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MEMORANDUM 

 
March 23, 2016 

To: Rachel Feeney, NEFMC Atlantic Herring Interim FMP Coordinator 

From:   Ashton Harp, ASMFC Interstate Atlantic Herring FMP Coordinator 

RE:  Update on Amendment 3 to the Interstate Atlantic Herring FMP 
 

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission approved Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic Herring in February 2016. Amendment 3 will become effective 
on June 1, 2016. 
 
Amendment 3 pilots a new spawning closure system, modifies the fixed gear set-aside, and includes 
an empty fish hold provision contingent on federal adoption. These measures were implemented to 
integrate recent data into management decisions and respond to changes in the stock structure and 
the fishery. The following is a summary of the new or modified management measures. 
 
Spawning Closure System: The Atlantic Herring Section (Section) granted a one-year pilot of a 
new method, known as the GSI30-Based Forecast System (forecast system), to be tested in the 
2016 fishing season. The intent of the forecast system is to more closely align the spawning 
closures with the onset of spawning. Herring maturity will be tracked over time to forecast a 
respective spawning closure date, instead of waiting for a ‘significant’ amount of spawners to 
appear in samples and then close. After 2016, the Section has the option to permanently 
implement the forecast system or to revert back to the length-based closure system (from prior 
years).  
 

Fixed Gear Set-Aside (FGSA): The Section removed the November 1 FGSA rollover date so that it 
is now a year-round allocation to Maine fixed gear fishermen, west of Cutler, in state waters. The 
state and federal FMPs are inconsistent on this issue—the Commission would like the Council to 
consider establishing the FGSA as a year-round allocation in the next NEFMC Framework 
Adjustment and/or the 2019-2021 specifications package.  
 

Empty Fish Hold Provision: Contingent on federal approval, the Section approved an empty fish 
hold provision for Category A and B Atlantic herring vessels with the ability to pump fish (rather 
than all A and B vessels which is the preferred alternative in Framework 4). The intent was to 
exclude freezer vessels that process and package herring at sea. Should these vessels have to 
come to dock early (with a less than full hold) due to weather or mechanical issues they would 
not be required to unload, thereby minimize docking fees. The implementation of this measure 
in state waters is contingent on federal approval via Herring Framework Adjustment 4, which is 
currently under review by NOAA Fisheries. 
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