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PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 
 

Amendment 23 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan  
May 12, 2020, 4-6pm 

Webinar Hearing 
 

 
The Council held public hearings to solicit comments on the alternatives under consideration in 
the Draft Amendment 23 to the Northeast Multispecies (Groundfish) Fishery Management Plan. 
The amendment will adjust the groundfish monitoring program to improve the accuracy and 
accountability of catch reporting in the commercial groundfish fishery. 
 
Hearing chairman: Terry Stockwell (Groundfish Committee Chair) 
Council staff: Jamie Cournane, Melissa Errend, Robin Frede, Chris Kellogg, Janice Plante, 
Deirdre Boelke, and Tom Nies 
Attendance: 32 audience members (including four Council members); two commenters 
 
The hearing began at 4:05 pm. 
 
Mr. Stockwell opened the hearing, introduced Council staff in attendance, and commented on the 
Amendment 23 process. This included updates to the Amendment 23 timeline as a result of 
recent Council decisions to postpone final action and scheduling additional public hearings due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. Frede and Ms. Errend briefed the audience on the purpose of the 
amendment, alternatives under consideration, draft impacts analysis, and amendment timeline 
and next steps. After an opportunity to ask questions for clarification, public comments were 
taken on the measures proposed in the amendment.  
 
Questions: 

George Lapointe (representing Blue Harvest Fisheries) asked to confirm that the timeline for 
public comment had been extended until the end of June, and secondly asked if there were 
estimates of the percentage of catch by vessel class or other characteristics with respect to the 
alternative that would eliminate the management uncertainty buffers. Council staff answered that 
yes, the public comment period has been extended to June 30, for a total of 102 days. Staff also 
answered that there are analyses in the DEIS that separate economic impacts of the management 
uncertainty buffers alternative across several vessel-specific measures (sectors, etc.), including 
tables by stock and vessel class. 
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Comments: 

George Lapointe (representing Blue Harvest Fisheries): Blue Harvest Fisheries is generally 
supportive of the preferred alternatives. We are worried about the costs of 100% monitoring, like 
everyone else. Blue Harvest doesn’t support the preferred alternative of no action for dockside 
monitoring as we believe there should be a mandatory dockside monitoring program to increase 
compliance.  

Andrea Tomlinson (general manager of New Hampshire Community Seafood): New 
Hampshire Community Seafood is a community-supported fishery and a restaurant-supported 
fishery. We buy from all the groundfishermen in New Hampshire - all 8 of them – landing 
between Portsmouth, Rye, and Yankee [Co-Op]. Speaking on behalf of the fishermen who fish in 
New Hampshire, none of these fishermen would support 100% monitoring, but what I found to 
be a bit duplicitous is that not a lot of the vessels are sold on EM either. I initially tried to 
convince them to join the Nature Conservancy program doing collaborative research with EM in 
which they give a break on quota through their permit bank, and I cannot convince any of these 
guys except for Tommy Lyons, but he just retired. I can’t convince them that EM is a viable 
alternative for them. They are not convinced even if they can get a break on quota which most of 
them of course really want, but the caveat of having to install EM is something they’re just not 
interested in. To quote one younger fishermen in his 40s, who said that he would rather go get a 
job at Walmart than put EM on his boat. I am probably stating the obvious, but being an 
advocate for small boat fishermen I want to reiterate that I believe this poses a real conundrum 
for those who hear the cries from ‘the endangered species’ fishermen in New Hampshire and 
nationwide, saying they would never survive paying out of pocket for 100% monitoring, but at 
the same time are very resistant to EM. I just wanted to state this very unfortunate fact. 
 

The public hearing closed at approximately 4:58 pm. 
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