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Dear Tom, 

I received an exempted fishing permit (EFP) application from an individual proposing to 
document blue mussel bed density and distribution throughout the Great South Channel Habitat 
Management Area (GSC HMA). The applicant proposes to provide information collected under 
the EFP to the Council for consideration of a potential mussel dredge exemption in the GSC 
HMA. We typically solicit Council input on EFP applications at the public comment phase ·of 
the EFP process. However, due to the direct relevance of this request with ongoing Council 
deliberations regarding GSC HMA exemptions, I am seeking initial feedback from the Council 
before we further consider the request and prepare to solicit public comment. 

The proposed study currently lacks definition, and a more refined study design would need to be 
fleshed out if the proposed exemptions are warranted. In the initial EFP application, the 
applicant proposes to identify and ground truth mussel beds throughout the entire GSC HMA 
using side-scan sonar and a mussel dredge during 12 single-day trips. Once a potential mussel 
bed is located with sonar, dredge tows would be conducted to determine the extent and density of 
the bed. The application does not currently include an estimate on the number of sites that would 
be sampled using a dredge, but notes that 5- to 6-minute tows would be conducted once possible 
mussel beds are located, followed by short 30- to 90-second tows to gauge mussel bed density. 
The applicant anticipates catching 400 bushels of mussels per day, and proposes to sell this catch 
to offset the cost of conducting the study. 

Orie of my principal considerations when reviewing an EFP application is whether the request is 
consistent with the management program on which the regulations are based. If I determine it is 
contrary to our management objectives I may deny the request. Because mussel beds are well 
documented to provide habitat value and were a factor in designating the GSC HMA, I have 
concern that granting the requested exemption would be counter to the management objectives of 
the GSC HMA. However, an EFP may be beneficial to collect mussel bed location and density 
information, should the Council be receptive to considering an exemption to allow some limited 
mussel harvest by mussel dredge gear. Feedback from the Council on the proposed EFP and 
underlying objectives of an exempted fishery would greatly assist in the consideration of this 
EFP proposal. Beyond input on whether the proposed EFP is consistent with the GSC HMA 



objectives, should the Council support the exempted work, input on the scope or scale of the 
exempted mussel fishing in the area would be helpful. 

We look forward to the Council ' s input on this EFP application. If you have any questions about 
this request, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

1tp~7:( 
Regional Administrator 


