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Woods Hole Laboratory
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Mr. Thomas Nifes . SEP 182019
New England Fishery Management Council

50 Water Street, Mill 2 NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
Newburyport, MA 01950 MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

thies@nefmc.org

Dear Mr. Nies,

At the last New England Fishery Management Council meeting the Northeast Fisheries Science
Center (NEFSC) stated that we would review the Summary Report of the Review of Sea Scallop
Survey Methodologies and Their Integration for Stock Assessment and Fishery Management. A
Table is included here with the recommendations from the review and the actions taken in
response.

This is a NEFSC perspective and we want the Council to be aware that partners in the Scallop
Research Set Aside Program have also been responsive to the recommendations. Thus, the
attached table is not comprehensive for the region and represents actions taken by the NEFSC
or that the NEFSC has been involved in. We would be happy to provide additional detail on any
of the actions taken or underway by NEFSC.

From our perspective, there are three big takeaways.

1) Most of the review recommendations have been addressed. Some research is
ongoing, but in general the recommendations were used to improve scallop surveys.
The one exception is the recommendation to “devise an optimal and integrated
statistical survey design”.

2) The Research Set Aside program for Scallops has been critical in addressing elements
of the survey program review. This reiterates the RSA Review conclusion that
“Research Set Aside programs [are] performing well, and generally regarded as
highly successful, especially the Scallop RSA program.”

3) Both the Survey Program Review and the RSA Program Review called for
development of an integrated scallop survey design.



Thus, as we address the RSA Program review, we should also work to address this remaining

recommendation from the Scallop Survey Review: “devise an optimal and integrated statistical
survey design”.

The NEFSCis interested and willing to work with the NEFMC on developing an integrated
statistical survey design.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Hare
Science and Research Director
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