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DRAFT MEETING SUMMARY 

Small-Mesh Multispecies (Whiting) Committee 
Joint with Advisory Panel 

Radisson Hotel, Warwick, RI 
November 30, 2022 

The Small-Mesh Multispecies Committee held a hybrid (in-person and webinar) meeting on 
November 30, 2022, beginning at 10:00 am. The meeting ended at approximately 12:30 pm. 

This meeting focused on three issues: 
• Receive an annual monitoring report report from the Whiting Plan Development Team

(PDT) on the small-mesh multispecies fishery performance during the 2021 fishing year.
• Developed comments and recommendations from the advisory panel, which is intended

for the final report.
• Discuss the need for management actions and management priorities for 2023

Presentations and background documents are available on the Council’s Small-mesh 
multispecies Committee meeting web page. 

MEETING ATTENDANCE:  

Committee: Richard Bellavance (Chair), Peter Aarestad, Scott Olszewski, Michael Pierdinock, 
Dan Salerno, Emily Gilbert (GARFO), Dan Farnham, Sr. (MAFMC) 

Advisory Panel: Bonnie Brady, Dan Farnham, Jr. 

Plan Development Team (PDT): Andrew Applegate (NEFMC staff, PDT chair), Shannah 
Jaburek (GARFO) 

Council and NOAA Fisheries staff: Eric Reid 

Public: None 
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KEY OUTCOMES: 
 

• The Advisory Panel and Committee members developed comments and 
recommendations for the final report for the December Council meeting.  Mr. Applegate 
would circulate a draft via email in the afternoon and asked for edits by Thursday. 
 

• The committee discussed the management track assessment that are scheduled to occur in 
fall of 2023.  The results would be used to set 2024-2026 specifications and might 
include recommendations for new overfishing definition reference points.  The 
committee agreed that a management action to change the overfishing definitions might 
be needed in 2024. 
 

Motions:  
 
The committee made no motions during the meeting 
 
Introduction 
 
Mr. Bellavance described the purpose of the meeting and the agenda, turning it over to staff to 
give a summary monitoring report. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1– PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP PREPARATIONS 
Presentation 
 
Mr. Applegate reported trends in vessel participation, landings and revenue, noting the gradual 
downward trend since 2012.  Adjusted prices for red hake were stable but gradually increased for 
whiting.  Mr. Applegate gave a summary of landings and estimated discards of silver and red 
hakes during the 2021 fishing year.  Despite an anomalously high northern red hake discard 
estimate that was driven by one lobster trips trip with an exceptional D/Kall ratio, catches of all 
four stocks were below the annual catch limit (ACL).  Trends in silver hake and northern red 
hake stock biomass were good, at or above the MSY-proxy target level.  The trend in southern 
red hake biomass was down in the past three years and is below the overfished threshold.  
Southern red hake is in a rebuilding plan that the Council submitted as Framework 62.  2021 was 
the first full year that rebuilding measures were in effect. 
 
Mr. Applegate reported that the PDT re-estimated the marine recreational catch (harvest, A+B1) 
using the MRIP custom domain programs, written in R.  The program was used to generate 
annual estimates that are consistent with the fishing year and small-mesh multispecies stock 
boundaries.  These new estimates gave a different perception about increases in southern red 
hake recreational catch because the estimates from early in the time series were only for retained 
catch (A).  While southern red hake recreational catch has increase as a percent of total catch, the 
increase was not nearly as alarming as it was in last year’s report.  Mr. Applegate also reported 
about trends in finfish bycatch rates (D/Kall) for 21 stocks including cod, haddock, and 
yellowtail flounder.  Although there were some rate increase in the northern area for monkfish 
and in the Georges Bank and Southern New England area for winter flounder, all catch rates 
were low and no notable increases were observed. 
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Discussion 
The advisors and committee members developed the following comments based on the report 
and presentation: 

● Although prices for whiting increased in 2020 and 2021, primarily due to prices that are 
capped from market forces and pricing.  Whiting fishing is relatively labor intensive 
(often boxed and iced at sea) and costly to ship to NY markets.  Directed fishing is often 
curtailed when the price is low (< $0.50/lb.) and capped by Canadian imports when price 
is high ($1/lb.).  The covid pandemic actually increased demand when consumers began 
favoring a lower price and available fish, such as whiting. 

● In contrast to 2020, boats shifted away from targeting Illex squid to Loligo squid, which 
became more available to the fishery.  Some boats targeting Loligo during the daytime, 
topped off the trip at night by fishing for whiting.  This change in fishing was helped by 
the 15,000 lbs. whiting possession limit, which increased from 3,500 and 7,500 lbs. in the 
2021-2023 specifications for vessels using less than 3-inch mesh trawls. 

● Concern had been raised about the classification of vessels fishing for whiting, but 
declaring into the Herring Category C fishery to account for herring catches, although the 
vessel is actually targeting whiting.  The advisors thought that this concern may be local 
and limited, recommending that the Council examines trends in Herring Category C 
permits landing whiting before making any corrections to discard estimates that 
categorize trips as being a herring trip (but catching a large amount of whiting). 

● The advisors thought that the Annual Monitoring Reports (AMR) were very useful, but 
suggested that they could be scaled back some and streamlined across fishery 
management plans.  The advisors preferred to have a separate Advisory Panel meeting to 
digest the information in an AMR.  They suggested that the Council evaluate adopting a 
format used by the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council. 

 
In last year’s SAFE Report, the advisors recommend that the Whiting PDT should further 
investigate the sources of red hake recreational catch and the validity of the MRIP catch 
estimates.  This year’s report includes revised MRIP estimates for the time series, which were 
generated from new MRIP procedures and are now consistent with the small-mesh multispecies 
stock boundaries and fishing year.  Earlier concerns about rising recreational catch were not as 
strong using the new recreational catch estimates.  The advisors also recommended estimating 
small-mesh multispecies catches from the for-hire fleet using the eVTR data, possibly replacing 
the party/charter mode MRIP estimates in the catch accounting. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2– MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES 
Presentation 
 
Mr. Bellavance summarized the management priorities that were reviewed and recommended by 
the Council’s Executive Committee.  He pointed out that the priority to revise the overfishing 
definition reference points was not recommended, because the silver hake assessment was going 
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to be conducted as a management track, rather than a research track.  In 2023, the Council would 
need to develop new catch specifications for 2024-2026 based on the assessment results. 
 
Discussion 

Mr. Applegate said that a level 3 management track assessment may recommend new reference 
points and the current red hake overfishing definition could be inconsistent with the new 
assessment developed during the 2019 research track.  He thought that a management priority to 
revise the overfishing definitions might still be needed, but in 2024.  The committee agreed that 
it could be taken up in 2024 if necessary.  Mr. Applegate said that the management track 
assessments being conducted in the fall would make for a very tight schedule to approve 
specifications in December 2023. 
 
The meeting adjourned about 12:30 pm. 
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