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SEFSC scientific staff and roles
Craig Brown : SCRS Chair
John Walter : W-BFT Chair
Matthew Lauretta : YFT Chair
Guillermo Diaz: Stock assessment
Dean Courtney: Lead assessment, sharks
John Carlson: Special Advisor on Shark Depredation to DUSOA (Laura Grimm)
Eric Orbesen: Oceanic and Coastal Pelagics Branch
Derke Snodgrass: Oceanic and Coastal Pelagics Branch

SCRS Meeting Participation:Hybrid meetings have expanded access, but ICCAT SCRS meetings 
are not open to the public. U.S. scientists who want to participate in an SCRS meeting as a 
member of the U.S. delegation must submit a request to the U.S. head scientist for the SCRS 
(Guillermo.diaz@noaa.gov) or acting Sustainable Fisheries Division Director John Walter 
(john.f.walter@noaa.gov) well in advance. Alternatively, you may request ICCAT to receive 
observer status through a recognized organization at least 50 days in advance.

mailto:Guillermo.diaz@noaa.gov
mailto:john.f.walter@noaa.gov


2026 SCRS (‘formal’) meetings
1) Feb 3. Meeting of the ad-hoc working group on coordination of tagging information (online).
2) Feb 24-25.  Intersessional meeting of the Subcommittee on Statistics (online).
3) Mar 9-12.  First intersessional meeting of the bluefin tuna species group (online).
4) Mar 23-27. SA and Med Swordfish data preparatory meeting (hybrid).
5) Apr 13-17. Albacore data preparatory meeting (hybrid).
6) Apr 20-22. Intersessional meeting of the Tropical tunas species group (including MSE) (hybrid).
7) Apr 27. Meeting of the standing group on dialogue between fishery scientists and managers (online).
8) May 18-22. Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch (hybrid).
9) May 25-28.  Meeting of the Working Group on stock assessment methods. (hybrid).
10) Jun 8-12. North Atlantic shortfin mako stock assessment meeting (hybrid).
11) Jun 22-25. Albacore stock assessment meeting (hybrid).
12) Jul 1-4. Second intersessional meeting of the bluefin tuna species group (hybrid).
13) Jul 13-17. Swordfish stock assessment meeting (hybrid).
14) Sep 14-19.  Species groups and Subcommittee on Statistics meetings (hybrid).
15) Sep 21-25. SCRS Plenary meeting (hybrid).
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Tropical Tunas (YFT/BET/SKJ)
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1) Intersessional meeting of the Tropical Tunas species Group (including MSE)
Madrid, April 20-22 (Hybrid)

January-March: Refine CMPs based on new management objectives, improve realism and 
responsiveness to changes in all three stocks. Document updates in TSD. 

April-July: Present progress on MSE and CMPs evaluations to the tropical tuna Species Group and S
CRS. 

September: CMP refinement based on feedback from in-person meeting. 

September: Present the draft final multispecies MSE results to the SCRS during Species Group 
Meeting for adoption by Species Group and Plenary. 

September - November: Prepare communication materials for ICCAT Commission meeting.
 
November: Present the multispecies MSE final results to Panel 1 for consideration for MP adoption. 

Prioritize Ambassador/Commission team meetings.
Virtual technical team meetings to be scheduled as needed. 
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Delayed to recondition models with 
BET assessment results

Tropical Tunas (YFT/BET/SKJ)



Tropical Tunas Western SKJ
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- Development of W-SKJ  MSE

January – September: Development of scientific aspects of exceptional circumstance protocols. 
October – November: Provision of final inputs on ECP to Commission. 
January – November: Preparation of communication materials related to ECP. 

- Improvement of Biological parameters

a) Continue to support activities related to the AOTTP
b) Emphasis on age and growth



YFT Stock Status
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BET Stock Status
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E-SKJ Stock Status
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W-SKJ Stock Status
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Rec 25-02 TAC of 30,844 t derived from MP for 2026, 2027, and 2028.  



ALBACORE
1) ALB data preparatory meeting. April 13-17 (hybrid), San Sebastian

2) S-ALB stock assessment meeting. June 22-25 (hybrid), Madrid.

N-ALB workplan:

- Update CPUEs for MSE.

