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Purpose
Prepared by GARFO and NEFSC, 

reviewed by Whiting PDT
Mandated by Amendment 19
First report since 2018-2020 

specifications, but covers terminal year 
of 2015-2017 specifications
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Purpose
 Catch vs. specifications

 Landings
 Estimated bycatch
 Trigger post-season accountability measures (AMs)

 Alert Council to changes in the fishery
 Survey biomass trends vs. thresholds and targets
 Bycatch estimates
 Effort and economic trends
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Fmsy proxy (kt/kg) * Biomass (kg) →



2018-2020 Specifications
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2017 Whiting Catch
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2017 Red hake Catch
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Northern silver hake
Survey biomass
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Southern silver hake
Survey biomass
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Northern red hake
Survey biomass

14



15



Southern red hake
Survey biomass
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Effort and economic trends
 Landings, revenue, and prices
 Effort – permits, permits with landings, trips
 Effort by management area
 Catch per trip
 Dependency on small-mesh multispecies 

revenue

18



Effort and economic trends



Whiting effort and landings by area

20



Fishery group Primary mesh 
or gear

Butterfish Small 400           0.2            14,906      2.1            567           0.0            71,993      1.2            
Summer flounder Large -              -              7,488        1.0            -              -              16,011      0.3            
Groundfish Large 4,882        2.6            10,766      1.5            229,422    3.9            24,080      0.4            
Hagfish Other -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Herring Small 30,479      16.2          81             0.0            196,423    3.3            1,266        0.0            
Lobster/crab Traps -              -              21,745      3.0            15             0.0            -              -              
Mackerel Small -              -              346           0.0            -              -              2,928        0.0            
Menhaden Small -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Monkfish Large -              -              12             0.0            272           0.0            634           0.0            
Other Other -              -              23             0.0            -              -              2               0.0            
Research Research 40             0.0            -              -              6,375        0.1            -              -              
Scallop Dredge -              -              31             0.0            -              -              30             0.0            
Scup Small 345           0.2            27,519      3.8            4,680        0.1            117,599    2.0            
Shrimp Small -              -              460           0.1            -              -              1,210        0.0            
Squid Small 19,086      10.1          220,241    30.6          1,825,790 31.0          2,605,668 43.5          
Squid/Whiting Small 53,626      28.5          309,185    42.9          3,095,248 52.6          2,906,028 48.5          
Surf clam Dredge -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Unknown Unknown 16,127      8.6            103,073    14.3          53,022      0.9            235,984    3.9            
Whelk/Conch Dredge -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Whiting Small 63,262      33.6          4,294        0.6            473,913    8.1            8,025        0.1            
Total 188,247    100.0        720,171    100.0        5,885,728 100.0        5,991,459 100.0        

Norhern red hake
(lb, % of total)

Southern red hake
(lb, % of total)

Northern silver hake
(lb, % of total)

Southern whiting
(lb, % of total)Silver and 

red bycatch 
Landings by 
declared trip



Estimated 
discards by 
fishery
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Fishery group Primary mesh 
or gear

Butterfish Small 60             0.0            15,587      1.0            31             0.0            9,272        1.1            
Summer floundeLarge -              -              5,001        0.3            -              -              9,648        1.2            
Groundfish Large 147,374    53.5          9,274        0.6            369,027    85.2          17,306      2.1            
Hagfish Other -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Herring Small 9,503        3.4            85,210      5.6            4,897        1.1            45,638      5.5            
Lobster/crab Traps 9,926        3.6            347,728    23.0          26             0.0            0               0.0            
Mackerel Small -              -              354           0.0            0               0.0            261           0.0            
Menhaden Small 1               0.0            -              -              -              -              -              -              
Monkfish Large 1               0.0            381           0.0            71             0.0            804           0.1            
Other Other -              -              2               0.0            -              -              1               0.0            
Research Research 43             0.0            45             0.0            115           0.0            45             0.0            
Scallop Dredge 5,789        2.1            162,366    10.7          4,366        1.0            42,579      5.1            
Scup Small 80             0.0            51,328      3.4            172           0.0            33,055      4.0            
Shrimp Small 34             0.0            17,774      1.2            22             0.0            12,063      1.5            
Squid Small 32,173      11.7          652,318    43.1          16,815      3.9            538,570    64.7          
Squid/Whiting Small 48,350      17.5          59,718      3.9            25,645      5.9            43,121      5.2            
Surf clam Dredge -              -              2               0.0            -              -              -              -              
Unknown Unknown 11,103      4.0            107,390    7.1            6,185        1.4            79,346      9.5            
Whelk/Conch Dredge -              -              -              -              -              -              -              -              
Whiting Small 11,189      4.1            200           0.0            5,782        1.3            140           0.0            
Total 275,627    100.0        1,514,678 100.0        433,154    100.0        831,848    100.0        

Norhern red hake
(lb, % of total)

Southern red hake
(lb, % of total)

Northern silver hake
(lb, % of total)

Southern whiting
(lb, % of total)
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