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  Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 
Boston, Massachusetts  02114 

(617)626-1520 
fax (617)626-1509 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tom Nies, Executive Director 
 
FROM: David Pierce, Ph.D., Deputy Director 
 
DATE: August 29, 2013 
 
RE: GULF OF MAINE COD: PROTECTION OF LATE-FALL & WINTER 

SPAWNING AGGREGATIONS 
 

Thanks for your response to my memo regarding my continued concerns about 
lack of protection for late-fall and winter cod spawning aggregations found in the inshore 
Gulf of Maine.  You gave me a good reason to review the record and to revisit the many 
CATT analyses pertaining to possible closures to protect spawning groundfish. 

I understand why you took exception to my comment about why DMF’s years’ of 
research on winter spawners and our GOM Industry-Based Survey (IBS) work providing 
[cod] spawning condition wasn’t “compelling and convincing enough for the PDT and 
CATT.”   You were quite correct in noting that the CATT in April provided a figure 
(page 100 of CATT presentation) showing winter grids and spawning areas with only one 
being found east of Scituate straddling the state/federal boundary line.  I should have 
been clearer with an emphasis on the cod IBS data. 

My point was that late-fall and winter cod spawning (November through January) 
occurs outside of state waters and adjacent to DMF’s Winter Cod Conservation Zone (off 
Boston and extending to the state/federal boundary).  The figure on page 100 doesn’t 
fully reflect the IBS survey work in state and federal waters that determined late-
fall/winter spawning condition of cod in state and federal waters.   

Committee discussions in April and at every other meeting regarding habitat and 
spawning protection have encompassed far more issues than spawning protection for cod.   
One hundred and twenty-one pages of tables and figures testify to the complexity of the 
discussions and decisions and the admirable job done by staff including the “Spawning 
Literature Summary Table” that depicted in Map 2 of Figure 3 major cod spawning 
aggregations during November – January in federal as well as state waters.   

Where do we go from here?   One possible spawning protection alternative based 
on existing data, observer information, and fishermen’s insights might include all federal 
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waters south and west of a line extending from the DMF Winter CCZ eastern boundary to 
the state/federal boundary north of Cape Cod Bay (Figure 1).   

As I noted in my previous memo, except 
for areas on Stellwagen Bank, October-January 
cod CPUE was high in the proposed 
management area. Eventually the Council will 
have to deal with this effort on spawning cod.  
Of course, many fishermen see the wisdom of 
not targeting spawning cod. 

I close by touching on process and 
timing.  With GOM cod stock status being what 
it is, timely spawning protection measures may 
prove vital not just to rebuilding but overall 
fishery sustainability.  Delaying implementation 
of measures based on existing data to a future 
framework leaves critical cod spawning sub-
populations vulnerable to concentrated effort 

into the 2015 fishing year and perhaps beyond. Targeted action in Omnibus Habitat 
Amendment 2 will allow for necessary protections to be in place hopefully by the next 
fishing year, mid-October 2014, in time for winter cod spawning.  

Thanks for your attention to this important matter.   
   

Figure 1. Proposed winter spawning 
management area for inclusion in Omnibus 
Habitat Amendment 2. 


