tournaments, to ensure that catches are reported in accordance with existing ICCAT reporting 
obligations.  

 
Data collection and reporting 
 
14. CPCs shall provide their estimates of total live and dead discards of blue marlin, white 

marlin/roundscale spearfish, based on fishing logbooks, landing declarations, or equivalent document 
for the sport/recreational fisheries, as well as scientific observer reports, as part of their Task I and II 
data submission to support the stock assessment process.  

 
15. Starting with the reporting of 2020 catches, failure to report Task I data, including dead discards, for 

blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish in accordance with established ICCAT 
requirements will result in a prohibition of retention of these species in accordance with the 
Recommendation by ICCAT on Penalties Applicable in Case of Non Fulfilment of Reporting Obligations 
(Rec. 11-15).  

 
16. No later than 2020, CPCs shall present to the SCRS the statistical methodology used to estimate dead 

and live discards. CPCs with artisanal and small-scale fisheries shall also provide information about 
their data collection programs.  

 
The SCRS shall review these methodologies and if it determines that a methodology is not scientifically 
sound, the SCRS shall provide relevant feedback to the CPCs in question to improve the methodologies.  

 
The SCRS shall also determine if one or more capacity building workshops are warranted to help CPCs 
to comply with the requirement to report total live and dead discards. If so, the Secretariat in 
coordination with the SCRS should begin organizing the SCRS-recommended workshop(s) in 2021 
with a view to convening them as soon as practicable. 

 
17. The SCRS shall evaluate the completeness of Task I and II data submissions, including estimates of total 

dead and live discards, and determine the feasibility of estimating fishing mortalities by industrial 
fisheries (including longline and purse seine), artisanal fisheries and recreational fisheries. If after 
conducting such evaluation, the SCRS determines that significant gaps in data reporting exist, the SCRS 
should explore approaches to estimate the level of unreported catches to include in future stock 
assessments in order to enhance the basis on which to provide management advice to the Commission.  

 
SCRS work and request for scientific advice 
 
18. The SCRS shall continue its work to further improve data collection initiatives as part of the ICCAT 

Enhanced Program for Billfish Research to overcome the data gap issues of those fisheries, in particular 
artisanal fisheries of developing CPCs to inform future decisions by the Commission. 

 
19. The Secretariat, with support from the Commission and the SCRS, shall continue its review of the 

relevant work conducted by the regional and sub-regional international organizations, similar to the 
review conducted for West Africa, with a priority focus on the Caribbean and Latin America. The 
Secretariat and CPCs are also encouraged to collaborate with the Western Central Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission (WECAFC) on fishery statistics on ICCAT species.  

 
Taking into account the findings of these regional reviews, the CPCs shall take action, as appropriate, 
to improve data collection and reporting programs in accordance with any SCRS advice in preparation 
for the next white marlin/roundscale spearfish and blue marlin stock assessments. 

 
20. The Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures 

(PWG), in cooperation with the SCRS, shall work to develop recommendations on the following issues 
for consideration at the 2021 annual meeting of the Commission: 

 
a) Minimum standard for an electronic monitoring system such as:  
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(i) the minimum specification of the recording equipment (e.g. resolution. recording time 
capacity, data storage type, data protection) 

 
(ii) the number of cameras to be installed at which points on board  

 
b) What shall be recorded  

 
c) Data analysis standards, e.g., converting video footage into actionable data by the use of artificial 

intelligence  
 

d) Data to be analyzed, e.g., species, length, estimated weight, fishing operation details  
 

e) Reporting format to the Secretariat  
 

In 2020 CPCs are encouraged to conduct trials on electronic monitoring and report the results back 
to the PWG and the SCRS in 2021 for their review. 

 
21. The SCRS shall, in collaboration with CPCs, explore potential technical changes to the terminal gear 

(such as hook shape, hook size, leader type, etc.) and fishing practices (e.g., timing, soaking time, bait, 
depths, areas) that could reduce bycatch and bycatch mortality (at-vessel and post-release). As part of 
this process, the SCRS in collaboration with CPCs shall design and implement a study(ies) to compare 
the effects of hook shape and size on catch rates (considering both hooking and retention rates), at-
haulback mortality, and post-release mortality of sharks. The experimental design should account for 
the influence of leader material types and consider potential operational differences among regions 
and fleets. 

 
22. The SCRS shall conduct assessments for blue marlin in 2024 and white marlin/roundscale spearfish in 

2025.  
 
Compliance 
 
23. Consistent with the Recommendation by ICCAT on Improvement of Compliance Review of Conservation 

and Management Measures Regarding Billfish Caught in the ICCAT Convention Area (Rec. 18-05), CPCs 
shall submit details of their implementation of this measure through domestic law or regulations, 
including monitoring, control and surveillance measures, and of their compliance with this measure 
using the billfish check sheet.  

 
Repeals and review clause 
 
24. In 2022, the Commission shall review any new scientific advice from the SCRS and consider 

adjustments, such as the adoption of additional conservation and management measures or review 
of the landing limits, as appropriate.  

 
25. This Recommendation repeals and replaces the Recommendation by ICCAT to Replace Rec. 15-05 to 

Further Strengthen the Plan to Rebuild Blue Marlin and White Marlin Stocks (Rec. 18-04). 
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 Annex 1 
 

Minimum standards for safe handling and live release procedures2 
 
The following steps should be followed to reduce stress and injury to incidentally caught marlins and round 
scale spearfish specimens for a maximum probability of survival while minimizing the safety risk to the 
crew. Skippers and crew should always put their personal safety first when releasing marlins and other 
large fish. Wear gloves and avoid working around the spear-shaped bill. These basic guidelines do not 
replace stricter safety rules established by CPCs national Authorities. 
 

- Stop the vessel or substantially reduce its speed. 
- Secure the far side of the longline mainline to the boat to avoid that any remaining gear in the 

water pulls on the line and the animal. 
- Bring the marlin as close to the vessel as possible without putting too much tension on the 

branchline to avoid that a released hook or branchline breaks could shoot hook, weights and other 
parts toward the vessels at high speed.  

- Do not remove the alive marlin from the water boatside, while safely removing the hook. 
- Limit the number of manipulation. 
- Do not gaff the fish in the body.  
- If possible, avoid grabbing the marlin by the body and use gloves to grab the marlin by its snout 

or a snooter. 
- In case the hook is visible, lightly flicking the branchline to try dislodging the hook.  
- Where feasible rig a measuring device so the fish can be roughly measured in the water (e.g. mark 

a pole, leader and float; mark the gunwale of the boat with measurements marks). 
- If the marlin is vigorously twisting and spinning making it too dangerous to use a 

dehooker/disgorger or the marlin swallowed the hook that cannot be seen, then use a long-
handled line cutter and cut the leader/line as close to the fish as safely possible so that they are 
not trailing large amounts of line that could reduce post-release survival. 

- Help revive the fish by slowly towing it in the water until its colour or energy returns (5 minutes 
or more). Most highly migratory species must keep water flowing over their gills to breathe. With 
the boat in gear, slowly move forward while keeping the fish’s head in the water.  

- If hooked, and hook is visible in the body or mouth, use a bolt cutter to remove the hook barb, and 
then remove the hook. 

- Don’t wrap your fingers, hands or arms in the line when bringing a marlin to the boat – you might 
get pulled overboard. 

- Don’t lift them using the branchline, especially if hooked. 
- Do not lift using thin wires or cables or by the tail alone. 

 
 

 
2 https://www.bmis-bycatch.org/index.php/mitigation-techniques/safe-handling-release  

- Poisson F., Wendling B., Cornella D., Segorb C., 2016. Guide du pêcheur responsable : Bonnes pratiques pour réduire la 
mortalité des espèces sensibles capturées accidentellement par les palangriers pélagiques français en Méditerranée. Projets 
SELPAL et RéPAST. 60 pages. 

- Poisson F., Vernet A. L., Séret B., Dagorn L. Good practices to reduce the mortality of sharks and rays caught incidentally by 
the tropical tuna purse seiners. EU FP7 project #210496 MADE, Deliverable 7.2., 30p. 

