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2020-2021 Monkfish RSA Competition Underway;
September 29, 2019 Deadline for Project Proposals 

The federal competition for 2020-2021 awards through the Monkfish Research Set-Aside (RSA) Program is 
now open.  The deadline for submitting full proposals is Sunday, September 29, 2019 at 5 p.m.  

The New England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils, which jointly manage monkfish, 
established the Monkfish RSA Program through Amendment 2 to the Monkfish Fishery Management Plan.  
The Councils set research priorities for this program, while NOAA Fisheries administers the RSA 
competition, oversees award projects, and monitors set-aside harvest activities through the Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center and Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO). 

Here’s What You
Need to Know 

to Apply

Ø Read the details 
about the current 
solicitation in the 
Federal Funding 
Opportunity 
Announcement.

Ø Submit a proposal, 
which can be done 
online through 
Grants.Gov.

Rank
by order 
of priority

Description of 2020-2021 Monkfish Research Priorities
Identified by the New England and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Councils

1. Research on monkfish life history, focusing on: (a) age and growth; (b) 
longevity; (c) reproduction; and (d) natural mortality

2. Studies of stock structure/stock identification and implications for stock 
assessment and fisheries management

3. Development of a standardized catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE) time series to 
estimate relative abundance

4. Cooperative research surveys to supplement current survey coverage

5. Research concerning bycatch and discard mortality focusing on: (a) target 
species such as monkfish or Northeast multispecies/groundfish; and (b) non-
target species such as skates or undersize monkfish

6. Trawl and gillnet gear studies focusing on: (a) bycatch reduction, including 
reducing interactions and injury/mortality associated with these interactions, 
for sea turtles, Atlantic sturgeon, Northern right whales, humpback whales, 
and other protected species; and (b) size and/or species selectivity

7. Ecological studies on protected species and monkfish as a new monkfish RSA 
priority, including consideration of monkfish and protected species’ 
responses to environmental/climate change and how these responses have 
the potential to change interaction risks to protected species

8. Research concerning trophic interactions of monkfish with other species
– NOAA Fisheries graphic

Since 2006, the
Monkfish RSA
Program has

funded 27
projects.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/NOAA-NMFS-NEFSC-2020-2006149-Full-Announcement.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=318990&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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No federal money is provided for this program.  Instead, the Councils “set aside” 500 monkfish days-at-sea 
annually from the total number of monkfish days allocated to limited access monkfish vessels.  

• Awards are made to successful project applicants in the form of days-at-sea, not dollars.  

• Proceeds from the harvest and sale of monkfish landed on the RSA days are used to fund the research 
and compensate fishing industry partners.

• Projects carried out under the Monkfish RSA Program must enhance the Councils’ understanding of the 
monkfish resource or contribute to the body of information on which management decisions are made.

• Funding priority is given to projects that directly address the research priorities identified by the 
Councils.

• Under the current solicitation, proposed research projects may encompass all or part of the 2020 and 
2021 monkfish fishing years, which back-to-back run from May 1, 2020 through April 30, 2022.  Multi-
year grant awards will be considered under the Federal Funding Opportunity announcement. 

• All proposals must be received by 5 p.m. of the deadline for submission, which is September 29, 2019.

Monkfish. – NOAA Fisheries photo

Questions about the 2020-2021 Monkfish RSA Program competition?  
Contact Cheryl Corbett, Cooperative Programs Specialist, at the Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center.  She can be reached at cheryl.corbett@noaa.gov.

Want to Know More?

Ø Visit the Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center’s RSA 
webpage.

Ø Read the list of Frequently 
Asked Questions.

Ø RSA programs have a
demonstrated track record
for supporting applied
research that supports
fishery management
decisions and improving 
stock assessments.  Visit the 
science center’s searchable 
project feature to learn
more about individual 
projects supported through 
the RSA program.

Ø Visit the New England 
Council’s monkfish 
webpage.

mailto:cheryl.corbett@noaa.gov
https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/coopresearch/rsa_program.html
https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/coopresearch/rsa_faq.html
https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/coopresearch/projects_search_setup.html
https://www.nefmc.org/management-plans/monkfish

