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12-month Finding under the ESA
Published June 19, 2019 (84 FR 28630)

1. Released a Status Review Report
 Status of alewife and blueback herring range wide
 Status of four alewife Distinct Population Segments 

(DPS) and three blueback DPS. 
2. Listing is “Not Warranted” at this time
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Status Review Team
Expertise in river herring biology/ecology and/or 
expertise in population ecology or fisheries 
management. 

Members from:
● NOAA Fisheries,
● U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, 
● Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife,
● Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries,
● New York Department of Environmental Conservation, and
● South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
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Status Review Team Tasks

1. Compile the best available information on the 
status and the threats to river herring

2. Identify any DPS (Distinct Population Segments)
3. Assess the risk of extinction of whole populations 

and any identified DPS for both species
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What can be listed under the ESA?
Fish and Wildlife that may be listed (16 U.S.C 1532(15)):

1. Species
2. Subspecies 
3. DPS (Distinct population segment)

Two criteria must be met (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996):
I. Discrete
II. Significant
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1. Markedly separated from other populations of the same 
taxon as a consequence of physical, physiological, 
ecological, or behavioral factors
 E.g., genetic or morphological evidence of separation

2. Delimited by international governmental boundaries

Are the Populations Discrete?
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9 Discrete Populations
- Discrete based on genetic evidence of regional groupings
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Factors considered:
• Persistence in an unusual or unique ecological setting

• Loss would result in a significant gap in the range of 
the taxon

• Represents only surviving natural occurrence of a 
taxon

• Differs markedly from other populations of the species 
in its genetic characteristics

Are the Discrete Populations Significant?
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4 Alewife and 3 Blueback DPS
-Significant based on “significant gap”
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Status Assessment 
Qualitative Ranking

1. Demographic Risks (4 factors)
• Abundance
• Growth Rate/Productivity
• Spatial Structure
• Diversity

2. Threats  

3. Overall Extinction Risk
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Qualitative Assessment 
Use specific criteria to rank the demographic, threats, and overall 
extinction risk

Demographic criteria example
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Qualitative Assessment 
Threats ranking example
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Significant Portion of Its Range (SPR)

 No SPR identified for alewife

• Reviewed several areas for blueback

• Mid-Atlantic

• Long Island Sound area

• Mid-New England stock complex

 No SPR identified for blueback herring
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Final Determination
• Alewife and blueback herring are at historically low 

levels due largely to habitat impacts and fishing 
pressures over many decades

• Life history traits of the species continue to support 
robust populations in portions of their ranges

• With recent fisheries management efforts in place to 
reduce the risk from fishing mortality and continued 
habitat improvement efforts - low population areas 
may also see improvements

Listing is “Not Warranted” at this time
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Future Considerations

• Continue fisheries management efforts to ensure a 
reduced risk from fishing mortality

• Consult with the Technical Expert Working Group for 
River Herring regarding conservation planning
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