- AFMA (2016) Shark and Ray Handling Practices - A guide for commercial fishers in southern Australia 
- NOAA fisheries, 2017, Careful Catch and Release Brochure. 2 pages.  

https://www.bmis-bycatch.org/index.php/mitigation-techniques/safe-handling-release
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19-06 BYC 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON THE CONSERVATION OF NORTH ATLANTIC STOCK OF SHORTFIN 

MAKO CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION WITH ICCAT FISHERIES 
 

 
CONSIDERING that shortfin mako is caught in association with ICCAT fisheries; 

 
CONCERNED by the status of the North Atlantic shortfin mako being overfished and experiencing 

overfishing; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the SCRS recommends that there will be a need for CPCs to strengthen their 
monitoring and data collection efforts to monitor the future status of this stock, including total estimated 
dead discards and the estimation of CPUE using observer data; 

 
KNOWING that the result of the SCRS indicates that shortfin mako shark catches of 700 t are expected 

to immediately end overfishing, and catches of 500 t or less are expected  to rebuild the stock by 2070; 
 

COMMITTED to immediately taking actions to end overfishing of the North Atlantic shortfin mako stock 
with a high probability, as the first step in the development of a rebuilding plan; 

 
CONSIDERING that the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Principles of Decision Making for ICCAT 

Conservation and Management Measures (Rec. 11-13) calls for the Commission to immediately adopt 
management measures, taking into account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice, designed to 
result in a high probability of ending overfishing in as short a period as possible; 

 
CONSIDERING FURTHER that Rec. 11-13 calls for the Commission to adopt a plan to rebuild stocks in 

the red zone of the Kobe plot, taking into account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice; 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING that according to SCRS studies, the survival rate after release of shortfin mako shark 
could be up to 77%; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Contracting Parties, and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (hereafter 

referred to as CPCs) shall require vessels flying their flag to promptly release North Atlantic shortfin 
mako in a manner that causes the least harm, while giving due consideration to the safety of crew 
members. 

 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 1 above, CPCs may authorize their vessels to catch and 

retain on board, transship or land North Atlantic shortfin mako, provided that: 
 

(1) For vessels whose length is greater than 12 m, 
 

a) the vessel has either an observer or a functioning electronic monitoring system on board 
which can identify whether the fish is dead or alive; 

 
b) shortfin mako is dead when brought along side for taking on board the vessel; 

 
c) the observer collects data on the number of individuals hooked, body length, sex, condition, 

maturity (whether the individual is pregnant and its litter size) and weight of products for 
each shortfin mako caught as well as fishing effort; and 

 
d) when shortfin mako is not retained, the number of dead discards and live releases shall be 

recorded by the observer or estimated from the records of the electronic monitoring system. 
 

(2) For vessels whose length is equal or smaller than 12 m, 
 
a) shortfin mako is dead when brought along side for taking on board the vessel. 
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3. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 1 above, CPCs may authorize their vessels to catch and 
retain on board, transship or land North Atlantic shortfin mako provided that: 

 
a) shortfin mako is dead when brought along side for taking on board the vessel; and 

 
b) the retention of shortfin mako does not exceed the fishing vessel’s average shortfin mako landings 

while an observer is on board and this is verified by mandatory logbooks and landing inspection 
conducted on the basis of risk assessment. 

 
4. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 1 above, CPCs may authorize their vessels to catch and 

retain on board, transship or land North Atlantic shortfin mako whether dead or alive, when a CPC’s 
domestic law requires a minimum size of at least 180 cm fork length for males and of at least 210 cm 
fork length for females. 

 
5. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 1 above, CPCs whose domestic law requires that all dead 

or dying fish be landed, provided that the fishermen may not draw any profit from such fish, may retain 
on board and land incidental by-catch of North Atlantic shortfin mako. 

 
6. The observer is also encouraged to collect biological samples such as muscular tissues (for stock 

identification), reproductive organ with embryo (for identification of pregnancy cycle and 
reproductive output) and vertebrae (for estimation of growth curve). The biological samples collected 
by the observer should be analyzed by CPCs concerned and the result should be submitted to the SCRS 
by CPCs concerned. 

 
7.  CPCs shall endeavour to take further measures than those contained in this recommendation with the 

aim to  stop overfishing and to rebuild the stock. 
 

8. A Panel 4 intersessional meeting shall be convened in 2020 to develop and propose additional 
measures towards achieving conservation and management objectives for this stock.  Panel 4 shall also 
develop appropriate requests for future work by the SCRS in this regard, as well as mechanisms to 
ensure the collection and provision of the requisite data by CPCs. 

 
9. CPCs that authorize their vessels to catch and retain on board, transship or land North Atlantic shortfin 

mako in accordance with paragraphs 2 through 5 above shall provide to the Secretariat the amount of 
North Atlantic shortfin mako caught and retained on board as well as dead discards and live releases 
in 2019 one month prior to the 2020 Panel 4 intersessional meeting. 

 
10. CPCs shall also report the number of dead discards and live releases of North Atlantic shortfin mako 

estimated based on the total fishing effort of their relevant fleets using data collected through observer 
programs or other relevant data collection programs. CPCs that do not authorize their vessels to catch 
and retain on board, transship or land North Atlantic shortfin mako in accordance with paragraphs 2 
through 5 above shall also record through their observer programs the number of dead discards and 
live releases of North Atlantic shortfin mako and report it to SCRS. 

 
11. The Commission, at its 2020 annual meeting, shall adopt a new management recommendation for 

North Atlantic shortfin mako, taking into account the scientific advice from the SCRS and the results of 
the 2020 Panel 4 intersessional meeting, in order to establish a rebuilding plan with a high probability 
of avoiding overfishing and rebuilding the stock to BMSY within a timeframe that takes into account the 
biology of the stock. 

 
12. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VIII, paragraph 2 of the Convention, CPCs shall implement 

this recommendation as soon as possible in accordance with their regulatory procedures. 
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RECALLING that the Commission adopted the Resolution by ICCAT on Atlantic Sharks (Res. 01-11), the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Conservation of Sharks caught in association with fisheries 
managed by ICCAT (Rec.  04-10),  the  Supplemental  Recommendation  by  ICCAT  concerning  Sharks  
(Rec. 07-06), including the obligation of CPCs to annually report Task I & II data for sharks  in accordance 
with ICCAT data reporting procedures and the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Development of Harvest 
Control Rules and of Management Strategy Evaluation (Rec. 15-07); 

 
FURTHER RECALLING that the Commission has adopted management measures for shark species 

considered vulnerable to overfishing and caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT; 
 

RECOGNIZING that Atlantic blue sharks (Prionace glauca) are caught in large numbers  in association 
with fisheries managed by ICCAT; 

 
CONSIDERING that following the stock assessment undertaken in 2015,  the  SCRS  report  states that 

despite the positive signs of the stock  status  of the  North Atlantic  stock  of blue  shark, a  high  level of 
uncertainty in data inputs and in model structural assumptions remains and, therefore, the possibility of 
the stock being overfished and overfishing occurring could not be ruled out; 

 
NOTING that, according to SCRS advice precautionary management measures  should  be  considered 

for shark stocks for which there are few data and/or greater uncertainty in assessment results; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the average of the total reported catch during the period 2011-2015 was 39,102 t; 
 

SEEKING, therefore, to ensure that total catch does not exceed 39,102 t through establishment of an 
annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC); 

 
RECALLING the provisions of Resolution by ICCAT on Criteria for the Allocation of Fishing Possibilities 

(Res. 15-13), notably the criteria for the allocation of fishing possibilities set out in part III, and the need 
to ensure that these are applied in a fair, equitable and transparent manner; 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 

1. To ensure the conservation of the North Atlantic blue shark stock in the Convention area, the 
following shall apply; 

 
TAC and catch limits for blue shark 

 
2. An annual TAC of 39,102 t for North Atlantic blue shark is established. The annual TAC may be revised 

subject to a decision of the Commission based on the updated advice of the SCRS in 2021, or at an 
earlier stage if enough information is provided by the SCRS. 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT AMENDING THE RECOMMENDATION 16-12 ON 
MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC BLUE 

SHARK CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION WITH ICCAT FISHERIES 

BYC 19-07 
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3. The following CPCs shall be subject to the following catch limits: 
 

CPC  

EU 32,578 t 

Japan 4,010 t 

Morocco 1,644 t 

 
a) All other CPCs shall endeavor to maintain their catches at recent levels. 

 
b) If in any year the total catches of the North Atlantic blue shark exceed the TAC, the Commission 

shall review the implementation of these measures. Based on the review and the results of the 
next stock assessment scheduled for 2021 or at an earlier stage if enough information is 
provided to the SCRS, the Commission shall consider introduction of additional measures. 

