


As you know, the AM for this stock is triggered in the year immediately following the overage if we
know before the end of the fishing year, based on reliable data, that an overage has occurred.
Because the commercial groundfish fishery alone has exceeded the FY 2013 OFL, this would
trigger the AM beginning on May 1, 2014. In this case, however, the AM has already been
triggered due to the FY 2012 overage. Regardless of what ACL overage triggered the AM, though,
FY 2014 is the first time the AM for this stock will be implemented, so I urge the Council to closely
evaluate its effectiveness next year in preventing overfishing for northern windowpane flounder.

At the December 2013 Council meeting, FY 2013 recreational catches of Gulf of Maine (GOM) cod
and haddock were also raised. We were able to generate inseason FY 2013 catch estimates based
on data available to date, which includes Marine Recreational iformation Program Waves 2-5, or
May 1-October 31, 2013.  his information is summarized in Table 2 below. Based on these
estimates, it appears that the recreational measures we implemented for FY 2013 did not reduce
recreational remov: . enough to prevent overages of the recreational sub-ACLs.

Table 2. FY 2013 Recreational Catch Estimates of GOM Cod and Haddock (mt), May 1 — October
2013.

Stock FY 2013 Recreational Total % of
sub-ACL Catch' sub-ACL Caught

GOM cod 486 706 145%

GOM haddock 74 256 246%

! Consistent with the most recent assessment for each stock: 1) A mortality rate of 30% has been applied to GOM cod
discards; and 2) recreational discards for GOM haddock are not included.

The proactive AM for the recreational fishery gives me authority to adjust measures for the
upcoming fishing year, in consultation with the Council, to prevent the recreational fishery from
exceeding its sub-ACL. The FY 2014 recreational sub-ACL for GOM cod is the same as FY 2013,
and is only increasing by 13 mt for GOM haddock compared to FY 2013. So, based on the FY
2013 estimates to date, we will need to adjust recreational measures for FY 2014 to ensure the
recreational sub-ACLs are not exceeded. We will work with you and your staff to coordinate
development of alternatives for the FY 2014 recreational measures, including any potential input
from the Council, or its Recreational Advisory Panel.

If you have any questions on the FY 2012 year-end report, or the FY 2( 3 catches we summarized

in this letter, please contact me at 978-281-9200, or my staff in the Sustainable Fisheries Division at
978-281-9315.

Sincerely,

-

/{7 John K. Bullard
\ Regional Administrator




