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Meeting Notice 

Habitat Plan Development Team Meeting 
 

Date:    Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

Time:  9:00 a.m. 

Location: Hyatt Place Hotel 

  50 Forbes Road 

  Braintree, MA 02184  

  Phone: (781) 848-0600; Fax: (781) 848-0602 
 

Agenda: The Habitat PDT will meet to discuss tasks assigned by the Habitat Committee at their 

February 24, 2015 meeting related to Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat Amendment 2 (OHA2). They will: 

 

 Evaluate how OHA2 and Northeast Multispecies Framework Adjustment 53 measures, in 

combination, address OHA2 groundfish spawning objectives 

 Evaluate scientific literature and information referenced in public comments, and make 

recommendations to the Committee and Council 

 Discuss approaches to better understand/estimate the magnitude of realized adverse effects 

within Habitat Management Areas (HMAs) and Habitat Areas of Particular Concern 

 Develop a work plan for improving the practicability analysis 

 Assess how lobster/scallop gear conflict and lobster resource impacts analyses could be 

improved upon 

 Identify potential high energy sand clam-dredge exemption areas within HMAs 

 Re-evaluate the winter flounder EFH designation, especially egg lifestage 

 Discuss how the amendment complies with the prey information requirement of the EFH 

regulations and how adverse effects on prey component of EFH were evaluated during 

development of the SASI model 

 Analyze management alternatives modified by the Committee on February 24 

 Discuss other business as necessary 

 
Directions: 

Take I-93 South for 13 miles and take Exit 6 for Route 37/Granite Street. Keep right off of the exit (Granite Street) and 

turn right at the second set of lights onto Forbes Road. Take second left at Hyatt Place sign for hotel entrance. 

 
The New England Fishery Management Council generally posts announcements of Plan Development Team (PDT) meetings 

on the Council’s website, occasionally with very little notice. An agenda may or may not be included. Team members may 

discuss topics, if listed, in any order or add other issues not contained in the meeting notice. Although PDT meetings are open 

to the public, they are not public meetings.  

 

Members of the public may attend these meetings, but should not expect to participate unless the PDT Chair invites input. 

PDTs are responsible to the Council and work as directed by the Council’s oversight committees. Because the oversight 

committees review all PDT work products in public and develop recommendations for review by the full Council, comments 

about management options, PDT work or other advice, should be provided at oversight committee meetings unless they 

solicited specifically by the PDT Chair. 


