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January 31, 2020 

 
Mr. James Bennett 
Program Manager 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
Office of Renewable Energy Programs 
45600 Woodland Road, VAM–OREP 
Sterling, Virginia 20166 
 
Dear Mr. Bennett, 
 
The New England Fishery Management Council has been actively engaged in offshore wind 
development activities for the past few years. We appreciate the ongoing willingness of your 
staff to meet with the Council to improve our understanding of offshore wind development and 
solicit our feedback on various topics. Recently this included a presentation from Brian Hooker 
at our January 28 meeting in Portsmouth, NH. During the meeting, the Council made two general 
recommendations related to the offshore wind development process, which are provided below.  
 
First, in the context of benthic habitat mapping, the Council passed the following motion: 
 
That at a minimum, habitat surveys at a resolution and scale useful for understanding effects on 
EFH and HAPCs are conducted of an entire wind lease area prior to selection of turbine 
locations. 
 
The motion carried unanimously on a show of hands (16/0/0). 
 
This first recommendation was discussed in the context of forthcoming habitat mapping 
recommendations from NMFS to BOEM. As we understand it, the intent of these 
recommendations is to encourage enhanced benthic data collection within lease areas to support 
robust evaluation of potential effects on essential fish habitats. We are not suggesting specific 
types of surveys with our recommendation, but rather are recommending generally that wind 
lease areas should be surveyed in a manner that permits a detailed understanding of the habitat 
types present, so that the effects of development activities such as turbine installation and cable 
placement can be reasonably estimated. Conducting these surveys prior to designing an array 
may allow developers to avoid placing structures in locations with habitat features more sensitive 
to impact. We recognize of course that many other factors including transit and the relationship 
between adjacent projects influence turbine site selection. 
 



Second, in the context of the area identification process for the Gulf of Maine, the Council 
passed the following motion:  
 
That the planning process for wind energy areas in the GOM should be transparent (including 
no unsolicited bids) and involve the fishing community. 
 
The motion carried on a show of hands (14/0/2). 
 
Some Council members and staff attended the Regional Task Force meeting held in NH on 
December 12. We appreciated the invitation to speak and share our perspectives on fisheries 
issues in the Gulf of Maine. We support an inclusive and transparent process for area 
identification in the region. We discussed the use of planning and request for interest areas in 
advance of defining more specific call areas and wind energy areas and believe that starting this 
process with planning areas is a good way forward. The Council also agreed that a 
comprehensive planning process is preferable from the perspective of engaging diverse 
stakeholders and assessing tradeoffs between areas, as compared to the unsolicited bid process. 
We appreciate BOEM’s previous consideration of fishing industry perspectives and hope that 
these efforts continue in the context of spatial planning for the Gulf of Maine. 
 
Thank you for considering the Council’s comments. Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions on these or other matters related to fisheries engagement in offshore wind, or if you 
have additional suggestions as to how we can be a productive participant in these initiatives.  
 
 

        Sincerely, 
                          

                                                                                                
        Thomas A. Nies 

        Executive Director 
 
 

cc: Brian Hooker, BOEM 
      Lou Chiarella, GARFO HCD 
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