
Habitat Advisory Panel – March 21, 2023 

Motion 1 

Wallace/Minkiewicz: The Habitat Advisory Panel supports Alternative 3, LOA only, including 

that gear stowage would be required, consistent with current regulations around declaring out 

of fishery. 

The motion carried by unanimous consent. 

Motion 2 

Minkiewicz/Smolowitz: The Habitat Advisory Panel recommends that the Council adopt the 

Northern Edge goal and objectives as currently drafted, during the April Council meeting. 

To substitute: 

Brogan/Haskell: Add to goal: (1) ‘taking into account the ecological value of the Northern Edge 

to other managed stocks’ and (2) after ‘managed stocks’ add a reference to juvenile cod.  

Note: the goal as modified would read as follows: Develop a scallop rotational harvest program 

within and/or around the Closed Area II Habitat Closure Area (i.e., “habitat management area” 

or “HMA”) that, minimizes adverse effects to vulnerable essential fish habitats throughout the 

entire Georges Bank region and optimizes scallop yield taking into account the ecological value 

of the northern edge to other managed stocks, especially juvenile cod. 

The motion to substitute failed 3/4/0. 

To amend: 

Brogan/(no second) : Add an objective to consider the distribution of scallops and consider 

whether establishment of an access area is necessary to achieve optimum yield on a continuing 

basis. 

The motion failed for lack of a second.  

Main motion 

Minkiewicz/Smolowitz: The Habitat Advisory Panel recommends that the Council adopt the 

Northern Edge goal and objectives as currently drafted, during the April Council meeting. 

The main motion carried 5/1/0.  

Consensus statement 1 

The Habitat Advisory Panel shares the Habitat and Scallop PDTs’ interest in continued research. 

The AP was uncertain how to articulate this as a specific objective as part of the Northern Edge 

action.  



The AP agreed to this consensus statement without objection. 

Consensus statement 2 

The AP supports continued and additional research within the two research areas identified in 

the Great South Channel HMA (i.e., Rose and Crown and Davis Bank), including fishery 

dependent and independent studies. 

The AP agreed to this consensus statement without objection. 

 


