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Webinar Instructions

Using Computer Audio:
(Once you have joined the webinar) 

• In “Audio” settings box, 

select the microphone 

and speaker 

options that 

correspond with your 

computer.
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Using Phone Audio:
(Once you have joined the webinar) 

 In “Audio” settings box, 

select “Phone call.”

Then, using your phone, 

call the number provided 

here. Enter the Access 

Code/Audio PIN numbers 

when prompted.
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How to talk:
(Once you have joined the webinar) 

 If you would like to talk, click “Raise 

hand” button.

 After being called on, make sure you 

are unmuted (red = muted, green = unmuted).

 You can also let us know if you’d like to 

speak by stating so in the “Questions” 

box, here. 

How to ask a technical question:

 Type your question here.

 We will type a response to you or 

whole group if applicable.
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Other protocol:

 The Committee or AP Chair will state when it is time to ask questions 

or comment, generally after presentations or motions.

 We will handle questions/discussion by the convening body first, followed 

by others (incl. public).

 People with “raised hands” will generally be called in the order their hand 

was raised.

 If you have audio problems, you may type a question, which staff or chair 

will read.

 Any motions will be voted on by roll call.
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Webinar Instructions

Any questions?



Agenda
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We will take a 15-
minute break after 
90 minutes

Any revisions?

9:00 a.m. Welcome, introduction, and general updates
 Review agenda, webinar ground rules (Eric Reid)

 Update on PDT and staff activities not otherwise on the agenda (Michelle Bachman) 

 Advisory Panel guidelines

 GARFO updates

 Round robin updates (1-2 minutes each) 

9:30 a.m. Habitat Policies Development
 Review background document drafts (Michelle Bachman) 

 Questions and feedback

 Brainstorm best way to provide this information to the Council 

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. Offshore Wind Updates
 ROSA updates (Lyndie Hice-Dunton) 

 GARFO/NMFS Wind Team Updates (Michelle Bachman) 

 Massachusetts Rhode Island Port Access Route Study (USCG) 

 RODA updates, focus on lighting and marking survey (Lane Johnston) 

11:45 a.m. Other Business – RODA/NROC Update

12:00 p.m. Adjourn



Introductions
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NEFMC Committee Members MAFMC Committee Members 

Eric Reid, RI Chair Peter deFur, VA 

Elizabeth Etrie, MA Vice-Chair Peter Hughes, NJ 

Peter Aarrestad, CT   

Terry Alexander, ME GARFO designee to Committee 

Rick Bellavance, RI Lou Chiarella 

Scott Olszewski, RI  

Melissa Smith, ME  

Advisory Panel Members 

Chris McGuire Chair Lane Johnston 

Gib Brogan Meghan Lapp 

Beth Casoni Elizabeth Marchetti 

Rip Cunningham Drew Minkiewicz 

Ben Haskell Ron Smolowitz 

Jeff Kaelin Dave Wallace 

 



Related documents
AP Policy
Travel guidelines
(ask staff if you need copies of these)

Purpose
Introduce/review Council policies 
and meeting ground rules
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NEFMC Advisory Panel Policies

Welcome and thank you for serving!

Role: Support developing or amending an FMP or special issue or problem.  All AP 

recommendations are advisory to the Committee, not binding for Committee or 

Council.

Membership: Maximum of 15 individuals

1) Actively engaged in some aspect of commercial or recreational fisheries.

2) Knowledgeable in the conservation and management of a fishery. 

• To the extent possible, membership shall reflect broad cross-section of interests and expertise 

from geographical distribution, user groups, etc. 

• The recreational fishing industry shall have at least one seat on the herring and habitat APs.

• Other Councils may be invited to name advisors to serve. 
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 Organization:

• AP Chair 

• Designated by Committee Chair, reviewed by Executive Committee and approved by Council 

Chair. 

• Expected to routinely communicate meeting results to relevant committee. 

• Seated at the Committee table. They may not vote but can freely enter the discussion.  AP 

Chairs must identify comments as “discussed by the AP” or “personal input”.  AP Chairs must 

leave committee table when providing personal comments. 

• A vice-Chair can be designated but is not required. The vice-Chair may be authorized to attend 

committee meetings in place of the AP Chair with advance approval of the Executive Director. 

 Commitment:

 Number of meetings varies by panel and year – range of 0-5 per year.
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Appointments: 

• After three years performance and attendance will be reviewed. If needed,     new members will 

be solicited to fill any vacancies.

• All members must apply for re-appointment at the end of each 3-year term.

• Neither proxies nor designees shall serve in place of appointed advisor. 

• Prior to selection, nominees are subject to additional level of review by NOAA’s Office of Law 

Enforcement.