 
Recording, reporting, and use of the catch information 

 
4. Each CPC shall ensure that its vessels catching North Atlantic blue shark in association with ICCAT 

fisheries in the Convention area record their catch in accordance with the requirements set out in 
the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Recording of Catch by Fishing Vessels in the ICCAT 
Convention Area (Rec. 03-13). 

 
5. CPCs shall implement data collection programmes that ensure the reporting of accurate North 

Atlantic blue shark catch, effort, size and discard data to ICCAT in full accordance with the ICCAT 
requirements for provision of Task I and Task II data. 

 
6. CPCs shall include in their shark implementation check sheet submitted to ICCAT pursuant to 

Recommendation 18-06 information on the actions they have taken domestically to monitor catches 
and to conserve and manage North Atlantic blue sharks. 

 
Scientific research 

 
7. CPCs are encouraged to undertake scientific research that would provide information on key 

biological/ecological parameters, life-history, migrations, post-release survivorship and behavioral 
traits of blue sharks. Such information shall be made available to the SCRS. 

 
8. In the light of the results of the next stock assessment of North Atlantic blue shark, the SCRS shall 

provide, if possible, options of HCR with the associated limit, target and threshold reference points 
for the management of this species in the ICCAT Convention area. 

 
Implementation and review 

 
9. This recommendation shall be reviewed in light of the outcomes of the next stock assessment of the 

North Atlantic blue shark by the SCRS in 2021. 
 

This Recommendation repeals and replaces Recommendation by ICCAT on management measures for the 
conservation of Atlantic blue shark caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 16-12). 



 

 
 
 

RECALLING that the Commission adopted the Resolution by ICCAT on Atlantic Sharks (Res. 01-11), the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Conservation of Sharks caught in association with fisheries 
managed by ICCAT (Rec. 04-10), the Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT concerning Sharks (Rec. 07- 
06), including the obligation of CPCs to annually report Task I & II data for sharks in accordance with ICCAT 
data reporting procedures and the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Development of Harvest Control Rules 
and of Management Strategy Evaluation (Rec. 15-07); 

 
FURTHER RECALLING that the Commission has adopted management measures for shark species 

considered vulnerable to overfishing and caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT; 
 

RECOGNIZING that Atlantic blue sharks (Prionace glauca) are caught in large numbers in association 
with fisheries managed by ICCAT; 

 
CONSIDERING that in the last stock assessment of South Atlantic blue shark stock, all scenarios with 

the Bayesian surplus production model estimated that the stock was not overfished and that overfishing 
was not occurring. However, also noting that the estimates obtained with the state-space surplus 
production model formulation were generally less optimistic, predicting that the stock could be overfished 
and overfishing could be occurring in some cases; 

 
NOTING that, according to SCRS advice precautionary management measures should be considered for 

shark stocks for which there are few data and/or greater uncertainty in assessment results; 
 

CONSIDERING that given the uncertainty in stock status results for the South Atlantic blue shark, the 
SCRS strongly recommends the adoption of a precautionary approach for this stock; 

 
FURTHER CONSIDERING that in order to protect and manage the South Atlantic blue shark, the SCRS 

recommends that the average catch of the final five years used in the assessment model (28,923 t for 2009-
2013) could be used as an upper limit; 

 
ACKNOWLEDGING that catches of blue shark in the South Atlantic have significantly increased in recent 

years, to values higher than the catch limits recommended by the SCRS; 
 

RECOGNIZING the need to stabilize the exploitation patterns for this fishery, in particular to avoid large 
fluctuations of catches in the future, to the extent possible. 

 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities whose 

vessels fish blue shark in association with ICCAT fisheries in the Convention area shall implement 
management measures to ensure the conservation of the South Atlantic blue shark (Prionace glauca) 
in line with ICCAT's Convention objective. 

 
Catch limits for blue shark 

 
2. An annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC) of 28,923 t for South Atlantic blue shark is established. The 

Annual TAC may be revised subject to a decision of the Commission based on the updated advice of the 
SCRS in 2021, or at an earlier stage if enough information is provided by the SCRS. 

 
3. On the basis of the stock assessment results, an allocation of the future TAC shall be decided by the 

Commission by 2021. 
 

1 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SOUTH 
ATLANTIC BLUE SHARK CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION WITH ICCAT FISHERIES 

BYC 19-08 
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Recording, reporting, and use of the catch information 
 

4. Each CPC shall ensure that its vessels catching South Atlantic blue shark in association with ICCAT 
fisheries in the Convention area record their catch in accordance with the requirements set out in the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Recording of Catch by Fishing Vessels in the ICCAT Convention 
Area (Rec. 03-13). 

 
5. CPCs shall implement data collection programmes that ensure the reporting of accurate South Atlantic 

blue shark catch, effort, size and discard data to ICCAT in full accordance with the ICCAT requirements 
for provision of Task I and Task II. 

 
6. CPCs shall include in their shark implementation check sheet to ICCAT information on the actions they 

have taken domestically to monitor catches and to conserve and manage South Atlantic blue sharks. 
 

Scientific research 
 

7. CPCs are encouraged to undertake scientific research that would provide information on key 
biological/ecological parameters, life-history, migrations, post-release survivorship and behavioural 
traits of blue sharks. Such information shall be made available to the SCRS. 

 
8. In the light of the results of the next stock assessment of South Atlantic blue shark, the SCRS shall 

provide, if possible, options of HCR with the associated limit, target and threshold reference points for 
the management of this species in the ICCAT Convention area. 
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19-09 GEN 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON VESSEL SIGHTINGS 

 
 

RECOGNIZING the ongoing efforts by ICCAT and its CPCs to combat Illegal, Unreported, and 
Unregulated fishing for ICCAT species; 
  

AWARE that those efforts will be informed and supported by an effective mechanism for CPCs and 
their flagged vessels to gather and report information on sightings of foreign-flagged vessels or vessels 
without nationality that may be operating in the Convention Area in a manner contrary to ICCAT 
conservation and management measures; 
 

NOTING, therefore, the utility of combining and updating the Resolution by ICCAT on Compliance 
with the ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures (Res. 94-09) and the Recommendation by ICCAT on 
Transshipments and Vessel Sightings (Rec. 97-11); 
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (CPCs) 

shall collect, through enforcement and surveillance operations conducted by their competent 
authorities in the Convention area, as much information as feasible when a foreign-flagged vessel or 
vessel without nationality is sighted as engaged in fishing or fishing related activities 
(e.g., transshipment) that are presumed to be illegal, unreported, and unregulated, as defined under 
paragraph 1 of Recommendation 18-08. An indicative list of information to be collected is included 
in the sighting information sheet (Annex), which should be used for transmitting information on 
vessel sightings to the Executive Secretary as specified below. 

 
2. When a vessel is sighted pursuant to paragraph 1 the sighting CPC shall without undue delay 

notify and provide any recorded images of the vessel to the appropriate authorities of the flag CPC 
or flag non-CPC of the sighted vessel, and: 

 
a) If the sighted vessel is flagged to a CPC, the flag CPC shall, without undue delay, take appropriate 

action with respect to the vessel in question. Both the sighting CPC and the flag CPC of the sighted 
vessel shall provide, as appropriate, information on the sighting to the Executive Secretary, 
including details of any follow-up actions taken. 

