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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: June 15, 2016 

TO: VMS/Enforcement Committee and Advisors 

FROM: Lou Goodreau 

SUBJECT: 2012-2017 Northeast Enforcement Priorities 
 

The NOAA Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) has National Priorities for 2012-2017 for law 
enforcement, which contain Regional Priorities for the period. The Northeast Office of OLE 
seeks feedback on its priorities (Doc. 1) for immediate consideration and as preliminary to the 
priority setting process next year. 

 

Several of the Council’s species committees provided species-specific feedback.  The Council’s 
Enforcement Committee may consider input from these committees and develop feedback to the 
OLE. 

 

Whiting Committee (April 5) 
Comment: Do NOAA Enforcement Priorities apply to USCG?  Draggers are targeted 
among large numbers of lobster boats. 

[This comment may be relative to M-S Act High Priority-Limited Access, FMPs, overfished, 
prohibited and protected species.  The examples given include scallops, multispecies and Bluefin 
tuna.  This implies there are others, but is the lobster fishery a lesser priority?] 

 

Comment: The Whiting Committee will provide feedback at its June 20, 2016 meeting. 

 

Herring Committee (June 2) 
Comment: Outreach, the last item under High Priority, M-S Act, should be the first item.  
Voluntary compliance assistance efforts should be higher priority.  Industry has difficulty 
contacting OLE, particularly during off hours, when the intent of a rule in not clearly understood.   

[The items under each priority ranking, High-Medium-Low, are not ordered; the last item is as 
important as the first.  The Sustainable Fisheries Division is responsible for Letters to Permit 
Holders that describe changes in regulations.] 



 

Comment: Noncompliance with dealer and vessel reporting may be misconstrued by 
NOAA.  VTR reports are hail weights, and should not match dealer landings reports in most 
cases.  Some fishermen were called by NOAA and asked to change their VTR reports.  In some 
cases, dealers did not report trips landed that had VTR reports. 

[These change requests were made by the data management branch, not OLE.] 

 

Comment: Will this request for feedback on Northeast Enforcement Priorities be made to 
ASMFC and MAFMC? 

 

Comment: There are no specific herring priorities. 

 

Scallop Committee (June 8) 
Comment: Outreach, the last item under High Priority, M-S Act, should be the first item.  
Voluntary compliance assistance efforts should be higher priority.  Industry has difficulty 
contacting OLE, particularly during off hours, when the intent of a rule in not clearly understood.   

[The items under each priority ranking, High-Medium-Low, are not ordered; the last item is as 
important as the first.  The Sustainable Fisheries Division is responsible for Letters to Permit 
Holders that describe changes in regulations.] 

 

Comment: There is disconnect between enforcement and industry, on the dock.  More face-
to-face interaction is needed between OLE and industry; issuing Letters to Permit Holders is 
necessary but not sufficient. 

 

Comment: Is any forensic work done on the bags in the 600 pound Limited-Access General 
Category fishery?   

[The problem is similar to VMS analysis, due to a lack of personnel, these data are not analyzed.] 

 

Comment: At-sea enforcement of unlawful gear violations in coordination with state and 
USCG partners, a Medium Priority under M-S Act, should be a High Priority. 

 

Comment: Under Seafood Fraud, false labelling is a High Priority and minor labeling 
violations are a Low Priority.  What makes false labelling minor? 

[The Special Agent in attendance said he would research this issue.] 

 

Groundfish Committee (June 9) 
Comment: Why does OLE check every lobster on a dragger? 

[OLE has no at-sea capability; this is the responsibility of Joint Enforcement Agreement (state 
agents) and USCG.] 

 



 

Comment: Is there a report showing the number of boardings at-sea, and other enforcement 
data, annually? 

[The Special Agent in attendance said he would ask that this information be distributed.] 

 

Comment: At-sea enforcement of unlawful gear violations in coordination with state and 
USCG partners, a Medium Priority under M-S Act, should be a High Priority.  In particular, 
lobster traps are problematic. 
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