Termination:

The Council may replace an AP members at its discretion if he/she:  

1. Transfers employment or moves;

2. Absent for two or more consecutive meetings without adequate notification;

3. Appears unable or unwilling to fulfill obligations;   

4. Area of expertise no longer required; or  

5. For just cause (e.g. marine violation, failure to show respect for other panel members, disruptive 

behavior).
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Travel Authorization and Reimbursement:

• Eligible for reimbursement of travel expenses incurred while attending authorized meetings (e.g. 

mileage, hotel overnight, meals, etc.), subject to availability of funds.

• Reimbursed from APs primary residence, as reflected on application.

• To qualify for overnight lodging, your travel distance must be over 50 miles or requires you be 

available before 6 a.m. or after 8 p.m. 

• Additional guidance found in Operations Handbook pages 38-40.

• Questions on travel? Contact us before travel takes place.

What to expect:

• Staff may send poll by email before a meeting to identify possible meeting dates, and sometimes a 

date will just be selected by the Committee Chair. 

• Prior to a meeting staff will email memo from Chair with meeting purpose.   

• Monitor you emails from staff and check website frequently.   

• To the extent possible, come prepared with draft motions and discussion points. 
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Meeting Ground Rules

Come to every meeting prepared, when possible review documents from staff 

before arriving at the meeting. 

 Follow the agenda as managed by the Chair (i.e. stay on topic).

Participate in the discussion! You are here for a reason – share your knowledge.

 Listen respectfully to the comments of others; give other opinions honest 

consideration.

Be open to points of view that may differ from your own.

Discuss the issues – avoid personal attacks.

Avoid profane language.

 Sustain a professional meeting environment before, during and after meetings.
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Unacceptable Behaviors

 Ridicule of another person’s opinions or suggestions.

 Threats aimed at anyone (Council/AP/PDT member, staff, public).

 There is a zero-tolerance harassment policy. 

 This includes verbal, non-verbal or physical harassment that has the purpose or effect of 

creating a hostile environment. It also includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for 

sexual favors, and other verbal, nonverbal or physical conduct based on sex.

Discrimination based on sex, race, religion, color, national origin, age, sexual orientation, 

disability, or reprisals for whistle blowers.
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Council leadership is committed to these standards. 

Please contact the Council Chair, Vice Chair, or 

Executive Director if you are concerned that these 

standards are not being upheld.



Thank you!

The Council appreciates your time and 

effort.

Your participation is a critical step in 

this overall process.

Your input is important and valuable.

We look forward to working with you.

Any questions, contact our staff anytime.

(978) 465-0492 
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Questions?
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Habitat policy development update
 Three topics – cables/pipelines, aquaculture, floating/new information on offshore wind

 Literature review underway – still looking for additional resources

 Background documents being drafted – still rough

 Cables – thus far have general background; need to fill in gaps as noted and summarize recent 
New England projects

 Aquaculture – continuing to review and revise description of activity, including permitting 
(federal, states); industry practices and legal framework continue to evolve; need to ensure 
that listed impacts are relevant to operations in New England

 Floating OSW – rethinking as a description of floating wind farms, combined with an updated 
review (since MAFMC policies drafted) of OSW impacts (i.e. focus on recent literature). Have 
been gathering resources but not yet had time to write. 
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Habitat policies, continued
Next steps

 Continue literature review/writing, involving outside experts as needed

 PDT webinar or in-person meeting to discuss

 Check back in with this group once drafts are close to complete

Committee/Advisory Panel feedback
 Level of detail/accessibility?

 Any major issues missing?

 Is it clear what we are trying to convey?

 Do you think these will effectively support development of best practices? 

 Other questions/feedback?
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Offshore Wind Updates
ROSA updates (Lyndie Hice-Dunton) framework

 Slides

GARFO/NMFS Wind Team Updates (Michelle Bachman)

Massachusetts Rhode Island Port Access Route Study (Michele 
DesAutels, CDR Trevor Cowan, Mr. Craig Lapiejko) draft report; link 

to submitted comments

 Slides

RODA updates, focus on lighting and marking survey (Lane 
Johnston) announcement; link to survey
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https://rodafisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ROSAFramework_9-2-19_FINAL.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=USCG-2019-0131-0050
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/01/29/2020-01522/port-access-route-study-the-areas-offshore-of-massachusetts-and-rhode-island
https://conta.cc/3cSLi8Q
https://rodafisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200227-RODA-NavAids-survey.pdf
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RODA/NROC/MARCO Data Project
Fiona Hogan (RODA), Nick Napoli (NROC)

Materials

Overview presentation

Letter

Existing data sets
 AIS

 CAS (Communities at Sea)

 Fishery Management Areas

 VMS
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