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              MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:   October 4, 2017 
TO:  Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC)  

FROM: Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Terms of Reference –Whiting (silver hake) and red hake overfishing levels (OFLs) and 
acceptable biological catch (ABC) recommendations for fishing years 2018 – 2020  

Terms of Reference 
Review the recent assessment updates and the work of the Whiting Plan Development Team (PDT) 
and provide an OFL and an ABC recommendation for each year for northern silver hake, southern 
whiting, northern red hake and southern red hake for fishing years 2018-2020 that will prevent 
overfishing consistent with the Council’s risk policy for these stocks. (See document 2.2). 
 

Background 
The Whiting PDT has provided a SAFE Report that includes the following sections: 
• ABC recommendations that are based on an operational assessment (update) prepared by the 

NEFSC.  These include a range of ABC options at various levels of scientific uncertainty, 
including those at the 25th percentile for silver hake and the 40th percentile for red hake.  The 
Council chose these levels of scientific uncertainty for setting 2012-2014 and 2015-1017 ABCs.  
Due to southern red hake overfishing despite 2018 catches (1,093 mt) being 33% below the 
2016-2017 ACL (1,631 mt), the PDT has recommended consideration of more conservative 
values for this stock’s P* (see document 1).  The Council voted to keep the current P*=40% 
value. 

• A fishery performance report which includes ACL monitoring results for the 2016 fishing year, 
with trends in landings, discards, revenue, and fishery participation. 

• A report on fishing cost estimates in 2013 derived from fishery surveys conducted by the NEFSC 
Social Sciences Branch and other economic data through 2016. 

• A stock assessment update through calendar year 2016 for northern and southern stocks of silver 
and red hake.  The status of southern red hake has changed such that it was experiencing 
overfishing in 2016 and has become overfished. The 2016 fishing mortality rate (4.03 kg/kt) was 
33% greater than the reference mortality (3.038 kg/kt; FMSY proxy). 

 
Information 

2.1 (See sections on the Assessment Update and Recommended 2018-2020 Specifications) in 
Annual monitoring report and Amendment 22 preferred alternative recommendations by the 
PDT  

2.2 Stock Assessment and Fishery Performance Report for Fishing Year 2016 (August 2017) 
2.3 Assessment tables and figures (to be posted and distributed before the meeting) 



 
2.4 Risk policy matrix for whiting and red hake 
2.5 Presentations by Whiting Plan Development Team members Andrew Applegate and Larry 

Alade (to be posted and distributed before the meeting) 
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