- Test alternative MPs (model based or empirical) to provide advice to the 
Commission on alternative new MPs.
- Determine if EC occur.
- Continue electronic tagging.
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S-ALB workplan

- Conduct a full stock assessment using an age structure model (e.g., stock synthesis)

- Review and update the OM conditioning based on assessment model outputs.

- Specify and agree additional robustness Oms.

-  Define and agree performance indicators consistent with [Res. 24-09].

M-ALB workplan

- Continue the recovery of Task 1 and 2 data.

- Develop a growth model that integrates the results of different studies.
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N-ALB Stock Status
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S-ALB Stock Status
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BLUEFIN TUNA

1) First Intersessional meeting of the bluefin tuna species group, March 9-12 
(Online)

2) Second Intersessional meeting of the bluefin tuna species group. Nara, Japan, 
July 1-4 (Hybrid)

- The primary focus of the Committee on bluefin tuna for 2026 and beyond is the status check 
and MSE review 

- Continue to support activities of the Atlantic-Wide bluefin tuna Research program

- Exceptional Circumstances determination.

- Work on responses to the Commission. Support Japan proposal to measure fish at first 
transfer with AI
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BLUEFIN TUNA Stock Status
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ETAC: 48,403 t
rec 25-04

WTAC: 2,568t
rec 25-05



Sharks
1) North Atlantic shortfin mako stock assessment meeting (including BSH MSE).  
June 8-12 (Hybrid). Lisbon, Portugal.

- In 2026 finalize the SMA stock assessment initiated in 2025 incorporating the LL 
combined CPUE index and consider using new biological information.

- In advance to the SMA assessment meeting, hold multiple ‘informal’ meetings 
online to discuss the combined index, model specification, assessment platforms, 
data inputs and assumptions.

- Continue the activities of the Shark Research and Data Collection Program 
(SDCRP)

- Continue to participate in the SCRS Technical Gear Changes and Electronic 
monitoring system sub-groups.
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Shortfin Mako Stock Status
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South



Blue Shark Stock Status
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Porbeagle (NW) Stock Status
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SWORDFISH (South Atlantic and Med)

1) Swordfish data preparatory meeting. Madrid, Spain, Mar 23-27 (hybrid).
2) Swordfish stock assessment meeting.  Madrid, Spain, Jul 13-17 
(hybrid).

- Conduct a South Atlantic and Mediterranean stocks assessments.
- Continue enhancing the understanding of the species biology.
- Continue advancing the work of the N-SWO MSE.
- Continue the work on environmental effects.
- Advance the application of methods to estimate dead/live discards.
- Explore a combined LL index for S-SWO.
- Assess use of trap-line gear in Med.
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N-Swordfish Stock Status
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S-Swordfish Stock Status



Billfish

- No intersessional meeting of the billfish species group will be conducted in 2026

- Continue to improve the task 1 and 2 statistics including the estimation and reporting of 
dead/live discards.
- Continue to support the activities of the Enhanced Program for Billfish Research.
- Continue the electronic tagging of white and blue marlin in the recreational fishery of off 
southern Portugal and electronic/conventional tagging in the Eastern Atlantic.
- Explore the possibility of developing a combined LL CPUE for billfish.
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Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods

- Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods meeting. Madrid, Spain. May 25-28 
(hybrid).

- Review the methodologies used to estimate dead/live discards.
- Focus on recruitment assumptions of projections and ways to characterize stock status under  

non-stationarity conditions.
- Review aspects of stock assessmentf brought to its attention by SCRS Species Groups in 
advance of the next meeting. 
.
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Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch

- Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch (hybrid). Madrid, Spain. May 18-22 
(hybrid).

- Continue the development of the Ecosystem Report Card.

- Develop a bycatch research program.
- Continue to review and refine the ICCAT list of bycatch species.
- Continue to participate in the Technical Gear Changes sub-group.
- Coordinate with other tRFMOs on approaches to assess and mitigate bycatch
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Major Themes
Target species- nearly all green (except Med + SAtl 
SWO)
Bycatch species- nearly all red

“The Committee noted that estimated fishing mortality for [white marlin] 
declined and remained low over the last ten years. However, the stock 
showed limited recovery. The prevailing hypothesis was that not all 
mortality sources, including bycatch, were accounted for. “
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QUESTIONS?
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