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Proactive Accountability Measures 
Framework Adjustment 48 revised the proactive 
recreational accountability measures (AMs) 

 Regional Administrator (RA) may adjust measures 
to ensure the fishery will achieve, but not exceed, its 
sub-ACL. 

 To the extent possible, changes would be made 
before the fishing year begins. 

 The RA would consult with the Council (or 
Council’s designee) to tell what measures are under 
consideration. 
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Proactive Accountability Measures 
 The Council provided guidance on its preference of measures 

that NMFS should consider if additional recreational effort 
controls are necessary to reduce GOM cod or GOM haddock 
catches:  

 Cod: increases to minimum fish sizes, then adjustments to 
seasons, followed by changes to bag limits.  

 Haddock: increases to minimum size limits, then changes 
to bag limits, and adjustments to seasons last. 

 

 The Council’s guidance does not restrict NMFS’s discretion 
in selecting management measures that would best achieve, 
but not exceed, the recreational sub-ACL.  

 

 

 3 



Proactive Accountability Measures 
 The Council would provide its Recreational 

Advisory Panel (RAP) an opportunity to meet and 
discuss the proposed management measures, if time 
allows. 

 

 These AMs require development in consultation 
with the Council, because the appropriate suite of 
measures (e.g., bag limit, minimum fish size, 
season) depends on the ACL specified. 
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Process Overview 
 The Recreational Advisory Panel (RAP) met on November 17 

and reviewed the possible proactive AMs for FY 2016 and 
made recommendations. 

 

 The Groundfish Committee met on November 18 and 
reviewed the recommendations of the RAP and possible 
proactive AMs for FY 2016 made recommendations. 

 

 Today, the Council will review the RAP and Committee 
recommendations, and develop Council recommendations 
to NMFS for proactive AMs for GOM cod and GOM haddock 
for FY 2016. 
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Possible FY 2015 Recreational Sub-ACLs 
from draft Framework Adjustment 55: 

157 mt for Gulf of Maine cod 

 

 

928 mt for Gulf of Maine haddock 
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Possible Changes in  

Recreational sub-ACLs (mt) 

Stock FY 2015 FY 2016 % Change 

GOM cod 121 157 +30% 

GOM haddock 372 926 +149% 
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HADDOCK – RAP and Committee's recommendations are identical: 
• Minimum size: 15 inches 
• Seasons: all open except March 1-April 14 (during wave 2) 
• Bag Limit: 15 fish 
 
COD- RAP and Committee’s recommendations are different for open seasons: 
• Minimum size: 24 inches 
• Seasons: RAP recommends wave 4 open (July-August) while Committee 

 recommends wave 5 open (September- October) 
• Bag Limit: 1 fish 

See Doc # 4e 



For Today’s Council Discussion 
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1) What are the Council’s recommendations 
to NMFS for FY 2016? 

 

2) Do you wish to suggest that NMFS looks at 
different approaches? If so, what might 
those be? 


