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Specification framework
 Scientific uncertainty (defined by P*) → ABC
 Management uncertainty (95%)
 Discards & state water landings → TAL
 In-season accountability (AM) → TAL triggers
 4 stocks

 Northern silver hake (P*=25%)
 Northern red hake (P*=40%)
 Southern whiting (P*=25%; silver and offshore hakes)
 Southern red hake (P*=40%)
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Fmsy proxy (kt/kg) * Biomass (kg) →



2016 Whiting Catch
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2016 Red hake Catch
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Proposed 2018-2020 Specifications
Table 1, page 2
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Current Mesh Size-Dependent 
Possession Limits
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Cod-end Mesh Size
Silver and offshore hake, 

combined, possession limit Red hake south Red hake north
Smaller than 2.5” 3,500 lbs. 5,000 lbs. 3,000 lbs.
Larger than 2.5”, but 
smaller than 3.0” 7,500 lbs. 5,000 lbs. 3,000 lbs.

Equal to or greater than 
3.0”

30,000 lbs.
(40,000 lbs. in Southern 

Area)
5,000 lbs. 3,000 lbs.

Accountability 
measure, in-season 
trigger

2,000 lbs.
90% of TAL

400 lbs.
90% of TAL

400 lbs.
37.9% of TAL



Exemption area seasons
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May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

Cultivator June 15 – October 31

GOM*

Grate July 1 – November 30

Small I July 15 – November 30

Small II – June 30 January 1 –

Cape Cod 
RFT† Sept 1 – Nov 20

September 1 – December 31

* GOM = Gulf of Maine 
† RFT = Raised Footrope Trawl



Small-mesh 
Multispecies 
Exemption & 
Fishing Areas
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Trips & 
vessels
> 2000 

lbs.
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Vessels
> 2000 
lbs. & 

annual 
whiting 
landings 

per 
vessel
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