 

b) If the sighted vessel is flagged to a non-CPC, is of indeterminate flag, or is without nationality, the 
sighting CPC shall, without undue delay, provide to the Executive Secretary all appropriate 
information related to the sighting. 

 
3. When a vessel is sighted pursuant to paragraph 1 and there are reasonable grounds to suspect 

the vessel is without nationality, a Contracting Party is encouraged to board the vessel to confirm its 
nationality. If the vessel is confirmed to be without nationality, a competent authority of the 
Contracting Party is encouraged to inspect the vessel, consistent with international law and, if 
evidence so warrants, the Contracting Party is encouraged to take such action as may be appropriate, 
in accordance with international law. Any Contracting Party that conducts a boarding of a vessel 
operating without nationality shall notify the Executive Secretary without undue delay. 

 

4 .  CPCs are encouraged, upon the consent of the flag State, to board and inspect vessels of non-CPCs 
conducting fishing or fishing related activities for tuna and tuna-like species and other species caught 
in association with these species, in waters of the Convention Area beyond national jurisdiction. 
Appropriate information collected from such boardings shall be reported to the Executive Secretary. 
If a CPC concludes, following boarding and inspection under this paragraph, that the non-CPC vessel 
was not, in fact, undermining ICCAT conservation measures, the vessel shall not be subject to the 
presumption under paragraph 1 of Rec. 98-11. 
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5. CPCs should encourage their fishing and support vessels that operate in the Convention Area to collect 
and report relevant information to their appropriate domestic authorities to support the vessel 
sighting process set forth in this Recommendation. 

 
6. The Executive Secretary shall promptly forward any information received pursuant to this 

Recommendation to all CPCs and report it to the Commission for consideration at the next ICCAT 
annual meeting.  

 
7. CPCs are encouraged to notify the Executive Secretary of their points of contact to facilitate 

cooperation and other appropriate actions under this recommendation. The Executive Secretary 
shall publish this information on the ICCAT website. 

 
8. This recommendation replaces and repeals Resolution by ICCAT on Compliance with the ICCAT 

Conservation and Management Measures (Res. 94-09) and the Recommendation by ICCAT on 
Transshipments and Vessel Sightings (Rec. 97-11). 
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SIGHTING INFORMATION SHEET 

1. Date of Sighting:            Time                  Day              Month               Year 
2. Position of Vessel Sighted: 

Latitude                                              Longitude 

3. Name of the Vessel Sighted: 
4. Flag Country: 
5. Port (and Country) of Registry: 
6. Type of Vessel: 
7. International Radio Call Sign: 
8. Registration Number: 
9. ICCAT Serial Number: 
10. IMO Number: 
11. Estimated Length Overall and Gross Tonnage:                                             m                                GT 
12. Fishing Gear Description (if applicable): 

Type:                                                                                                        Estimated quantity (units) 

13. Nationality of Captain:                                                         Officer:                                       Crew: 
14. Vessel Situation (Please check): 

[   ] Fishing                   [   ] Cruising                           [  ] Drifting 

[   ] Supplying              [   ] Transshipping               [  ] Other (Specify) 

15. Type of Activities of the Vessel Sighted (Please describe): 

 

16. Description of vessel: 

 

17. Other Relevant Information: 

18. THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS COLLECTED BY: 

 

NAME:                                                                                            TITLE:  

 

MEANS OF SIGHTING (including vessel/aircraft name, where 
appropriate):  

DATE: (Month) (Day)     (Year)                                                 SIGNATURE: 

 

Annex 
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19-10 GEN 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OBSERVERS IN 

ICCAT’S REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMS 
 
 

UNDERSCORING that safety of life at sea is a longstanding objective of international maritime 
governance, that observers collect data that are essential to the functions of the Commission, and that the 
health, safety, and welfare of observers is critical to their ability to perform their duties; 
 

RECALLING the regional observer programs (ROPs) established in the Recommendation by ICCAT on a 
Program for Transshipment (Rec. 16-15) and the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 
18-02 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean (Rec. 19-04); 
 

CONCERNED that ICCAT recommendations establishing these ROPs do not include requirements that 
adequately protect the health, safety, and welfare of observers; 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING the need for comprehensive and consistent requirements in ICCAT to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of observers, in particular to supply necessary safety equipment and to provide 
or ensure proper training and to establish emergency procedures with respect to ICCAT ROPs; 
 

RECALLING that the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watch 
keeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F), adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
in 1995, sets forth safety training standards for personnel serving onboard seagoing fishing vessels; 

 
NOTING the commitments in international law, including the provisions of the International 

Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, with regard to the development of an international maritime 
search and rescue plan for the rescue of persons in distress at sea; 
 

NOTING existing contracts between the ICCAT Secretariat and ICCAT ROP observer providers that 
include observer health and safety requirements as well as associated materials establishing procedures 
for the implementation of such requirements; 

 
ALSO RECALLING the Resolution by ICCAT on harmonisation and improved observer safety (Res. 19-16); 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 

ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 
The following shall apply to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of observers deployed pursuant to ICCAT 
ROPs established in the Recommendation by ICCAT on a Program for Transshipment (Rec. 16-15) and the 
Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 18-02 establishing a multi-annual management 
plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 19-04): 
 
1. The observer provider shall provide or ensure observers have received safety training before they are 

deployed on a vessel for the first time and at appropriate intervals thereafter. Such training program 
must, at a minimum, meet the International Maritime Organization (IMO) safety training standards. 

 
2. Before deploying an observer on a vessel for a trip, the observer provider shall ensure the observer is 

issued the following safety equipment: 
 

a) an independent two-way satellite communication device suitable for use at sea and a waterproof 
personal life-saving beacon, which may consist of a single device such as a Satellite Emergency 
Notification Device, or a combination of an independent two-way satellite-based device, (e.g. an 
inReach messaging device) and a personal locator beacon (e.g., a ResQ Link device); and 

 

b) other safety equipment, such as personal flotation devices (PFDs) and immersion suits, 
appropriate to the specific fishing operations and activities, including ocean area and distance 
from shore. 
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3. The observer provider shall have a designated contact point for deployed observers to use in cases of 
emergency. 
 

4. The observer provider must have an established procedure for contacting and being contacted by the 
observer and the vessel, and, if necessary, for contacting the competent authority of the flag CPC or 
non-CPC. This procedure must provide for regularly scheduled contact with observers to confirm their 
health, safety, and welfare status and clearly describe the steps that must be taken in the event of 
various emergencies, including situations where an observer dies, is missing or presumed fallen 
overboard, suffers from a serious illness or injury that puts his or her health or safety at risk, has been 
assaulted, intimidated, threatened or harassed while on board a vessel, or if the observer requests to 
be removed from the vessel prior to the conclusion of the trip. 

 
5. Flag CPCs or non-CPCs shall ensure their vessels that carry observers under an ICCAT ROP are outfitted 

with appropriate safety equipment for the entirety of each voyage, including the following: 
 

a) A life raft of sufficient capacity for all persons onboard and with a certificate of inspection that is 
valid throughout the observer’s deployment; 

 
b) Life jackets or survival suits of sufficient number for all persons onboard, and compliant with 

relevant international standards, such as, where applicable,  the Cape Town Agreement; and 
 

c) A properly registered Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) and a Search and 
Rescue Transponder (SART) that will not expire until after the observer deployment ends. 

 
CPCs may choose to exempt their vessels less than 12m in length overall (LOA) and operating within 
5 nm of the baseline from the requirement to have an EPIRB.  
 

6. The observer provider shall not deploy an observer on a vessel unless and until the observer is allowed 
to inspect all vessel safety equipment and document and report its status to the observer provider; 
observers shall not be deployed on vessels with outstanding safety discrepancies, in particular if the 
vessel does not meet the requirements of paragraph 5. If, during deployment, the observer provider or 
flag CPC or non-CPC determines that a serious risk to the health, safety, or welfare of the observer 
exists, the observer shall be removed from the vessel unless and until the risk is addressed. 

