
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930 

January 18, 2023 

VIA EMAIL 

Eric Reid   
New England Fishery Management Council, Chair 
50 Water Street, Mill 2 
Newburyport, MA 01950 

Michael Luisi 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, Chair 
800 North State Street, Suite 201  
Dover, DE 19901 

Dear Eric and Mike:  

Last year we notified the Councils that we would not publish a solicitation for proposals to support a 
2023 Monkfish Research Set-Aside (RSA) Program due to the limited use of monkfish RSA days-at-sea 
(DAS) and resulting lack of funding.  However, the monkfish RSA funding landscape may be improving 
given changing conditions for the fishery.  Therefore, in the interest of supporting cooperative monkfish 
research and the Monkfish RSA Program, we intend to publish a Notice of Funding Opportunity as soon 
as possible after the Councils have approved monkfish RSA priorities at your upcoming meetings.  This 
is much later than normal and it is unlikely that awards and vessel permits will be in place by May 1, the 
start of the monkfish fishing year.  We are exploring the possibility of an abbreviated solicitation period, 
but this will still result in awards being made later than usual.  A late award date should not compromise 
the ability for supported projects to meet budget requirements as long as there is sufficient incentive for 
the limited access monkfish fishery to pay for RSA DAS fishing opportunities.  

While we expect program funding potential may improve due to increasing demand for RSA DAS 
fishing opportunities, there is still uncertainty if it will be sufficient to cover costs associated with 
cooperative monkfish research.  We look forward to working with the Councils in 2023 to further assess 
the long-term viability of the Monkfish RSA Program.  

Sincerely, 

Michael Pentony 
Regional Administrator 
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