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Composition of the CCC Subcommittee

• Staff from all 8 Councils:
• Deirdre Boelke (NEFMC)
• Jessica Coakley (MAFMC) 
• Mark Fitchett (WPFMC)
• John Froeschke (GMFMC) 
• Kerry Griffin (PFMC) 
• Roger Pugliese (SAFMC) 
• Miguel Rolon (CFMC) 
• Dave Witherell (NPFMC) 

• With assistance from NOAA 

Fisheries: 

• Heather Sagar 
• Tim Haverland
• Michelle Lennox
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The Terms of Reference (TORs) 

• 1. Assist CCC in reacting to 30 by 30 initiative.
• 2. Prepare report on Area-based Measures in U.S. EEZ:

• Evaluate existing EEZ fishery area closures relative to the 30 
by 30 initiative. 

• Discuss pros and cons of area-based management.
• Objectives and expected benefits of area-based management 

tool for diversity of ecosystems under Councils’ jurisdictions.
• 3. Prepare journal article on area-based measures for marine 

fisheries in U.S. 
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Meetings of the Subcommittee (since Oct. 2021)

November 1

• Discussed GIS needs and IUCN 
OECM criteria

November 30

• Discussed evaluation criteria 
and evaluation templates

January 10

• Discussed draft evaluation 
tables

March 16

• Reviewed evaluation tables

March 30

• Reviewed final evaluation tables and 
additional sections for draft report

April 20

• Reviewed final draft of report and 
discussed CCC presentation and 
preparation of journal article

Meeting minutes are available in CCC posted materials
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What’s in the Report?

1.  Introduction

2. Identification of Conservation Areas

3. Synthesis of Conservation Areas

4. Pros and Cons of Area-Based Approaches

5. Summary

6. References 

7.  Preparers 

8. Appendices

Appendix A - Regional Profiles of Conservation Areas - text, maps, and tables

Appendix B - Conservation Worksheets by Region (separate, lengthy file)
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• Background on the Council process and US Fisheries
• Summary of Magnuson Stevens Fishery and Conservation Act 

(MSA) Requirements 
• Purpose of the Report
• Crosswalk of Ten National Standards of the MSA and eight key 

principles for conserving and restoring US lands and waters 
outlined in the America the Beautiful (ATB) Report (Table 1).

• Very similar goals of science based decisions, strong 
collaboration, and conservation measures that support job 
creation and communities.

1. Introduction
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Draft Definition (as developed by Subcommittee): 
1) an established, geographically defined area, with, 

2) planned management or regulation of environmentally adverse fishing 
activities, that,

3) provides for the maintenance of biological productivity and 
biodiversity, ecosystem function and services (including providing 
recreational opportunities and healthy, sustainable seafood to a diverse 
range of consumers). 

Note: This draft definition has been shared with NOAA Fisheries                                
in comments letters from the CCC and individual Councils.

2.   Identification of Conservation Areas (Definition)
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• Subcommittee developed criteria for identifying a conservation 
area per Executive Order 14008 through 4 steps (Table 2 in Report)

• Incorporated characteristics of “other effective area-based 
conservation measures” (OECMs) as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

• Included steps specific to ATB Report Principles

• If an area meets all 4 steps, then it qualifies as a conservation area

2.   Identification of Conservation Areas (Criteria)
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• Step 1: Does the area meet the working definition of 
conservation area?

• Step 2: Governance Type/Management Entity?

• Step 3: Objective of the Area? (3 Categories Identified)

• Step 4: Does the area meet some, ideally most of the ATB 
Principles? 

2.   Identification of Conservation Areas (Criteria)

Ecosystem 
Conservation

Year-round 
Fishery 

Management

Seasonal Fishery 
Management/ 

Other
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• The Subcommittee also developed an evaluation process for 
candidate conservation areas. Two separate tools.

1. Worksheet - to document how each area qualifies as a 
conservation area (Table 3)

2. Checklist - to evaluate and monitor the effectiveness of a 
conservation area (Table 4)
• Metrics include: enforceability, climate change resiliency, 

stakeholder participation, research/biological monitoring, 
and public access.

• If a specific element is determined not to be effective, 
actionable strategies should be included to improve 
effectiveness.

2.   Identification of Conservation Areas (Evaluation)
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2.   Identification of Conservation Areas (Evaluation)

Evaluation of Conservation Areas (Tables 3 and 4)
Completed for every area included in report (See App B)
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3.   Synthesis of Conservation Areas (Table 5, # of Areas)
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3.   Synthesis of Conservation Areas (Table 6, By Objective nm2)
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3.   Synthesis of Conservation Areas (Table 6, Coverage year-round,  nm2)
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3.   Synthesis of Conservation Areas (Table 6, Coverage seasonally,  nm2)
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4. - 7. Remaining Sections of Report

4. Pros and Cons of Area-Based Approaches

Conservation areas are only one tool. To battle climate change will 
need to use multiple tools. Area closures may not be flexible enough.  

5. Summary

Council process consistent with ATB principles. Sustainable plans are in 
place that have been developed in a collaborative and transparent way. 
Broad range of approaches needed to fulfill multiple goals of 
conservation, while also supporting vibrant fishing communities, and 
addressing challenges of climate change.  

6. References

7. List of Preparers 
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⮚ Appendix A: Regional Profiles 
of Conservation areas 
(summary tables, maps)

⮚ Appendix B: Worksheets and 
Checklists by Region

8.   Appendices
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Appendices (Summary Tables)
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Appendices (Maps)
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Appendices (Maps)
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Next Steps for the ABM Subcommitee

• Complete regional maps and conservation area calculations 
(additional GIS staff resources needed) 

• Continue to coordinate with NOAA Fisheries on Atlas database 
as needed

• Support the CCC on the development of any position 
statements on this issue

• Prepare journal article on use of area-based management in US 
fisheries management and conservation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
National level guidance that is applied regional.  



Questions?
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