 
7. Flag CPCs and non-CPCs with vessels carrying observers deployed under an ICCAT ROP shall develop 

and implement an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) to be followed in the event an observer dies, is missing 
or presumed fallen overboard, suffers from a serious illness or injury that threatens his or her health, 
safety, or welfare, or has been assaulted, intimidated, threatened or harassed. Such EAPs must include, 
inter alia, the elements in Annex 1 of this Recommendation. 
 
These EAPs shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary for posting on the ICCAT web site as soon as 
possible after the entry into force of this recommendation. New or amended EAPs shall be provided to 
the Executive Secretary for posting when they become available.  

   
8.  Beginning on 1 January 2021, vessels flagged to CPCs or non-CPCs that have not submitted EAPs shall 

not be eligible to carry an observer from an ICCAT ROP. Further, should available information indicate 
that an EAP is not consistent with the standards set out in Annex 1, the Commission may decide that 
the deployment of an observer on a vessel of the concerned flag CPC or non-CPC shall be delayed until 
the inconsistency has been sufficiently addressed. 

 
9. The Commission may also decide that a vessel is ineligible to carry an ICCAT regional observer where 

the flag CPC or non-CPC has previously failed to investigate any reported instances of observer 
interference, harassment, intimidation, assault, or unsafe working conditions or, where warranted, to 
take appropriate corrective action, consistent with their domestic law. 

 
10.  The observer provider and flag CPCs and non-CPCs with vessels carrying observers deployed under an 

 ICCAT ROP shall submit to the Executive Secretary reports on observer incidents triggering provisions 
 of the EAP, including any corrective action taken by the flag CPC or non-CPC. The Executive Secretary 
 shall transmit such reports to the Commission, consistent with applicable confidentiality rules, for its 
 review at each annual meeting or, where warranted, more frequently. 
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11. Flag CPCs and non-CPCs shall cooperate to the maximum extent possible with and provide for the 
participation of, as appropriate and consistent with domestic law, the CPC or non-CPC of the observer 
in search and rescue operations and investigations of cases where the observer dies, is missing or 
presumed fallen overboard, suffers from a serious illness or injury that threatens his or her health or 
safety, or has been assaulted, intimidated, threatened or harassed while on board a vessel. 

 
12.  The Executive Secretary shall notify concerned flag CPCs and non-CPCs that a condition of participating 

in any ICCAT ROP is the development, implementation, and submission of an EAP as described in 
paragraphs 7 and 8 above. 

 
13.  Nothing in this recommendation shall prejudice the exercise of discretion by the observer provider not 

to deploy an observer on a vessel because of concerns about risk to the observer’s health, safety, or 
welfare. 

 
14.  Nothing in this measure shall prejudice the rights of relevant CPCs and non-CPCs to enforce their laws 

with respect to the safety of observers consistent with international law. 
 
15.  This recommendation shall be reviewed three years after its adoption, taking into account any 

guidance from FAO on standards related to fisheries observer safety as requested by the Joint 
FAO/IMO/ILO Ad Hoc Working Group on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and Related 
Matters.   
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Annex 1  
Elements of ROP Emergency Action Plan (EAP) 

 
1. In the event that an ROP observer dies, is missing or presumed fallen overboard, the CPC or non-CPC 

to which the fishing vessel is flagged shall take necessary measures to require that the fishing vessel: 
 

a) immediately ceases all fishing operations; 
b) immediately notifies the appropriate Maritime Rescue Coordination Center (MRCC), flag CPC or 

non-CPC, and the observer provider; 
c) immediately commences search and rescue if the observer is missing or presumed fallen 

overboard, and searches for at least 72 hours, unless the observer is found sooner, or unless 
instructed by the flag CPC or non-CPC to continue searching1; 

d) immediately alerts other vessels in the vicinity by using all available means of communication; 
e) cooperates fully in any search and rescue operation; 
f) whether or not the search is successful, promptly returns to the nearest port for further 

investigation, as agreed by the flag CPC or non-CPC and the observer provider; 
g) promptly provides a report on the incident to the observer provider and appropriate flag State 

authorities; and 
h) cooperates fully in all official investigations, and preserves any potential evidence and the 

personal effects and quarters of the deceased or missing observer. 
 
2. In addition, in the event that an ROP observer dies while deployed, the flag CPC or non-CPC shall 

require that the fishing vessel ensure that the body is well-preserved for the purposes of an autopsy 
and investigation. 

 
3. In the event that an ROP observer suffers from a serious illness or injury that threatens his or her 

health or safety, the CPC or non-CPC to which the fishing vessel is flagged shall take necessary 
measures to require that the fishing vessel: 

 

a) immediately ceases fishing operations; 
b) immediately notifies the flag CPC or non-CPC, observer provider, and relevant MRCC to advise if 

a medical evacuation is warranted; 
c) takes all reasonable actions to care for the observer and provide any medical treatment available 

and possible on board the vessel; 
d) where necessary and appropriate, including as directed by the observer provider, if not already 

directed by the flag CPC or non-CPC, facilitates the disembarkation and transport of the observer 
to a medical facility equipped to provide the required care, as soon as practicable; and 

e) cooperates fully in any and all official investigations into the cause of the illness or injury. 
 
4. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 through 3, the flag CPC or non-CPC shall ensure that the appropriate 

MRCC, observer provider, and the Secretariat are immediately notified of the incident, actions taken 
or underway to address the situation, and any assistance that may be required. 

 
5. In the event that there are reasonable grounds to believe an ROP observer has been assaulted, 

intimidated, threatened, or harassed such that their health or safety is endangered and the observer 
or the observer provider indicates to the CPC or non-CPC to which the fishing vessel is flagged that 
they wish for the observer to be removed from the fishing vessel, the CPC or non-CPC to which the 
fishing vessel is flagged shall take necessary measures to require that the fishing vessel: 
 

a) immediately takes action to preserve the safety of the observer and mitigate and resolve the 
situation on board; 

b) notifies the flag CPC or non-CPC and the observer provider of the situation, including the status 
and location of the observer, as soon as possible; 

c) facilitates the safe disembarkation of the observer in a manner and place, as agreed by the flag 
CPC or non-CPC and the observer provider, that facilitates access to any needed medical 
treatment; and 

d) cooperates fully in any and all official investigations into the incident. 
 

1 In the event of force majeure, CPCs and non-CPCs may allow their vessels to cease search and rescue operations before 72 hours have 
elapsed. 
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6. In the event that there are reasonable grounds to believe that an ROP observer has been assaulted, 
intimidated, threatened, or harassed but neither the observer nor the observer provider wishes that 
the observer be removed from the fishing vessel, the CPC or non-CPC to which the fishing vessel is 
flagged shall take necessary measures to require that the fishing vessel: 

 
a) takes action to preserve the safety of the observer and mitigate and resolve the situation on board 

as soon as possible; 
b) notifies the flag CPC or non-CPC and the observer provider of the situation as soon as possible; 

and 
c) cooperates fully in all official investigations into the incident. 

 
7. If any of the events in paragraphs 1 through 5 occur, port CPCs or non-CPCs shall facilitate entry of 

the fishing vessel to allow disembarkation of the ROP observer and, to the extent possible, assist in 
any investigations if so requested by the flag CPC or non-CPC. 

 
8. In the event that, after disembarkation from a fishing vessel of an ROP observer, an observer provider 

identifies, such as during the course of debriefing the observer, a possible situation involving assault 
or harassment of the observer while on board the fishing vessel, the observer provider shall notify, 
in writing, the flag CPC or non-CPC and the Secretariat. 

 
9. If notified, under paragraph 5b, 6b, or 8, that an observer has been assaulted or harassed, the flag 

CPC or non-CPC shall 
 

a) investigate the event based on the information provided by the observer provider and take any 
appropriate action in response to the results of the investigation; 

b) cooperate fully in any investigation conducted by the observer provider, including providing the 
report to the observer provider and appropriate authorities of the incident; and 

c) promptly notify the observer provider and the Secretariat of the results of its investigation and 
any actions taken. 

 
10. CPCs shall also encourage vessels flying their flag to participate, to the greatest extent possible, in 

any search and rescue operations involving an ROP observer. 
 
