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New England Fishery Management Council 

Scallop Joint Committee and Advisory Panel Meeting 
New Bedford, MA & Webinar 

Register Here 

October 27, 2026 

 
Scallop Committee Membership 

Melanie Griffin, MA, Chair Robert Ruhle, NC 

Kirby Aarsheim Jake Wiscott, NJ 

Togue Brawn, ME  

Doug Christel, GARFO SFD  

Matt Gates, CT  

Eric Hansen, MA, Vice Chair  

Ted Platz, RI  

Melissa Smith, ME  

Renee Zobel, NH  

 

Scallop Advisory Panel Membership 

James Gutowski, Barnegat Light, NJ, Chair Brady Lybarger, Cape May, NJ 

Wes Brighton, Chilmark, MA Michael Marchetti, Wakefield, RI 

Jay Elsner, New Bedford, MA Ben Martens, Brunswick, ME 

Brent Fulcher, New Bern, NC Chris Merl, Wellfleet, MA 

Kyle Grant, Gloucester, MA Ed Mullis, Newport News, VA 

Peter Hughes, Stone Harbor, NJ Alex Todd, Chebeague Island, ME 

Bob Keese, Bourne, MA Walter White, Portsmouth, RI 

Cassie Canastra Larsen, New Bedford, MA, Vice Chair  

 

AGENDA 

9:00 AM Introductions, approve agenda, 2026 timeline, and other updates 

9:30 Fishing Year (FY) 2027 & FY 2028 Specifications: Advisory Panel review and discussion 

of specification alternatives, including outputs from September Committee tasking motions.  

 

10:45 Break 

11:00 FY 2027 & FY 2028 Specifications: Committee discussion of specification alternatives, 

including outputs from September Committee tasking motions. 

12:00 PM Lunch 

1:15 PM FY 2027 & FY 2028 Specifications: Make recommendations for alternatives to be included 

in specifications action. 

2:00 Scallop Work Priorities: Discuss the draft 2027 Priorities and provide feedback for Council 

consideration at the December 2026 Council meeting 

 

https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/5jK8fLFlTWGhb1tBAjL51g
https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/5jK8fLFlTWGhb1tBAjL51g
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3:00 Other Business 

3:15 Adjourn 

 

 

MEETING MATERIALS 

1. Meeting Information 

a. Meeting Agenda (this document) 

b. Meeting Memo from Committee Chair, Ms. Melanie Griffin 

2. Staff presentation 

3. FY 2027 & 2028 (default) Specifications 

a. Discussion Document (draft) 

b. Scallop PDT memo to the SSC re: FY 2027-2028 (default) OFLs, ABCs 

c. Scallop Risk Policy Report 

d. SSC Report re: Scallop OFL & ABC (if available) 

4. Draft 2027 Priorities 

5. Meeting summaries: 

a. Joint Scallop PDT and AP, September 9th 

b. Scallop Committee, September 10th  

c. Scallop PDT, October 16th 

6. Correspondence 


