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Northeast Regional Ocean Council
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• Formed by the New England 
governors in 2005

• Voluntary forum for states, federal 
agencies, and other regional 
organizations (rotating state and 
federal co-chairs)

o Healthy Ocean and Coastal 
Ecosystems Committee

o Coastal Hazards Committee
o Ocean Planning Committee



NROC Ocean Planning Committee
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• Began regional ocean planning activities before Obama-era 
Executive Order

• Established the Northeast Ocean Data Portal in 2009

• Supported the development of the 2016 Northeast Ocean Plan 
by the Northeast Regional Planning Body (under Obama-era EO)

• June 2018, Trump Administration Executive Order 

• eliminates the RPB

• points to regional ocean partnerships (ROP) that are 
“voluntarily convened by governors”

• allows for those ROPs to express regional priorities for 
federal coordination



NROC Ocean Planning Committee

4

• Since June 2018 release of new EO

• Hosted two full-day public 
meetings

• Conducted interviews with over 50 
individuals from a wide range of 
sectors/interests 

• Agreed to advance regional 
priorities under NROC Ocean 
Planning Committee with an 
expanded membership

• Identified and communicated 
regional priorities to the federal 
Ocean Policy Committee

https://neoceanplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/NROC-Letter-to-CEQ-OSTP-12-6-18.pdf


NROC Ocean Planning Committee
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• 2019 NROC Ocean Planning Committee Focus

• Northeast Ocean Data Portal and regional data 
priorities  

• Best practices for regulatory and management 
decision-making 
• Use of data

• Early consultation and pre-application practices

• Stakeholder engagement

• Agency and interjurisdictional coordination

• Regional forums for emerging/important issues



6www.NortheastOceanData.org

• Source of over 4,000 map 
products showing the 
footprint of activities and 
resources 

• Federal, state, and 
stakeholder provided data

• Customized to address 
regional stakeholder and 
agency needs 

• Informed and vetted by 
regional stakeholders and 
experts
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Portal Use



Planning and Management
• New England Fishery Management 

Council (NEFMC) Deep Sea Coral 
Amendment Alternatives
• NEFMC Clam Dredge Exemption 

Framework Alternatives
• USCG waterways management, 

including deploying aids to navigation 
and ice breaking assets
• USCG Port Access Route Study (PARS) 

– Nantucket Sound
• US Navy identify areas for testing 

underwater autonomous vessels and 
potentially affected stakeholders
• NOAA charts
• CT Blue Plan for Long Island Sound
• NY Geographic Information Gateway
• NYSERDA Offshore Wind Master Plan
• Boston Harbor Barrier Feasibility 

Study
• MA oil and hazardous materials flow 

study
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Regulatory and Siting
• Northeast Wind Energy Area Transit 

Corridor Development
• Vineyard Wind EIS
• New York Draft Wind Energy Areas
• NEMAC Mussel Farm sited in Mass 

Bay – first shellfish farm in federal 
waters on Atlantic Coast
• NERACOOS wave buoy sited in Cape 

Cod Bay to inform mariners transiting 
the canal
• Manna Fish Farm Alternative Siting 

Analysis
• Proposed Atlantic Link Transmission 

Cable through the Gulf of Maine –
proposed and alternative routes and 
permitting process details provided 
via Portal
• States use Portal to inform coastal 

effects test and federal consistency 
under CZM
• Consultants supporting permitting 

and leasing, and developing custom 
apps for regulated clients

Regulatory and Siting (continued)
• EPA to review other agency EA and 

EIS and comment on other agency 
actions
• USACE regulatory division permitting 
• NOAA Office of Habitat Protection 

and Protected Resources Division 
consultations
• BOEM Guidelines for Renewable 

Energy Activities
• Massachusetts Aquaculture Siting 

Tool – MA-ShellfAST

Education and Research
• UMass Dartmouth; UMass 

Boston
• UMaine
• Brown
• Boston University
• URI
• Island Institute
• Pew
• Old Dominion University

Select Uses of the Northeast Ocean Data Portal




