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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: May 9, 2022 
TO: Herring Plan Development Team (PDT) and Advisory Panel (AP)  
FROM: Cheri Patterson, Herring Committee Chair 
SUBJECT: Charge to PDT and AP for May 17 meeting 
 
There will be a joint Herring PDT and AP meeting on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, at the Four Points 
in Wakefield, MA, starting at 9:30AM.   
 
Purpose: The primary purpose of this meeting is to continue progress on Framework 7, an action 
to protect spawning adults of Atlantic herring on Georges Bank. The group will specifically 
discuss if there are additional alternatives that should be considered in that action. The secondary 
purposes of the meeting are to receive an update on the Atlantic herring Industry Funded 
Monitoring Program, review a draft memo related to a sub-annual catch limit (ACL) of Georges 
Bank haddock allocated to the herring fishery, and review and discuss recommendations for 
annual Atlantic herring research priorities.  
 
As documents are available they will be posted on the Council website for this meeting 
(https://www.nefmc.org/calendar/may-17-2022-herring-joint-advisory-panel-and-plan-
development-team-meeting ).  
Please take time to familiarize yourself with the documents before the meeting. 
 
The meeting will begin with introductions followed by a staff presentation. Staff will review 
where the group left off with development of Framework 7 (Document #2). A brief discussion 
document has been prepared to accompany the updated Framework 7 document (Document #3). 
In addition to the automatic seasonal closure options developed already, the group will discuss if 
in-season measures are feasible to consider at this time.  
 
Next, NOAA Fisheries will provide an update on the Atlantic herring Industry Funded 
Monitoring (IFM) Program (Document #4). In addition, a letter of correspondence was sent to 
the Council in April 2022 regarding concerns about the industry funded requirements of the IFM 
program to date (Document #8). The Council wants the Herring Committee to address this issue 
at an upcoming meeting in June. Therefore, after a brief question-and-answer period, the 
remaining portion of this agenda item will primarily be an AP discussion only.   
 
The group will also review a draft PDT memo related to the Georges Bank haddock sub-ACL 
(Document #5). Staff will present the draft memo that will ultimately be shared with the 
Groundfish PDT to consider for groundfish specifications later this year. Finally, the group will 
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review annual herring research priorities (Document #6). Staff will review the current list and the 
group can discuss if there are any suggestions for edits/removals/ or additions. The Herring 
Committee will consider this input via webinar on June 10, 2022. 
 
This is the first in-person meeting the Herring PDT and AP have had in several years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Herring Committee requested this meeting be in-person to facilitate 
collaboration and communication between PDT and AP members. Framework 7 has been under 
development for several years, and there is still a desire by some to develop alternatives that are 
potentially more effective and practical than what has been developed to date.  
 
The Council continues to follow all public safety measures related to COVID-19 and intends to 
do so for this meeting. The Council is encouraging all in-person participants to wear masks while 
moving about the meeting room and at your discretion while seated. Additional spacing between 
seats will be provided to allow for social distancing. Please do not attend if you are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms or do not feel well. Updates will be posted on the meeting webpage as 
needed. This meeting may be switched to a webinar at short notice due to public safety 
considerations. 
 
If you have any questions about the documents, please contact Deirdre Boelke 
(dboelke@nefmc.org; (978) 465-0492 ext. 105).   
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