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 Dear Stakeholders, 
 

The New England Fishery Management Council needs your help. We want you to let us know 
three things: what we’re doing right; what we’re doing wrong; and how we can improve the way 
we serve you.  
 
Like every organization, the Council can benefit from periodically reviewing how it does 
business, which is why we have initiated an external review of our operations. A panel of outside 
fisheries management and science experts will conduct the review during a public meeting in 
early 2018. But first, in order to broaden the information provided to the reviewers, we are 
reaching out to you – our stakeholders – for input. We’ve hired a contractor to conduct a sizable 
outreach effort and summarize the results for the review panel.  
 
I encourage you to attend one of the 14 port meetings that have been scheduled from Maine to 
New Jersey and take an online survey to provide additional feedback. The survey and other 
information related to this Council Program Review can be found on our website. Tell us: Do 
you have access to the information you need to participate in the Council process? Can we 
improve our means for sharing information? Do you feel as though you can contribute to the 
decision-making process in a meaningful way? What changes would improve our process so that 
it more effectively produces the results we need?  
 
As for what will come next, the review panel will present its findings to the Council and public 
in the spring or early summer, and then the Council will address the panel’s recommendations. 
I hope you will take the time to provide input to our review. Our nation deserves the very best 
management possible of its valuable fisheries resources. 
 

        Sincerely, 

       
        Thomas A. Nies 
        Executive Director 
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