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November 2017 RPB Meeting NORTHEAST OCEANPLAN

Day 1 - Data Workshop:

• Review and approve work plan for the continued development and maintenance of 

the NE Ocean Data Portal in 2018, including outreach to stakeholders/scientists 

• 90 attendees in-person; additional 35 attendees on webex

Day 2 - Formal RPB Meeting:

• RPB discussion about the potential use of the Plan and Portal to inform a 

theoretical project in Gulf of Maine

• Tribal, subcommittee, and work group updates and work plan for 2018

Key takeaways:

• The Portal is being used and is an important resource for agencies, stakeholders, 

and project proponents as an early source of information for potential projects

• The Plan’s best practices provide opportunities for new projects to be well 

informed and there is a need for more structured communication as projects are 

proposed 
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Portal Use

• Surpassed previous highest 

annual visitation in early July

• Portal mentioned in interview 

with BOEM Acting Director and 

in many recent articles

• Increased use of certain 

data/services around relevant 

events/announcements and 

increased use by certain 

industries

• Case Studies –

planning/management, 

regulatory/siting, educational
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Portal Use - Case Studies 

Planning and Management

• CT Blue Plan

• NY Geographic Information Gateway

• New England Fishery Management 

Council

• USCG waterways management, 

including aids to navigation

• US Navy identify areas for testing 

and potentially affected stakeholders

• NOAA charts

Education and Research

• Island Institute

• Pew

• UMass Dartmouth; UMass Boston

• UMaine

• Brown

Regulatory and Siting

• States inform coastal effects test under 

CZM

• Consultants to support permitting and 

leasing or custom apps for regulated 

clients

• EPA to review other agency EA and 

EIS

• USACE regulatory division

• NOAA Office of Habitat Protection and 

Protected Resources Division

• BOEM Guidelines for Renewable 

Energy Activities

• NEMAC Mussel Farm in Mass Bay

• NERACOOS wave buoy in Cape Cod 

Bay

• Offshore wind developers 

• Atlantic Link Proposed Cable 

Alternatives
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NORTHEAST OCEANPLANProposed and 

Permitted 

Energy and 

Infrastructure



NORTHEAST OCEANPLANDeep-Sea 

Coral 

Amendment 

Alternatives  
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Draft Fishing Data (for review) NORTHEAST OCEANPLAN

2015-2016 VMS 

w/ speed 

thresholds:

• Multispecies

• Monkfish

• Herring

• Scallop

• Surfclam/Ocea

n Quahog

• Squid 

• Mackerel
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Communities at Sea 

1996-2000

2001-2005

2006-2010

2011-2015

• Total effort by gear type

• Polygons representing 

90% of the effort from 

each fishing port for each 

gear type

Draft Fishing Data (for review) 
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NORTHEAST OCEANPLANDraft Fishing Data 

Feedback To Date

 Take a little more time to resolve remaining questions and 

develop narratives about data limitations and appropriate use of 

products

 Remaining questions - VMS:

 minor inaccuracies in scallop & clam maps

 aggregation or disaggregation of herring, squid, mackerel

 obtain data on highly migratory species

 seasonality of fisheries?

 Remaining questions - Communities at Sea:

 representativeness and utility of lobster data; distinction 

between lobster and pots and traps (fixed gear vs mobile 

gear)

 clarity on methodology: home port vs landed port; use of 

coordinates from VTR; how confidentiality screening is 

applied to data