11. Where requested, relevant observer providers and CPCs or non-CPCs shall cooperate in each other’s 

investigations, including providing their incident reports for any incidents indicated in paragraphs 1 
through 6 to facilitate any investigations as appropriate. 
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RECALLING that the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14 target 1 calls for States to prevent 
and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds; 

 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) constitute a 

significant part of marine pollution; 
 

RECOGNIZING that ghost fishing conducted by ALDFG constitutes an unmanaged and unsustainable 
exploitation of marine resources that leads to undesirable mortality of marine life; 

 
AWARE that retrieving ALDFG will contribute to reducing marine pollution; 

 
CONVINCED that the fishing industry can contribute significantly to reducing the amount of ALDFG; 

 
NOTING ICCAT Recommendation 03-12 which requires CPCs to mark their fishing gears; 

 
FURTHER NOTING that the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations' Committee on 

Fisheries endorsed Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear at its thirty-third session and 
further work to address ALDFG including the development of a comprehensive global strategy to tackle 
issues relating to ALDFG; 

 
ALSO AWARE of the need for an obligation for fishermen not only to mark the fishing gear, but also to 

report it when abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded, as well as to try to retrieve the gear where possible; 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING that retrieving ALDFG without knowing the position of the gear will be challenging; 
 

ALSO ACKNOWLEDGING that to prevent ghost fishing, efforts should be undertaken to retrieve ALDFG; 
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 
ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Each CPC shall ensure that its fishing  vessels  authorized  to  fish  species  managed  by  ICCAT  in 

the Convention area are prohibited from abandoning and discarding fishing gear except for safety 
reasons, and taking into account the special requirements of developing CPCs in relation to 
conservation and management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and 
development of fisheries for such stocks, and, in particular, with respect to artisanal and small-scale 
fisheries. 

 
2. For the purpose of this Recommendation, fishing gear is understood to mean fishing gear that poses 

a significant risk of ghost fishing when abandoned, lost or discarded in the ICCAT Convention area1. 
 

3. Each CPC shall ensure that: 
 

a) vessels 12 metres and above fishing for ICCAT species in the ICCAT Convention area, entitled  to 
fly its flag, have equipment2 on board to retrieve lost fishing gear; and 

 
b) the master of a vessel that has lost fishing gear  or  part  of  it  shall, to the extent possible,  make 

every reasonable attempt to retrieve it as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

1 The provisions in this Recommendation do not apply to longline gear. 
2 Equipment used to retrieve ALDFG could be a simple anchor attached to a strong rope or wire, or otherwise as defined in the CPCs’ 
domestic law. 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON ABANDONED, LOST OR OTHERWISE DISCARDED FISHING GEAR 
GEN 19-11 



2 

4. If the lost fishing gear cannot be retrieved, the master of the vessel shall notify the flag CPC within 24 
hours, or within 24 hours of returning to port when at-sea reporting is not possible, of the following: 
a) the name and call sign of the vessel; 
b) the type of lost fishing gear; 
c) the quantity of fishing gear lost; 
d) the date and time when the fishing gear was lost; 
e) the position where the fishing gear was lost; and 
f) the measures taken by the vessel to retrieve the lost fishing gear. 

 
5. Following retrieval of lost fishing gear, the master of the vessel shall notify the flag CPC within 24 hours, 

or within 24 hours of returning to port when at-sea reporting is not possible, of the following: 
 

a) the name and call sign of the vessel that has retrieved the fishing gear; 
b) the name and call sign of the vessel that lost the fishing gear (if known); 
c) the type of fishing gear retrieved; 
d) the quantity of fishing gear retrieved; 
e) the date and time when the fishing gear was retrieved; and 
f) the position where the fishing gear was retrieved. 

 
6. The flag CPC shall, without delay, notify the Executive Secretary of the information referred to in 

paragraphs 4 and 5. A summary of this information shall also be included in the CPCs' Annual Report 
to ICCAT. 

 
7. The Executive Secretary shall, without delay, post the information provided by CPCs on the ICCAT 

secure website. 
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19-12 TOR 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO CONTINUE THE DEVELOPMENT  

OF AN INTEGRATED ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM 
 

 
 RECALLING the Recommendation by ICCAT for the Development of an Online Reporting System (Rec. 16-
19) adopted by the Commission in 2016;  
 
 NOTING that the reporting requirements of the Commission are numerous and change over time and 
that any such system must, by its nature, be broad in scope and dynamic;  
 
 RECOGNISING the progress made to date by the Online Reporting Technology Working Group and the 
Secretariat in the initial development of the system;  
 
 ACKNOWLEDGING that the substantial scale of the project requires work beyond the initial target 
completion date of 2019;  
 
 DESIRING to continue to find ways to enhance the effective functioning of the Commission, including 
by reducing the burden associated with ICCAT reporting requirements for both the Secretariat and the CPCs 
and increasing access to valuable information;  

 
 

THE INTERATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNA RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. The deadline for completion by the Online Reporting Technology Working Group of the first phase of 

the online reporting system in relation to the elements of the required CPC Annual Reports shall be 
extended to 2021. The Working Group will present to the Commission for its consideration a prototype 
of the system in relation to this first phase in 2020, with the aim of completing necessary refinements 
in 2021 or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
2. To further the work on the first phase, the Online Reporting Technology Working Group shall meet at 

least once in 2020 and shall also continue to work virtually as required in order to meet the deadlines 
in paragraph 1 for production of a prototype as well as the completed first phase of the system. 

 
3. The Working Group shall remain active following the completion the first phase of the system until 

such time as the Commission decides otherwise. The tasks of the Working Group after 2021 shall be:  
 

a) To oversee the incorporation into the online reporting system of any new Annual Report 
requirements;  

b) To determine any redundant requirements for which reporting is no longer necessary and;  
c) With appropriate input from the Commission, to oversee development of additional system 

modules covering other ICCAT reporting requirements in order to establish a comprehensive and 
fully integrated online reporting system; 

d) And other tasks as the Commission may identify. 
 

4. In carrying out the above tasks, the Working Group shall work in consultation with the SCRS, 
Compliance Committee, and other subsidiary bodies of the Commission as necessary and appropriate.  

 
5. The Working Group shall continue to provide annual updates to the Commission regarding its 

activities, including presenting its proposal(s) for the content and format of the online reporting 
system and related modules for Commission consideration in order to inform their design and 
development. 

 
6. This Recommendation supplements the Recommendation by ICCAT for the Development of an Online 

Reporting System (Rec. 16-19). 
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19-13 MISC 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT REGARDING PARTICIPATION BY 

FISHING ENTITIES UNDER THE AMENDED ICCAT CONVENTION 
 

 
 RECALLING that, at its 18th Special Meeting in 2012, ICCAT adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT to 
Establish a Working Group to Develop Amendments to the ICCAT Convention (Rec. 12-10);  
 
 NOTING that one of the areas for which the Working Group was directed by the Commission to 
formulate proposed amendments (Annex 1 of the 2012 Recommendation) was “Non-party participation;”  
 
 RECALLING that the reference to “Non-party participation” reflected, inter alia, the will of the 
Commission to provide for an enhanced level of participation by “Fishing Entities” in the Commission for 
the purpose of strengthening the effective conservation and management of ICCAT species;  
 
 RECOGNIZING that the Working Group has, in accordance with its mandate, developed a series of 
“proposed amendments to the Convention with respect to the items identified in Annex 1” (of the 2012 
Recommendation);  
 
 FURTHER RECOGNIZING that this series of proposed amendments includes Annex 2 concerning Fishing 
Entities;  
 
 RECALLING that this Annex provides that, “Any Non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity that 
obtains Cooperating Status after 10 July 2013 shall not be considered a Fishing Entity for purposes of this 
Annex and, thus, shall not enjoy the same rights and obligations as Members of the Commission as set forth 
in Articles III, V, VII, IX, XI, XII, and XIII of the Convention;” 
 
  NOTING that this resolution is adopted concurrent with the amended Convention; 
 
The Commission hereby establishes and reaffirms that:  
 
