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Timeline
• November 20, 2017

• Regional Administrator withdrew approval of Sector 9 
Operations Plan.

• January 16, 2018
• Sector 9 Board of Directors proposed to resume ACE transfers, 

and proposed payback for misreported catch.
• February 21, 2018

• Sector 9 Board of Directors submitted proposed lease-only 
operations plan.

• March 23, 2018
• Proposed rule for sector allocations, comments due April 9.

• March 26, 2018
• Deadline for all sectors for submit rosters for FY18.
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Sector 9 Proposal
• Lease-only operations plan (similar to Sector 4)
• Sector 9 proposed method for accounting for overages

• Treat misreported catch in each fishing year as if known 
immediately after fishing year.

• Divide cod and yellowtail evenly between stock areas.
• Issued penalties
• Potential changes for a future active sector ops plan

• Captains must sign contract stating they will follow 
reporting regulations including trip-start and trip-end 
hails, and accurate completion of VTRs before landing.

• VTRs sent to third party by offload facility
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Process
• We must conduct rulemaking to approve new lease-only 

operations plan.
• Proposed and final, with opportunity for public comment
• Consultation with Council (April meeting)

• If approved by mid-summer, Sector 9 could take part in post-
season ACE transfers for FY17
• Settle overages using FY17 ACE.

• Discussions would continue regarding measures Sector 9 
could include in a subsequent operations plan for active 
fishing.
• Active operations plan would require additional rulemaking.
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Roster Changes between Fishing Years 2017 and 2018
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FY 2017 FY 2018

Sector 7 
(20 permits)

4 move to Common Pool

16 move to Sector 8

0 stay in Sector 7

Sector 8 
(17 permits)

1 moves to Sector  7

16 stay in Sector 8

Sector 9
(60 permits)

55 move to Sector 7 Includes 5 permits 
subject to forfeiture

2 move to Sector 8

3 stay in Sector 9



Sector 7 Proposal for FY 2018
• Letter accompanying roster submission on March 26 

included request for amendment to operations plan.
• Change Board of Directors

• Subset of the Sector 9 Board of Directors
• All vessels owned by Carlos Rafael must be 

inactive in groundfish fishery.
• Vessels can become active if sold to independent third 

party.
• Sector 7 requests that NMFS not issue Sector LOAs to 

vessels until ownership change. 
• With an approved operations plan, the sector could 

transfer quota to and from other sectors.
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Rulemakings
• We will not have determination for Sectors 7 and 9 for 

May 1.
• Sector 7 and Sector 9 allocations will be done 

through separate rulemaking.
• Rulemaking for Sector 7 and Sector 9 would need to 

consider:
• Allocation to 2 sectors, including any overages
• Sector 9’s proposed lease-only operations plan
• Sector 7’s proposed amendment to current 

operations plan
• Substantive amendments require rulemaking
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Misreported Catch and Overages
• Misreported catch as documented in criminal case

• Witch flounder and American plaice – unit stocks
• Cod and yellowtail – working group to determine apportionment 

of catch into stock areas
• Treat misreported catch in each fishing year as if known 

immediately after fishing year.
• Overage in Year 1 is deducted from ACE in Year 2. 
• Carryover that should not have been available is removed.
• Regulations specify that overages remain with the sector 

unless the sector disbands.
• If sector disbands, overage follows permits:

• ACE reduction if permit moves to another sector
• DAS reduction if permit moves to common pool

• Upcoming meeting with Board to discuss apportionment and 
overages
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Questions?

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 9


