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Other relevant documents: 
Cir 773-18: Panel 1 intersessional terms of reference and agenda (attachment) 
PA1-505: 2017 Proposal from South African and others (not adopted) 
PA1-503: 2017 Proposal from the EU (not adopted) 
Report of the 2017 meeting of Standing Working Group of Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) 
Report of Third FAD Working Group (See appendix 5 in particular.) 
Report of Joint Tuna RFMO FAD Working Group 
  

http://www.iccat.int/com2017/DocENG/PA1_505_ENG.pdf
http://www.iccat.int/com2017/DocENG/PA1_503_ENG.pdf
http://iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2017_SWGSM_REP_ENG.pdf
http://iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2017_FAD_REP_ENG.pdf
http://iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2017_JFADS_REP_ENG.pdf


BAYS Species Working Group 
2018 Agenda 

 
1. Introductions 

 
2. Status of the stocks and update on relevant SCRS activities 

 
3. Recreational fisheries 

A. What should the scope of ICCAT’s engagement on recreational fisheries issues be? 
i. From a U.S. perspective, what benefits has or could ICCAT provide on 

recreational issues? What specific outcomes would U.S. stakeholders like to see 
from ICCAT engagement on recreational issues? 

ii. What are the potential obstacles/objections and/or risks associated with ICCAT 
engagement in recreational fisheries issues? How might these be addressed? 

iii. What method(s)/approach(es) can/should be taken to best achieve any 
identified outcomes and who may be like-minded partners in other ICCAT 
members?  

1. What role should ICCAT’s Working Group on Sport and Recreational 
Fisheries play, if any? Would the terms of reference for the working 
group need to be revised? 

2. Are there other methods/approaches that should be considered? 
 

4. Management Strategy Evaluation and Harvest Control Rules 
A. Management objectives 
B. Performance indicators 
C. Other issues and next steps 

i. Ranking exercise 
 

5. Conservation and Management 
A. Actions at the 2017 ICCAT meeting 

i. Measures adopted 
ii. Measures proposed but not adopted 

B. Other relevant conservation and management measures already in force 
C. Review of relevant 2017 SWG conservation and management recommendations 

i. Review relevant FAD Working Group recommendations 
D. Consideration and development of 2018 conservation and management 

recommendations, including relevant matters from agenda items 3 and 4 above 
 

6. Research and Data Collection 
A. Research needs identified by the SCRS 
B. Recent research (domestic and international) 
C. Review of relevant 2017 SWG research and data collection recommendations 
D. Consideration and development of 2018 research and data collection recommendations, 

including any relevant matters from agenda items 3 and 4 above. 
 

7. Other Business 
 

8. Adoption of the report and adjournment 
  



2017 BAYS SWG Recommendations 

Management Recommendations 

FAD Management: 

1. At the joint tuna RFMO working group on fish aggregating devices meeting in April and the 
ICCAT Ad-hoc working group on fish aggregating devices meeting in September, the United 
States should support recommendations to pursue management options that immediately and 
directly support the recovery of the Atlantic bigeye   and yellowfin tuna stocks, including but not 
limited to: 

a. Catch limits for juvenile bigeye and yellowfin landed by purse seiners; 
b. Limits on the number of FAD-associated purse seine sets; 
c. More effective time-area closures. 

2. Furthermore, if there is a renegotiation of Rec. 16-01 at the ICCAT Annual Meeting in November, 
the United States should promote the inclusion of effective, science-based FAD management 
options 

 

Bigeye Tuna: 

1. Should the 2016 catch of Atlantic bigeye tuna exceed the TAC the United States should support 
measures to ensure that the total catch is below the level recommended by SCRS scientists to 
support recovery of the stock.  Regarding the minor harvester provisions, the Group emphasized 
the need to ensure flexibility for the U.S. fishery. 

 

Research and Scientific Recommendations 

Analysis related to juvenile catch: 

1. In accordance with Annex 8 of Rec. 16-01, which directs the SCRS to answer FAD-related 
scientific questions, during SCRS’s tropical tuna species group intersessional and annual 
meetings (both in September, this year), national scientists should continue to develop clear 
scientific advice on: 

a. How gear types that harvest Atlantic bigeye of all sizes contribute to Atlantic bigeye 
fishing mortality and stock status and, how changes to effort in respective gear types 
would impact the timelines and likelihoods of success for bigeye stock recovery as laid 
out in the Kobe matrices for this stock; 

b. Advice should include management options to reduce catch of juvenile Atlantic bigeye 
through measures including but not limited to FAD set limits, the Gulf of Guinea time-
area closure, and FAD deployment reductions would impact the timelines and 
likelihoods of success for bigeye stock recovery as laid out in the Kobe matrices for this 
stock. 

 

Atlantic Ocean Tropical Tuna Tagging Program (AOTTP): 



1. The Working Group continues to recommend that the United States support the AOTTP, in 
particular by ensuring that tagging is conducted throughout the Convention area, including 
adequate coverage of the Western Atlantic and Caribbean. 

  

HCR/MSE and northern albacore: 

1. NMFS scientists should continue to actively engage with scientists from other CPCs and the 
ICCAT Secretariat as they review candidate harvest control rules and finalize the operating 
models for the northern albacore systemized management strategy evaluation. 

 

 Observer coverage and full retention:  

1. Emphasizing the disproportionate impact to the status of the bigeye and yellowfin stocks of FAD 
fishing, the United States should support 100% observer coverage and full retention of tunas in 
the tropical tuna large-scale purse seine fleet. 



http://www.bilbaoturismo.net/BilbaoTurismo/en/hoteles
http://www.iccat.int/en/meetingsFunds.htm