1. Chinese Taipei is the only Fishing Entity that has received Cooperating Status within ICCAT prior to 10 

July 2013; and therefore, 
 

2. Chinese Taipei is the only Fishing Entity that has met the qualifications specified in Annex 2 to the 
Convention; and therefore, 

 
3. Upon entry into force of the amended Convention, including Annex 2, no Fishing Entity other than 

Chinese Taipei is to be eligible to participate in the work of the Commission pursuant to the provisions 
of that Annex.  
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19-14 SWO 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON DEVELOPMENT OF INITIAL MANAGEMENT 

OBJECTIVES FOR NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH 
 
 

 RECALLING that one of the main goals of the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2015-2020 is to evaluate 
precautionary management reference points and robust harvest control rules (HCR) through management 
strategy evaluations (MSE); 
 
 ANTICIPATING the transition to using management procedures, which the Commission has 
recommended for swordfish and other priority stocks to manage fisheries more effectively in the face of 
identified uncertainties, consistent with the Convention and the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Principles 
of Decision Making for ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures (Rec. 11-13); 
 
 ACKNOWLEDGING the Kobe Strategy Matrix as a harmonized format for RFMO science bodies to 
convey advice and that current management objectives for North Atlantic swordfish predate the Kobe 
Process, omitting benchmarks for fishing mortality (Rec. 17-02); 
 
 CONSIDERING that the Commission intends to complete an MSE for North Atlantic swordfish by 2022; 
 
 UNDERSTANDING that conceptual objectives are high-level aspirational objectives that verbalize a 
desired generic goal without including any specifics on a measurable target or timeframe for achievement, 
while operational objectives are more refined and more specific about measurable targets and the 
associated likelihood of achieving those targets over determined timeframes. Operational objectives are the 
key foundational component of any MSE; 
 
 SEEKING to advance the development of management procedures, as agreed by the Commission 
pursuant to the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Development of Harvest Control Rules and of Management 
Strategy Evaluation (Rec. 15-07); 
 
 NOTING that dead discards of swordfish may occur due to compliance with minimum size limits, the 
MSE process could be an opportunity to confirm initial SCRS advice that size limits in North Atlantic 
swordfish fisheries may not be achieving their purposes; 
 
 FURTHER NOTING ICCAT’s need to commit to developing final operational management objectives for 
North Atlantic swordfish in advance of their presentation to the Commission in 2021; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1. Management objectives should be established for North Atlantic swordfish. Operational objectives are 

to be based on the Convention’s objective: to maintain populations at or above levels that will support 
maximum sustainable catch (usually referred to as MSY). 

 
2. Panel 4 should, preferably during a 2021 intersessional meeting, use these conceptual objectives to 

develop initial operational management objectives for North Atlantic swordfish. A final set of 
operational management objectives would be proposed to the Commission for adoption in 2021. To 
facilitate this development, the following candidate management objectives should be considered: 

 
 a. Stock Status 

- The stock should have a greater than [__]% probability of occurring in the green quadrant of 
the Kobe matrix; 

 
 b.  Safety 

- There should be a less than [___]% probability of the stock falling below BLIM1 ; 
    

 
1 Recommendation 17-02, paragraph 6, identifies 0.4*BMSY as the interim limit reference point to be used when assessing stock status 
and providing management recommendations to the Commission. 
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 c.  Yield 
- Maximize overall catch levels; and, 

 
 d.  Stability 

- Any increase or decrease in TAC between management periods should be less than [__]%. 
 

3. In the development of the operating models, the Commission would like the SCRS to allow for the 
evaluation of minimum size limits as strategies to achieve management objectives. 

 
4. In developing initial operational management objectives, the candidate management objectives in 

paragraph 2 may be rejected, modified, or supplemented, as appropriate. Further, Panel 4 will need to 
consider the inclusion of timeframes.  

 
5. Panel 4 will provide its recommendations for initial management objectives to the SCRS Swordfish 

Species Group for review and consider any SCRS input before forwarding objectives to the Commission 
for consideration at its 2021 annual meeting. 

 
6. This resolution will be repealed upon adoption of final operational management objectives for North 

Atlantic swordfish by the Commission. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING that ICCAT has adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the 
Recommendation 18-02 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean (Rec. 19-04); 

 
NOTING that paragraphs 8 and 117 of Recommendation 19-04 calls for a discussion on potential 

additional measures for further strengthening the control and traceability of live bluefin tuna; 
 

FURTHER NOTING that ICCAT has adopted Recommendation 17-06 establishing an interim 
conservation and management plan for Western Atlantic bluefin tuna; 

 
CONSIDERING that additional measures on control and traceability may be required to reinforce the 

efforts made over the past years for the recovery of bluefin tuna in the ICCAT Convention area; 
 

CONSIDERING that the constitution of a Working Group under Panel 2 would contribute to facilitate 
progress on control and traceability measures on bluefin tuna through the discussion and exchanges 
drawing on the expertise available from all the Contracting Parties concerned; 

 
RECOGNIZING that this Working Group should be initiated without delay; 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 

CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 
 

1. A Working Group is established: 
 

a. to identify the weaknesses and loopholes that may reduce the effectiveness of the ICCAT control 
and traceability measures in force for the bluefin tuna fishery, from catching to post-harvest trade 
activities; 

 
b. to recommend to Panel 2 amendments to those measures, and/or additional measures, to 

strengthen the control and traceability of the ICCAT bluefin tuna fisheries; and 
 

c. to prevent any IUU fishing activities and the trading of illegal bluefin tuna. 
 

2. In carrying out the following tasks, the Working Group will mainly focus on the control and traceability 
measures applied to live Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna as foreseen in paragraphs 8 
and 117 of the Recommendation 19-04. In particular, the Working Group will: 

 
a. assess in the ICCAT Recommendations in force all the measures related to the control and 

traceability of live bluefin tuna, from the catching to the post-harvesting trade activities; 

b. identify the existing weaknesses and/or loopholes, including the lack of sufficient technical and 
operational details; 

c. identify specific corrective and/or additional measures to address those weaknesses and/or 
loopholes; and 

d. report, and as appropriate, submit to Panel 2 recommendations to adopt the corrective and /or 
additional measures referred to in subparagraph c. 

 

3. After having been discussed by the Working Group, any corrective and/or additional measures 
identified under paragraph 2 shall be presented to Panel 2. The measures related to the current 
electronic bluefin tuna catch documentation scheme (eBCD) shall be referred by Panel 2 to the 
PWG/eBCD Technical Working Group to evaluate their implementation and consider advice on 
necessary developments. Any new measure shall enter into force when the Commission adopts the 
related functionalities. 

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ESTABLISHING AN ICCAT WORKING GROUP 
ON BLUEFIN TUNA CONTROL AND TRACEABILITY MEASURES 

TOR 19-15 
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4. The Working Group will be assisted by the ICCAT Secretariat in its work and will be Chaired by the European 
Union. The Working Group shall hold a meeting back-to-back with the intersessional meeting of Panel 2 before 
the ICCAT Annual Meeting in November 2020. The Commission shall decide on the need for additional meetings 
of the Working Group at its 2020 Annual Meeting. 
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19-16 GEN 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON HARMONISATION AND IMPROVED OBSERVER SAFETY 

 
 

NOTING the regional observer programmes (ROP) established by ICCAT; 
 

RECALLING that the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watch 
keeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel (IMO STCW-F), adopted by the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) in 1995, sets forth safety training standards for personnel serving on board seagoing fishing vessels; 
 

ALSO RECALLING, where applicable, the 2012 Cape Town Agreement (CTA), adopted by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), that outlines fishing vessel standards and includes other 
regulations designed to protect the safety of crews and observers and to provide a level playing field for 
industry, and acknowledging that ratification of this agreement will address and increase observer safety 
through appropriate safety standards for vessels, safety equipment and communication equipment; 
 

NOTING the challenges faced by observers in relation to health, safety and welfare; 
 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the fourth meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO/ILO Ad Hoc Working Group on 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated  Fishing and Related Matters (JWG 4), which recommended that the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) consider how to promote fisheries observer safety globally 
through the most appropriate process and that this process should review available information and 
existing national and regional measures on the safety, security and working and living conditions of 
fisheries observers under existing observer programmes and be informed by the IMO, the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), and other relevant Organizations and stakeholders, taking into account the 
views expressed by the participants of JWG 4. 

