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The purpose of this document is to provide a succinct introduction to the types of floating offshore wind 
projects that could be deployed in the New England Region, as well as a summary of the potential 
positive and negative effects on the species of fish and shellfish managed by NEFMC and their habitats. 
While there is the potential for effects on protected resources, these are not discussed here. This 
document also summarizes other human activities, including fishing, that may interact with floating 
wind farms.  Given that existing floating wind installations are all pilot projects, there is not a body of 
literature on floating wind farm effects specifically. Given this reality, combined with the existence of an 
earlier offshore wind background document authored by MAFMC, this document will seek to summarize 
recent research (since approximately 2016) on the environmental effects of offshore wind, and 
identifying areas where floating turbine effects might be expected to fixed turbine effects.  

Activity Overview 

● Summarize permitting authorities and siting process/guidelines, regulatory framework.  
● Describe potential future extent of this activity in the New England Region.  
● Describe installation methods, operations and maintenance, and removal.  

○ Include three primary design types - Hywind, WindFloat, and Aqua Ventus. 

Potential Impacts to Habitat 

Describe potential impacts. Discriminate between habitat types and project elements, as appropriate. 
Consider initial installation/construction as well as operations. 

Potential Impacts to NEFMC Species 

Describe potential direct and indirect impacts to Council-managed species, by species.  Include direct 
construction effects as well as operational effects, as applicable.   

Potential Interactions with Other Coastal/Marine Activities 

Briefly describe potential interactions with other activities, including commercial/recreational fishing. 
What activities might compete for the same space or resources? Are activities compatible or conflicting? 
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