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DRAFT – feedback sought by 

December 8 

 

Ms. Donna Lanzetta 

CEO, Manna Fish Farms 

Via email 

 

 Dear Ms. Lanzetta: 

 

Please accept these comments from the New England Fishery Management Council (Council) 

regarding Manna Fish Farm’s project in federal waters off New York. The Council appreciates 

the opportunity to engage with you on issues related to siting of the operation during the pre-

application phase, and we thank you for including our staff in the September 21 interagency pre-

application meeting. 

 

Council staff have reviewed the July siting analysis prepared by NOAA’s National Centers for 

Coastal Ocean Science, and we shared this report with the Council members in early December 

to solicit their feedback. Below, we provide some specific comments on this analysis. We are 

also enclosing the Council’s new aquaculture policy, which was approved on December 1. 

Generally, the Council has concerns about siting aquaculture operations in sensitive habitat 

types, and in areas with substantial amounts of fishing activity or vessel transit.  

 

Notes/possible comments: 

 

• Bathymetry – 38-50 m moderately suitable, > 50 m suitable; overlap with depths where 

sea scallops occur (scallop fishing is noted as a use of the area of interest) 

• Grain size – appreciate that finer grain sizes are preferred, and coarser sediments are a 

habitat type of concern; however sediment data offshore can be somewhat spotty, so 

should be sure that the previously mapped sediment conditions assumed in the analysis 

are actually what occurs at the site 

• Fishing – VMS and AIS data are a good way to understand spatial distributions of effort 

(see page 17 of report), but don’t cover all types of fishing or sizes of vessels. The VTR-

based fishing footprints data are useful for getting a more comprehensive albeit less 

spatially precise evaluation of fishing activity at the site. Mention newly launched 

GARFO/NEFSC economic analysis tool – should be easy to analyze this area. Can also 

look at more recent 2019-2020 VMS (analysis in report goes through 2016). 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

 

        Thomas A. Nies 
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        Executive Director 

 




