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1.0 Executive Summary 
 
This Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) was prepared by Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 
(GARFO) and the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), and reviewed by the New England 
Fishery Management Council’s Whiting Plan Development Team (PDT) which added conclusions and 
recommendations (Section 3.0).  This report and procedure is mandated by Amendment 19 to the 
Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan and its implementing regulations, the fourth prepared 
since 2014.  It is the first annual monitoring report prepared since the Council approved the 2018-2020 
specifications and covers the terminal year under the 2015-2017 specifications (see discussion in Section 
4.1). 
 
This year’s report consists primarily of a fishery performance report (Section 5.0) that estimates total 
catch by stock to determine whether they exceed the Annual Catch Limit (ACL) and potentially trigger a 
post-season accountability measure (AM).  Going into more detail than in past reports, this year’s AMR 
includes a description of trends in effort and economics (Section 6.0).  Rounding out the report is an 
update in survey biomass trends (Section 7.0), which can alert the Council to any rapid changes in stock 
condition that could require pro-active action to prevent overfishing, reduce discarding, and/or promote 
utilization. 
 
Potentially related to increases in squid catch and fishing effort in 2017, landings, catch, and effort 
generally declined across the board, by about 10 to 20 percent.  As a result, catches remain well below the 
ACLs and trigger no post-season accountability measures.  As in last year’s report, the low TAL trigger 
for northern red hake may be hindering landings of red hake and keeping catch well below the ACL.  A 
re-adjustment of the 37.9% TAL trigger may be warranted in a future action, particularly if the stock size 
remains at current levels or increases. 
 
In the northern management area, biomass of northern red hake and silver hake remain high and stable.  
Northern red hake biomass increased by 13% on an annual basis, but the three-year moving average 
declined by 7% (dropping a higher 2014 point estimate from the index).  The biomass of northern silver 
hake declined by 27% on an annual basis but is still well above the target.  The three-year moving average 
declined by 5%. 
 
In the southern management area, we were unable to update the southern silver hake biomass trend for 
2017 due to incomplete survey coverage.  Using the index through 2016, stock biomass declined recently 
to below the target, but somewhat above the overfished threshold.  These results have been considered in 
setting the 2018-2020 specifications.  The stock biomass index for southern red hake uses the spring 
survey and could be updated through 2018.  All three values since the 2015 survey have been below the 
threshold level that is used to determine stock status.  On an annual basis, the survey biomass remained 
flat at 0.25 kg/tow (about ½ of the threshold reference point).  The three-year moving average dropped a 
higher 2014 biomass index and thus declined by 29% to 0.27 kg/tow.  Thus, the status of southern red 
hake remains in an overfished condition.  In January 2018, the Council was notified that it must within 
two years develop a rebuilding plan for southern red hake. 
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