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        August 17, 2026 

 

 

 

Mr. Michael Pentony 

Regional Administrator 

NOAA Fishery Service 

Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 

55 Great Republic Drive 

Gloucester, MA 01930 

 

Re: Atlantic Capes SCOQ EFP 

 

The New England Fishery Management Council has no objection to the Atlantic Capes 

Fisheries’ exempted fishing permit (EFP) request to allow mixed trips of surf clams and ocean 

quahogs (SCOQ). The Council notes that this is ongoing work, and that this project will build on 

earlier data collection efforts completed under a similar EFP.  

 

Atlantic sea scallops can also be harvested during surf clam and ocean quahog operations in 

some cases, and we recommend that NOAA Fisheries and the project team also track catch of 

scallops during this project.  

 

Please contact me if you have questions.  

 

        Sincerely, 

  
        Cate O’Keefe 

        Executive Director 
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