 
RECOGNISING that challenges relating to health and safety for observers are global and solutions 

should be harmonised to the extent possible in order to ensure a level playing field and facilitate 
implementation at a national level; 
 

EMPHASISING that improved dialogue at the national level between the competent authorities and 
their fishing vessel operators is warranted; 
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1. The Commission will evaluate the outcomes of the fourth meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO/ILO Ad Hoc 

Working Group on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and Related Matters held in 
Torremolinos, Spain, 23-25 October 2019, and consider appropriate follow-up actions. 

 
2. CPCs will commit themselves to strengthening the dialogue with their fishing vessel owners, crew and 

operators with a view of raising awareness of the health and security challenges confronting 
observers, thus enhancing cooperation between crew members and observers. 
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19-17 GEN 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT AMENDING THE RESOLUTION 18-11 BY ICCAT ESTABLISHING A PILOT 

PROGRAM FOR THE VOLUNTARY EXCHANGE OF INSPECTION PERSONNEL  
IN FISHERIES MANAGED BY ICCAT 

 
 

RECALLING Ref. 75-02 for a Scheme of Joint International Inspection and Annex 7 of 
Recommendation 19-04 establishing a joint international inspection scheme for the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery, both relating to areas beyond national jurisdiction; 

FURTHER RECALLING paragraph 3 of Article IX of the ICCAT Convention and the General Outline of 
Integrated Monitoring Measures adopted at the 13th Special Meeting of the Commission (Ref. 02-31); 

NOTING the important role of the trap and farming related activities in the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery, part of these activities taking place within the waters under the 
jurisdiction of the Contracting Parties concerned; 

NOTING that joint inspection activities have been carried out by Contracting Parties in the Atlantic 
and other oceans; 

FURTHER NOTING that voluntary exchange of fisheries inspectors for bluefin tuna trap and farming 
related activities would equally benefit from an exchange of best practices and inspection expertise on 
such activities between Contracting Parties directly involved;  

NOTING that for bluefin tuna trap and farming activities, the fisheries inspector should only be 
authorized to observe the related control operations of the hosting Contracting Party and exchange of 
practices, information and experiences related to bluefin tuna trap and farming activities; 

RECOGNIZING that exchanges of inspectors and observers through a voluntary pilot program will 
contribute to the capacity of Contracting Parties, particularly developing Contracting Parties, to conduct at 
sea inspections in ICCAT fisheries; 

 
FURTHER RECOGNIZING that extending the voluntary pilot program to bluefin tuna trap and farming 

related activities would also contribute to the capacity of the Contracting Parties directly involved in the 
control of such activities; 

 
FURTHER RECOGNISING that the voluntary exchange of inspectors is subject to the domestic 

legislations of the Contracting Parties in force; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS RESOLVES THAT: 

Program objectives 

1. A pilot program is established for the voluntary exchange of inspection personnel to: 

a) participate in boarding and inspection activities as inspectors or as observing members of the 
inspection party (hereinafter referred to as “observers” for purposes of this Resolution) 
conducted by Contracting Parties in fisheries managed by ICCAT pursuant to their existing 
authorities;  

b) allow fisheries inspectors from Contracting Parties directly involved in bluefin tuna trap and 
farming activities, to observe, on a reciprocal basis, the inspection activities conducted with a 
previous agreement by the hosting Contracting Party;  
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c) facilitate exchanges that are intended to allow the sharing of information, best practices and 
expertise needed to strengthen at-sea inspection, traps and farming related control activities, 
capabilities and capacities, enhance cooperation and collaboration among Contracting Parties 
on these important areas of fisheries monitoring, control, and surveillance, and inform future 
discussions on this issue within ICCAT. 

2. On the conclusion of a standing or ad hoc bilateral agreement or arrangement referred to in 
paragraph 10, the pilot program referred to in paragraph 1 applies to vessels in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction or to bluefin trap and/or farming activities. 

Participation and points of contact 

3. All Contracting Parties are encouraged to participate in the pilot program referred to in paragraph 1 
and may join or leave it at any time. 

4. Contracting Parties interested in participating in the pilot program should submit to the ICCAT 
Executive Secretary the following information when applicable: 

a) National authority responsible for at-sea inspection and other supporting maritime agencies as 
may be appropriate,  

b) National authority responsible for the bluefin tuna trap and farming activities, and 

c) Designated point(s) of contact (POC) within that authority with responsibility for program 
implementation, including name, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail address. 

5. The ICCAT Executive Secretary will make the information provided under paragraph 4 available on 
the public portion of the ICCAT website, taking into consideration national personal data protection 
rules. 

Pilot program process and procedures 

6. Contracting Parties that have elected to participate in the pilot program should communicate with 
one another to identify opportunities for exchanges of inspectors or observers at sea pursuant to this 
pilot program. 

Contracting Parties participating in the pilot program for BFT trap and farming activities, should 
ensure that the inspectors exchanged under this program are only authorized by the hosting 
Contracting Party to observe the related control operations. 

7. Contracting Parties: 
 
a) deploying patrol vessels in fisheries managed by ICCAT should consider their participation in 

the pilot program in developing patrol plans and strive, where possible, to arrange patrols that 
can accommodate one or more personnel from other Contracting Parties.  

b) developing inspection plans on their bluefin tuna trap and farming related activities, should 
consider inviting other Contracting Parties engaged in such activities to send inspectors to 
observe control related activities in their trap and farms and, 

c) will provide relevant information to other participating Contracting Parties, as appropriate, in 
order to determine their interest in an exchange of inspectors or observers, either on a 
particular patrol or on a bluefin tuna trap and/or farm, that may be planned in the future. 

8. Contracting Parties wishing to place inspectors or observers on another Contracting Party’s 
inspection vessel, or wishing to observe a bluefin tuna trap and/or farming inspection activity, 
should contact the POC of the Contracting Party that has provided information under paragraph 7, to 
indicate its interest. 
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9. When a Contracting Party has provided notice of its interest in an exchange of personnel under 
paragraph 8, the concerned Contracting Parties should consult to determine whether such an 
exchange could be accommodated, taking into consideration operational and administrative 
limitations, as well as training, expertise, operational and information on safe, security, medical and 
physical requirements, authorization for the venue of the inspections and inspection capacities.  
 
Contracting Parties deploying inspection vessel(s) should make special efforts to accommodate 
requests from developing Contracting Parties, in particular. 

 
10. Contracting Parties that have chosen to establish an exchange of personnel under this pilot program 

should enter into a standing or ad hoc bilateral agreement or arrangement to address relevant 
details of the deployment, including for the purpose of sea boarding and whether the scope of the 
agreement should be limited to inspections in areas beyond or within national jurisdiction or include 
national EEZs, or only the site of the bluefin tuna trap and/or farm. 
 
The bilateral agreement or arrangement should also determine the role of personnel deployed under 
the arrangement or agreement, as well as further provisions for the cooperative deployment of 
inspectors or observers and the use of vessels, aircraft or other resources for fisheries surveillance 
and control purposes, and the protection of law enforcement sensitive or otherwise confidential or 
protected information from inappropriate disclosure. 
 

11. The Contracting Party of the inspection personnel deployed should be responsible for all issues 
associated to safety, medical and physical requirements during the deployment.   

Reporting and review 

12. Contracting Parties who engage in such exchanges should coordinate reporting to the Commission 
annually on any activities carried out under the pilot program for consideration by the Permanent 
Working Group for the Improvement of Statistics and Conservation (PWG). Contracting Parties are 
also encouraged to provide information related to joint inspection activities at sea undertaken 
outside the context of this pilot program, as appropriate. 

13. This pilot program should be reviewed no more than 3 years after adoption. 
 
Repeals 

 
14. This Resolution repeals Resolution by ICCAT establishing a pilot program for the voluntary exchange of 

inspection personnel in fisheries managed by ICCAT (Res. 18-11). 
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